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Greetings from AER’s President & Executive Director     

 

Dear Conference Participants, 

Welcome to the AER International Conference 2018! AER’s conference program 
committee and office staff have worked hard to ensure that this conference will 
be one to remember. This is an exciting time for professionals from all over the 

globe to come together to learn, grow; and become even more motivated and 
responsive. The world is an exciting area in which we work, study and play, 
and it is gatherings like the AER International Conference that we meet and 

bring inspired people together to ensure our professionals remains at the 
cutting edge.  

 
One of the most important aspects of our conference is the level of professional 
development opportunities that are available. With over 180 concurrent 

sessions, two special seminars, and a Leadership Academy you will be 
informed and challenged in many different ways. This five day conference is 
packed with many activities that are sure to keep you busy but more 

importantly engaged. As an organization, we are transforming the way we 
operate as a unit and continuously using our core values of Compassion, 

Diversity, Independence and Integrity as the driving force of our work. We 
should all be very proud of where we are today and excited about where we are 
headed.  

 
Before I close, I’d like to thank each of you for attending the conference and 

bringing your expertise and passions. All of this would not have been made 
possible without you! During your time here, I hope you utilize the resources 
that are made available to you, establish and meet new friends and contacts; 

and continue to expand your network. Stay engaged, have fun, and continue to 
grow as professionals in this very rewarding field! 
 

Sincerely,  

                                                 
        

Joe Catavero                                                                      Lou Tutt 

Board President                                                                 Executive Director 
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Welcome from the 2018 Conference Program Chair 

Dear Conference Attendees, 
 

On behalf of the AER International Conference 2018 program committee, I 

want to extend a warm welcome to each of you! Reno, “The Little Big City,” 

provides an exceptional backdrop for our conference. Known for its resilience, 

Reno embodies both passion and dedication, just like our professionals. Here 

you will have a chance to gain new insights, learn different approaches, elevate 

your understanding in key areas and so much more. There is no other event 

that can offer what will be provided over the next 5 days; and I challenge you to 

seek out every chance to find ways and information to advance your practice 

while you are here in Reno. 
 

We want you to learn, talk with presenters, network with your colleagues; and 

have the best time ever! The Peppermill Resort offers a variety of amenities with 

two gorgeous pools for you to soak up the sun and relax after a day of learning 

and growing professionally. Other amenities include shopping, a full service 

spa, a fitness center to burn off all of the amazing food that you partake in 

during your stay in Reno and nightclubs to dance the night away. These are 

just a few amenities for you to enjoy after a full day of sessions and more 

sessions!  
 

Of course we can’t forget about the beautiful scenery that Reno has to offer. 

There are beautiful parks that you might find yourself taking a stroll through 

such as the Truckee River Walk, Virginia Lake Park and Galena Creek Park. A 

few other hot spots that you might find yourself visiting is the National 

Automobile Museum, the Discovery Museum, Fleischmann Planetarium which 

is located on the beautiful campus of the University Nevada and the Sierra 

Safari Zoo. We hope you have an amazing experience here in Reno. We have so 

much planned to ensure that you have a memorable as well as a professionally 

beneficial experience. Without you, there would be no us! You are the backbone 

of this organization; and we salute you!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Christy Shepard 
Program Chair 
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AER International Conference 2018 Sponsors  

 
Special thanks is extended to the 2018 Conference Sponsors for going the extra 
mile and providing immeasurable support to help make this an outstanding 

conference.  
 

 
 
PLATINUM SPONSOR 
Vanda Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Booth No. 201 
2200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20037   USA 
202-734-3400     info@vandapharma.com 
www.vandapharma.com 

 
Vanda Pharmaceuticals is working to advance the science of developing new 
medicines through novel approaches to address unmet medical needs and 

improve the lives of patients. The company produces Hetlioz™ (tasimelteon) for 
the treatment of Non- 24- Hour Sleep-Wake Disorder (Non-24). The drug is the 

first of its kind to target a circadian rhythm disorder that affects people who 
are blind and have no light perception. 
 

