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Welcome, 

 

On behalf of The Association for Education and Rehabilitation of 

the Blind and Visually Impaired Board of Directors, and the 2018 

AER Awards Committee, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the 

2018 AER Awards Ceremony Luncheon.  Every biennium we have 

the unique opportunity to pay tribute to outstanding individuals 

and organizations that have played an important role in our 

profession of serving those who are blind and visually impaired. 

 

Ours is a rare vocation where each of us has the distinction of 

being able to say "we change lives!" Our profession is filled to 

the brim with colleagues whose work inspires, motivates, and 

sometimes even amazes us. Recognizing our colleagues and 

fellow AER members for their dedication, commitment, service, 

and leadership in the education, rehabilitation, and employment 

of people with visual impairments is a way to honour and lift up 

our profession and the quality of all of our work. 

 

I know you join the AER Board and Awards Committee, and me 

in congratulating our 2018 Award winners and thanking all of 

our members who took time to nominate their peers, friends, 

colleagues, and heroes for this biennium’s awards 

 

The AER Board and Awards Committee thank you for being a 

part of this celebration. 

 

 

Kathryn Botsford, 2018 AER Awards Committee Chair 

 
 

AER Awards Committee: 

 

Kathryn Botsford, Chair 

Matthew Hogle  

Olaya Landa-Vialard 

Robin Loen 

Keiko Namekata 

Melva Stolhand 

WELCOME 



 

 

Welcome and Introduction.………….…Kathryn Botsford 

 

AER Professional Award Recipients – 2018 

 

  

 

Alfred Allen Award.……………………….…Margaret Cleary 

  

 

Mary K. Bauman Award.……….…….……..…Cay Holbrook 

 

 

C. Warren Bledsoe Award.….…..…...…Deborah D. Hatton 

 

 

Douglas C. MacFarland Award.…..…....Barbara McCarthy 

 

 

John H. McAulay Award.………….…..…Timothy Hindman 

 

 

Ambrose M. Shotwell Award.….…........….…Carl Augusto 

 

 

Richard Welsh Chapter Leadership Award..…Tiffany Wild  

 

 

Outstanding Chapter Award….…AER Wisconsin Chapter 

 

2018 AER PROFESSIONAL AWARD WINNERS 



This year’s recipient is 

Margaret Cleary 

 

Born in Maine, Margaret pursued education, 

employment, marriage, and family in 

Massachusetts. She graduated from Catherine 

Laboure School of Nursing, received a 

Bachelor of Science Degree and a Master of 

Science Degree in Rehabilitation Nursing and 

Nursing Education from Boston College, and 

attended Boston University’s Health Education 

programs. For over thirty-five years, her role as 

Director of Admission for the Carroll Center for the 

Blind placed her directly with consumers.   

 

A member of American Association of Workers for 

the Blind (AAWB) in 1961-4, she learned from 

pioneers such as Alfred Allen and John McAulay. 

She joined NE/AER in 1982. She has been a 

frequent AER conference presenter, as well as 

regional and international board member. In 2006, 

she sought funding and organized the MacFarland 

Adaptive Diabetes Seminar Program.  

 

Margaret’s contributions to our organization have 

been rewarded through: the NE/AER Thomas J. 

Carroll Exemplary Performance Award 2001; 

NE/AER Margaret E. Cleary Annual Scholarship 

Award 2008; AER Division11 Bruce McKensie 

Lifetime Achievement Award 2006 and Paul 

Poncillia VRT Publication Award 2012; as well as 

the AER John H. McAulay Employment Contribution 

Award 2014. 

 

Margaret currently lives in Colorado, becoming a 

member of Colorado AER and consultant for 

Colorado DVR. 

ALFRED ALLEN AWARD 



  

About the Allen Award 
The Alfred Allen Award was established to honor 
professionals who have spent their career in direct service 
to people with visual impairments. Through the extent and 
quality of the services that they have provided, these 
professionals exemplify the character, dedication, insight, 
and sharing that epitomize the spirit of and commitment to 
direct service to people with visual impairments. 
  
About Alfred Allen 
Alfred Allen served the American Association of Workers 
for the Blind (AAWB) and its member as Secretary-General 
for 18 years. He began his career in service for the blind in 
1921 at the Hadley School for the Blind in Winnetka, 
Illinois, where he served as its Director for many years. 
From 1943 until his death on March 6, 1957, Mr. Allen was 
an Assistant Director with the American Foundation for 
the Blind in New York.  
  