 
GOLD SPONSOR  
American Printing House for the Blind 
Booth No. 203 
1839 Frank Art Avenue 
Louisville, KY  40206   USA 
800-223-1839     info@aph.org 
www.aph.org 
 
APH is the world’s largest company devoted to making products for people who 

are blind and visually impaired, and is the official supplier of educational 
materials for blind students in the U.S. working at less than college level. Visit 

our website at www.aph.org, shopping site at shop.aph.org, or call 800-223-
1839 for more information. 
 

 
SILVER SPONSOR 
HumanWare 
Booth No 303 
P.O. Box 800, 1 UPS Way  
Champlain, NY  12919 USA 
(800) 722-3393     info@humanware.com 
www.humanware.com  

http://www.humanware.com/
mailto:info@humanware.com
http://www.humanware.com/
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HumanWare is the global leader in assistive technology for people who are 

blind or have low vision. HumanWare offers a wide range of innovative 
products, including the BrailleNote Touch, first Google certified braille tablet, 

the iOS compatible Brailliant braille displays, Victor Reader ®, the world’s 
leading family of digital audiobook players, the unique Prodigi® family of 
desktop and portable vision and reading systems, and the ultra-portable 

explore line of electronic handheld magnifier. 
 
 

BRONZE SPONSOR 
Perkins School for the Blind  
Booth No 101 
175 North Beacon Street 
Watertown, MA 02472    USA 
617-924-3434     info@perkins.org 
www.perkins.org 

 
Perkins School for the Blind serves students 3-22 years with no low vision, 

including deafblindness. We are leaders in addressing CVI (primary cause of 
vision impairment in children) and teaching the Expanded Core Curriculum to 
help student’s access academics and acquire social and independent living 

skills sighted peers learn incidentally.                                                                                                                                                   
 
 

PEARL SPONSOR 
Blindfold Games 
5900 Collins 
Miami Beach, Florida 33140 USA 
marty@blindfoldgames.org 
www.blindfoldgames.org 
 
Blindfold Games will provide educational curriculum via games for pre-K to 

12th grade students with visual impairments. Using the “learning through 
gamification” concept that was proven successful in the Blindfold Games 

series, our new games will be based on the goals and objectives in each 
student’s Individual Education Plan, recording the student’s progress 
automatically in the cloud, and sharing it in a dashboard with all members of 

the student’s IEP team. 

 

 

 

 

A special thanks to the Northern California 

Chapter! 
The AER Board of Directors, Program Committee and the AER staff 

extend a resounding THANKS to the Northern California Chapter for 

the support and input that helped to give world class shape to the 

conference!   
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AER Board of Directors 2016-2018 

Officers 
President: Joe Catavero 
President-Elect: Janie Blome 

Past President: Christy Shepard 
Secretary: Laura Bozeman 

Treasurer: Jennifer Wheeler 
 
Division Representatives 

Related Services: Olga Overbury, Northeast Chapter 
Administration & Leadership, Psychosocial Services, Information & Technology, 
Low Vision, & Personnel Prep, International Services and Global Issues, 

Physical Activity and Recreation 

Adult Services: Neva Fairchild, Texas Chapter 
Rehab Counseling & Employment Services, Vision Rehabilitation Therapy, & 

Division on Aging 

Instructional Services: Texas Chapter 
Multiple Disabilities and Deafblind, Infant & Preschool, Education Curriculum, 
& Itinerant Personnel 

Large Divisions Representative: Justin T. Kaiser, Orientation & Mobility, South 
Carolina Chapter 

District Representatives 
District 1 Representative: Rajiv Panikkar, Arizona Chapter 

AK, AB, AZ, BC, CO, HI, NO (Northern CA), NM, NT, NV, OR, SO (Southern CA), 
UT, WA, Northern Rockies (ID, MT, WY), YT 

District 2 Representative: Renee Miller, Oklahoma Chapter 
AR, DK (North and South), IA, KS, LA, MB, MO, OK, SK, TX 

District 3 Representative: Collette Bauman, Michigan Chapter 
IL, IN, MI, MN, ON, WI 

District 4 Representative: John McMahon, Northeast Chapter 
Northeast (CT, MA, ME, NB, NF, NH, NS, PEI, QC, RI, VT), NY 

District 5 Representative: Tamara Greenwood, Georgia Chapter 

AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, PR, SC, TN 

District 6 Representative: Kimberly Coleman, Virginia Chapter 
DC/MD, NJ, OH, Penn-Del (PA, DE), VI, VA, WV 
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Additional Representatives 
Council of Chapter Presidents Representative: Amy Campbell, North Carolina 