Mr. Allen was revered for his endeavors to give the world a 
more workable system of writing braille and braille music. 
He was especially interested in home teachers of the blind, 
aids and devices such as Talking Books and legislation for 
the Blind. (Source: The Seer). 
  

ABOUT THE ALFRED ALLEN AWARD 



This year’s recipient is  

Cay Holbrook 

 

Cay Holbrook began her career as a teacher 

of students with visual impairments (TVI) 

during her undergraduate pre-service 

teacher training program at Florida State 

University. She continued to teach students 

in Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida while she 

completed her masters and doctoral degrees also 

at Florida State University.  Her doctoral 

dissertation focused on the perceived role of the 

teacher of students with visual impairments and 

she has remained interested in questions regarding 

service delivery.  

 

Along with her dear friend and professional 

collaborator, Alan Koenig, Cay worked on defining 

a process to determine learning and literacy media 

for students with visual impairments through a 

data-driven collaborative team approach called 

Learning Media Assessment.  This process resulted 

in one of twelve textbooks that have been written 

or edited by Cay and her collaborators. 

 

She has been an active member of AER since 

joining as an undergraduate student. In 1992 she 

received the Alfred Allen Award and, in 2002, the 

Warren C. Bledsoe Award from AER and has been 

honored to receive the CEC-DVI Distinguished 

Service Award, the J. Max Wooly Award for Superior 

Service from the Arkansas Chapter of AER, the 

Canadian Vision Teacher's Conference 

Distinguished Service Award, the University of 

British Columbia Killiam Teaching Award and most 

recently The Wings of Freedom Award from the 

American Printing House for the Blind. 

MARY K. BAUMAN AWARD 



 

About the Bauman Award 
The Mary K. Bauman Award was established to honor an 
individual who has made significant and outstanding 
contributions to the education of children and youth who 
are blind or visually impaired. These leaders have had an 
impact on a national or international level through their 
direct effect on visually impaired children or through the 
example, insight and inspiration that they provided to 
educators of visually impaired children in other states or 
nations. 
  
About Mary K. Bauman 
As director of psychometric work at Philadelphia’s Trainee 
Acceptance Center, Mary K. Bauman discovered that no 
usable instrument existed that could test blind persons for 
manual or mechanical skills. She proceeded to develop her 
own adaptations of the performance tests used with 
sighted persons. These were the first of many 
contributions Mrs. Bauman made to the development of 
non-verbal psychological evaluation instruments for 
visually handicapped people. Her increasing interest in the 
subject led to her establishing a psychological testing and 
vocational guidance service for blind persons. She gave 
this up in 1968 to become executive secretary of the 
Association for Education of the Visually Handicapped 
(AEVH). She was the author of numerous books and 
articles in professional literature on evaluation of blind 
persons, nature of employment, social competency and 
other psychological characteristics of the visually 
handicapped. (Sources: Hardy & Cull, 1972; Koestler, 
1976) 
  

ABOUT THE MARY K. BAUMAN AWARD 



 

This year’s recipient is  

Deborah Hatton 

Corpus of Work 

 

Deborah D. Hatton, Ph.D., retired in May 

from Vanderbilt University, Peabody 

College, where she was an Associate 

Professor of Special Education and Director of the 

Program in Visual Disabilities. Prior to arriving at 

Vanderbilt in August 2009, Hatton was a senior 

scientist at the FPG Child Development Institute at 

the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

where she spent 15 years directing research and 

outreach projects funded by the U. S. Department 

of Education and the National Institutes of Health.  

 

Dr. Hatton has been the author or co-author of 27 

chapters or peer-reviewed articles of interest to the 

field of services to children with visual 

impairments. The entire corpus of her work has 

contributed to our understanding of the needs of 

children who are blind and who have low vision and 

of our practices to meet their needs. Furthermore, 

through both her writing and her personal 

interactions, Dr. Hatton has mentored dozens of 

other scholars in their efforts to conduct high-

quality research and publish findings that are 

understandable to practitioners.   