Chapter 
Council of Division Chairs Representative: Jill Brown, Texas Chapter 

Canadian Representative: Carole Williams, Ontario Chapter 
Student Representative: Susan Yarbrough 

Key Central Office Staff 

Louis M. Tutt, Executive Director 

Angela Smith, Deputy Executive Director/Chief Operating Officer 

Michele Basham, Membership Director 

Nana Dankyi, Senior Coordinator Internal Relations 

Michelle Benjamin, Senior Coordinator Projects and Services 

Conference Program Committee 2018 
Christy Shepard (Chair) 

Chelsea Bridges 

Jill Brown 
Becky Deerr 

Megan Fischer 

Scott Kies 
Debbie Louder 

Angela Smith (Staff Liaison) 
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Information and Special Events 

Conference Program Book 

Read fully your program book! The program book is your “2018 Conference 

GPS.” It provides everything that you need to navigate the conference. It 

includes a schedule at a glance, daily schedules for breakout sessions (listed by 

day and time), hotel map and an “information and special events” section that 

includes a list of events, meetings and activities and so much more.  

 
Conference Badges 
Please remember to wear your conference badges at all times. Your badge will 

permit entrance and access to general sessions, educational breakout sessions, 
networking events, exhibit hall and special events. Replacement badges are 

available at the registration desk. The badge replacement fee is $25. 
 
Registration & Help Desk 

The desk will be open daily during the conference during the following times:   
 
Wednesday, July 25     7-5pm 

Thursday, July 26     7-5pm 
Friday, July 27     8-5pm 

Saturday, July 28               8-5pm 
Sunday, July 29                 8-5pm 
 

 
Continuing Education (CE) Certificates 
A continuing education tracking form was provided with your registration 

materials and is also available online via the conference resource page. Please 

remember to complete the form and the evaluation; and return both to the 

conference registration desk prior to your departure. If you wish to return the 

CE tracking form and evaluation at a later time, please follow the instructions 

located on the form. To receive full credit, you must attend the entire session 

and log the session’s opening and closing codes that will be provided by the 

presenter. The opening code will be provided at the beginning of the session 

and the closing code will be provided at the end. In addition, you must 

complete an evaluation for each session that you attend. Electronic evaluations 

are available upon request by emailing memberservices@aerbvi.org. Once your 

CE form is processed by AER central office staff, a Continuing Education 

Certificate will be available that provides the total hours earned. For questions, 

additional assistance or if you require documentation for the Commission on 

mailto:memberservices@aerbvi.org
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Rehabilitation Counselor Certification (CRCC), please contact Angela Smith at 

(703) 671-5873 or angela@aerbvi.org. 

 
Conference Certificates 

Your Certificate of Attendance is located in the back of the conference program 
book. 
 

Photographic and Video Images 

Registration and attendance at, or participation in, AER conferences and other 

activities constitutes agreement by the participant to allow photographs and 

videos, if taken, to be used and distributed (both now and in the future) by 

AER for the purpose of sharing with the membership in some form and for 

some related purpose. 
 

Exhibit Hall Hours 

Thursday, July 26          7:30am-6pm 

Friday, July 27               7:30am-5:30pm 
 

Guide Dog Information & Supplies/Veterinarians 

For your convenience, there are two primary dog relief areas. They are located 

immediately outside the main front entrance. Should you need other items or 

services, the following are located near the Peppermill Reno area: 
 

Veterinary Hospitals 

Klaich Animal Hospital 

1990 S. Virginia Street 

Reno, NV  

775-826-1212 

https://klaichanimalhospital.com/ 

 

Southwest Veterinary Hospital 

960 W Moana Ln 

Reno, NV 89509 

775-825-7984 

http://www.swvhreno.com/ 

 

Mountainview Animal Hospital and Holistic Pet Care 

6474 Bonde Ln 

Reno, NV 89511 

775-853-6900 

https://mtnviewvet.net/ 

mailto:angela@aerbvi.org
https://klaichanimalhospital.com/
http://www.swvhreno.com/
https://mtnviewvet.net/


11 

Pet Stores 

Petsmart 

6675 S. Virginia St 

Reno, NV 89511 

775-852-8490

https://www.petsmart.com/

Pettin Place 

1121 Wells Ave 

Reno, NV 89502 

775-323-3348

No website available just a FB page

Puppies Plus LLC 

6405 S. Virginia St #1 

Reno, NV 89511 

775-852-7600

https://www.puppiesreno.com/

Special Events 

Wednesday 

AER Higher Education Accreditation Commission Meeting (HEAC), 
Wednesday, 7/25/2018 4:30-5:30pm 
Location: Executive Board Room 
Members of the HEAC will meet with Chair Dr. Bill Wiener. 