  

  

C. WARREN BLEDSOE AWARD 

 



About the Bledsoe Award 
The C. Warren Bledsoe Award is given in recognition of a 
particularly noteworthy piece of literature in the field of 
blindness. The recipient is selected based on publications that 
present new facts or concepts about blindness; that offer a 
new perspective on a fundamental problem in blindness; that 
identify a particular need resulting in a positive change; 
and/or that popularizes the life and times of people with 
visual impairments. 
   
About C. Warren Bledsoe 
Born in 1912 at the Maryland School for the Blind where his 
father was serving as superintendent, Warren Bledsoe 
graduated from Princeton University, the Harvard course for 
teachers of the blind, and did graduate work at Johns Hopkins 
University. He taught at the Maryland School for the Blind 
until he was drafted. After World War II he joined the staff of 
the American Foundation for the Blind to serve as editor of 
the New Outlook. He then worked for the Veteran's 
Administration, where he was in charge of the Blind 
Rehabilitation Service for all veterans. 
  
Warren Bledsoe's many publications include a novel which 
was unrelated to blindness; frequent contributions to the 
Blindness Annual; "Credo Ascribed to Certain Masters of the 
Art of Teaching Blind People"; "Originators of Orientation and 
Mobility Training" in Foundations of Orientation and Mobility 
by Welsh and Blasch; and "Social and Rehabilitation Services 
for the Blind" in Hardy & Cull's Social and Rehabilitation 
Services for the Blind. He was instrumental in preserving 
historical literature concerning work with blind and visually 
impaired persons. 
  
Warren Bledsoe was awarded the Alfred Allen Award by the 
American Association of Workers for the Blind in 1977. He 
also received the Wings of Freedom Award in 1996 from the 
American Printing House for the Blind. (Source: American 
Printing House for the Blind)  

ABOUT THE C. WARREN BLEDSOE AWARD 

 



This year’s recipient is  

Barbara McCarthy 

 

Barbara McCarthy graduated from Randolph-

Macon Woman’s College, now Randolph 

College, with a Bachelor of Arts in 

Psychology, and from the University of 

Virginia with a Master’s in Education.  

 

She served many years as the Director of the Library & 

Resource Center at the Commonwealth of Virginia’s 

Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired, 

beginning in 1985 as director of the Resource Center 

and later with the additional responsibility of the 

NLSBPH library system for Virginia. She retired in April 

2018. 

 

Barbara served as president of AERBVI from 1992-94 

and served on the AERBVI Board for ten years. She 

served as president of the Virginia Chapter for several 

years and continues to be active with the chapter. The 

Virginia Chapter named a scholarship after her, the 

Barbara Niedland McCarthy Scholarship; the purpose 

is to provide funds to individuals who live and work in 

Virginia, who are working toward degrees in our field.  

 

She is currently a trustee of her beloved Randolph 

College, was president of the alumni association, 

served on the Board of the American Foundation of 

the Blind for ten years, served on the Board of Big 

Brothers Big Sisters in Waynesboro, Virginia, and was 

an Ex-Officio Trustee of the American Printing House 

for the Blind for Virginia since 1985. She sits on the 

board of Richmond Triangle Players (RTP), a theater in 

Richmond, Virginia, devoted to telling LGBTQ stories. 

In her spare time, Barbara enjoys traveling, reading, 

gardening, kayaking, hiking, biking, theater, movies, 

wine, food, eating, and raising her Old English 

sheepdog puppy - Charlie Chaplin. 

DOUGLAS C. MacFARLAND AWARD 



 

About the MacFarland Award 
This award was established to honor individuals who have 
provided leadership in the field of blindness and visual 
impairment and are now retired from the field. These individuals 
made innovative, significant or outstanding contributions to the 
education or rehabilitation of people who are visually impaired, 
through either direct service, professional organizations, 
research, literature and/or preparation of professionals. Their 
contributions have an impact on a national or international level. 
  
About Douglas C. MacFarland 
Dr. Douglas C. MacFarland was a tireless advocate for 
comprehensive social services that would lead to independent 
living and for recreational programs for older individuals who 
were visually impaired. At the time of his death in 1977 at the age 
of 58, he was serving as director of the Office for the Blind and 
Visually Handicapped of the Rehabilitation Services 
Administration, U.S. Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare. He was also about to receive the Ambrose M. Shotwell 
Award from the American Association of Workers for the Blind 
(AAWB), a predecessor organization of AER. The award honors 
an individual who has made significant contributions to the 
personal adjustment or rehabilitation of adults who are blind or 
visually impaired.  
  
Dr. MacFarland, who became blind at the age of nine, was a 
graduate of New York University and held vocational 
rehabilitation positions at the New Jersey Commission for the 
Blind and Delaware Commission for the Blind. He then joined the 
Virginia Commission for the Visually Handicapped as assistant 
director, then director, prior to joining the federal government in 
1964. He served twice as president of AAWB, in 1963 and 1969. 
He was also a trustee of the board of directors of the American 
Foundation for the Blind, a member of the World Council for the 
Welfare of the Blind, an advisor to the Seeing Eye Grants 
Foundation, and author of numerous published articles and 
papers. Awards for his work on behalf of the blind included the 
Order of the Republic of Tunisia and the AFB Migel Medal. AER 
honors him at biennial conferences with the MacFarland Seminar 
and the Douglas C. MacFarland Award. 

ABOUT THE DOUGLAS C. MacFARLAND AWARD 



  

This year’s recipient is  

Timothy Hindman 

  

Timothy Hindman has been a Vision 

Rehabilitation Specialist for over 28 years. He 

graduated from San Francisco State 

University with an M.A. in Clinical 

Rehabilitation with an emphasis on vision 

loss.  

 

He has taught children as a teacher of the visually 

impaired, provided vocational rehab counseling, low 

vision and O&M training to work-age adults and 

delivered services to the elderly as a vision rehab 

provider.  

 

Tim is currently the Coordinator of Blind and Visually 

Impaired Services for the state of New Hampshire. 

 

  

JOHN H. McAULAY AWARD 



About the McAulay Award 
  
The John H. McAulay Award was established to honor 
professionals who have contributed outstanding efforts and 
achievements leading to the placement of people with visual 
impairments in productive employment. 
  
About John Henry McAulay 
John Henry McAulay, a pioneer in vocational rehabilitation of the 
blind, died in 1958 at the age of 59. Despite total blindness 
caused by an accident during his college days, Mr. McAulay 
served as a specialist in the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department of the U.S. Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare from 1942 until 1953, when he retired because of 
Parkinson’s disease.  
  
Mr. McAuley’s major work was in touring industrial plants to 
identify jobs that could be filled by blind persons, and in training 
members of state rehabilitation agencies. His book, Vocational 
Schools as Training Facilities for Blind Workers, was published 
by the American Foundation for the Blind in 1954. (Sources: 
Koestler, 1976; New Outlook for the blind, 1958) 
  

 

  

ABOUT THE JOHN H. McAULAY AWARD 



This year’s recipient is  

Carl R. Augusto 

   

Carl Augusto retired in 2016 having served 

as President and CEO for the American 

Foundation for the Blind for 25 years. He 

also was the Executive Director for the 

Cincinnati Association for the Blind, held 

administrative positions with the National 

Accreditation Council and served as a rehab 

counselor for two organizations.   

 

He has published articles within and outside the 

blindness field and received numerous honors, 

including awards from the Ohio and New York AER 

chapters.  

 

He is proud of his involvement with AER, having 

fostered close and productive relationships 

between AFB and AER.  He also chaired AER’s 

national Certification Review, Strategic Planning, 

and Bylaws and Structure Committees. 

  

 

 

  

AMBROSE M. SHOTWELL AWARD 



About the Shotwell Award 
The Ambrose M. Shotwell Memorial Award was 
established to honor an individual who has made 
significant outstanding contributions to the personal 
adjustment or rehabilitation of adults who are blind or 
visually impaired. These leadership contributions have 
had an impact on a national or international level through 
their direct effect on people with visual impairments 
through the insight or inspiration that they provided to 
rehabilitation personnel in other states or nations. 
  
About Ambrose M. Shotwell 
Ambrose M. Shotwell was a teacher, organizer, “benign 
agitator” and librarian. He was a key leader in the 
organization of blind people to make known their 
problems and needs, according to their experience and 
point of view with respect to services offered them by 
society. He was one of the founders of the American Blind 
Peoples’ Higher Improvement Association in 1895, which 
became the American Association of Workers for the Blind 
in 1905. He functioned at many levels in work for the 
blind, was an expert on braille, operated a stereotype 
machine himself, functioning for many years at the 
“Saginaw Center” for which he had lobbied in the Michigan 
legislature. In Wisconsin, he had pressed for a school for 
the blind separate from the school for the deaf but was 
excluded from the institution resulting therefrom.  
  
Shotwell was never a superintendent - he taught at the 
Arkansas School for the Blind for a number of years and 
then was Assistant Superintendent and Librarian at the 
Michigan Employment Institution for the Blind for several 
decades prior to his retirement in 1927 - but the pressures 
exerted by him and other lower-level workers for the blind 
had much to do with changing the focus, and eventually 
the locus, of education of blind children. (Sources: Hardy & 
Cull, 1972; Koestler, 1976). 
  

ABOUT THE AMBER M. SHOTWELL AWARD 



This year’s recipient is  

Tiffany Wild 

  

Dr. Tiffany Wild began her education career 

as a middle school science and math teacher.  

Her interest in visual impairment began when 

students with visual impairments were 

placed in her classroom without any support.  

Those students inspired Dr. Wild to become a 

Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments (TVI).  

Dr. Wild was awarded a prestigious doctoral 

fellowship with the National Center for Leadership 

in Visual Impairments to pursue her doctoral 

degree and her dissertation was awarded the 

“Dissertation of the Year” by the Council for 

Exceptional Children’s Division on Visual 

impairment.  

  

Currently, Dr. Wild is an associate professor in the 

Department of Teaching and Learning in the 

College of Education and Human Ecology and is the 

lead faculty of the program in visual impairment. 

She is the Past-President of the Ohio Chapter of 

AER, conference chair for the Ohio AER state 

conference; Past-President of the Council for 

Exceptional Children’s Division on Visual 

Impairment and Deafblindness (DEVIDB) and is on 

the committee for the CEC DVIDB visual impairment 

licensure standards.  Dr. Wild’s research focuses on 

science education for students with visual 

impairments.   

 

Dr. Wild has published and presented both 

nationally and internationally. It is through her 

research endeavors that she has been asked to 

collaborate on numerous research projects and to 

present at national, state, and local conventions.     

RICHARD WELSH CHAPTER LEADERSHIP AWARD 



 

This year’s recipient is the 

AER Wisconsin Chapter 

   

 AER Wisconsin chapter has seen the rise of new, 

strong, enthusiastic leaders, such as Meghan 

Fredel, Micaela Smith, and Jean Kenevan. 

Additionally, we continue to benefit from 

"established" leaders, such as Jean Kalscheur, and 

Trudy Stachowiak.  

 

Our annual conference, which was canceled in 

2014 due to lack of registrants, has come back, 

stronger than ever. After many years of having a 

WAER Conference and a separate "Vision Teachers 

Conference", (put on by the Department of Public 

Instruction), AER Wisconsin convinced all parties 

involved that one big conference would be in the 

best interest of everyone. A conference committee 

was created and the Collaborative Vision 

Conference (CVC) was born. Now in its 4
th

 year, the 

CVC has become a strong, vibrant conference, 

which primarily uses Wisconsin education and 

rehabilitation professionals as its source of 

presenters. It is amazing to hear from the 

wonderful talent in our state.  

 

Wisconsin is truly and small, but mighty chapter. 

Each year, WAER offers a college scholarship to a 

pre-service TVI, O&M'er, or VRT who is a Wisconsin 

resident and has a verifiable commitment to 

teaching in Wisconsin. WAER also supports the 

annual Wisconsin White Cane Day Celebration and 

will be this year's host for the NCOMA Conference, 

which will be held September 28-29 in Milwaukee.  

OUTSTANDING CHAPTER AWARD 



AER wishes to congratulate all of our award 

recipients, and we thank you for attending this 

special recognition luncheon. 

 

Who will inspire you next? For more 

information about these awards, including the 

criteria to nominate your colleagues, visit our 

website at www.aerbvi.org/awards. We look 

forward to recognizing the next round of 

champions at the AER International Conference 

2020 in Saint Louis, MO. 

 

For a full list of previous AER Awards 

recipients, please visit our website at  

www.aerbvi.org/professional-

development/aer-awards/previous-aer-award-

winners/ 

 

 

 

 

AER Awards Committee 2018 

 

Kathryn Botsford, Chair 

Keiko Namekata 

Matthew Hogle  

Melva Stolhand 
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Robin Loen

 

 