New Member Reception, Wednesday, 7/25/2018, 4:30-5:30pm 
Location: Tuscany 4 
Are you new to AER? The new member reception is open to all AER members 
who joined as a new member after August 1, 2016. Current membership 
required. 

Opening Session “Embracing a Renaissance,” with Dr. Yue-Ting Siu 
Wednesday, 7/25/2018, 6-8pm 
Location: Tuscany A-C  
This timely keynote address will touch upon the most pressing challenges of 
practice and identify possible strategies for interdisciplinary collaboration to 
implement innovative and collaborative solutions. 

https://www.petsmart.com/
https://www.puppiesreno.com/
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Opening “Welcome” Reception – Immediately Following the Opening 

Session 
Location: Capri Ballroom 

Join your colleagues old and new at the welcome reception. Hosted by AER’s 
President and AER’s Northern California Chapter, the reception is open to all 
conference attendees and is held immediately following the opening session. 

Unwind and relax with colleagues; and take this time to laugh, catch up and 
simply celebrate “you!”   

Thursday 

“Take the Lead Lou” Morning Walk/Run Fitness Activity, Thursday, 
7/26/2018, 6:00-7:00am 
Location: Meet in the Hotel Lobby 
Join AER’s Executive Director Lou Tutt for morning cardio! Whether you are a 
fast walker, slow walker or sprinter, come on down with Lou in the morning. 
Jumpstart your day the healthy way! Open to all conference participants. 

Special General Session “Division Showcase: Learning Communities” 

Thursday, 7/26/2018, 8:30-10am  

Location: Tuscany A-C 
AER Divisions are “learning communities” and provide a chance for members 
to learn, contribute and elevate their knowledge, skills and abilities in various 
content areas. Come and learn about the various divisions and their 
connectivity to your professional growth! 

NRAER Chapter Meeting, Thursday, 7/26/2018, 9-11am 

Room: Executive Board Room 

ACVREP and Vision Serve Alliance Luncheon Thursday, 7/26/2018, 12-
1:30pm 
Location: Sorrento 
Building Capacity in Vision Services Personnel Prep and Task Force Luncheon 

sponsored by ACVREP and Vision Serve Alliance (Private Event: Invitation 

Required) 

“Connect with Resources” Networking Break, Thursday, 7/26/2018, 2:30-

3:30pm 

Room: Exhibit Hall (Tuscany D-F) 
Take this opportunity to grab a snack and explore the many resources 

available to you. Snacks Provided. 
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Friday 

“Take the Lead Lou” Morning Walk/Run Fitness Activity, Friday, 
7/27/2018, 6:00-7:00am 
Location: Meet in the Hotel Lobby 
Join AER’s Executive Director Lou Tutt for morning cardio! Whether you are a 
fast walker, slow walker or sprinter, come on down with Lou in the morning. 
Jumpstart your day the healthy way! Open to all conference participants. 

AER Awards Luncheon, Friday, 7/27/2108, 12-1:30pm 

Location: Capri 

Join the celebration! The AER Awards Luncheon is a special event that 

recognizes the extraordinary work and accomplishments in the field. It is a 

time to celebrate the dedication and accomplishments that help to advance our 

work. Ticket required. 

AER Pre-Business Meeting “Bylaws” Session, Friday, 7/27/2018, 5:45-
6:45pm 
Location: Capri  
Take this value added opportunity to learn more about the proposed changes 
to the AER Bylaws that will be voted on during the AER business meeting 
Saturday 7/28/2018. Here you will have a chance to gain a deeper 
understanding of each proposed change, ask questions and have lively 
discussions. 

APH/AFB Partnership Reception Friday, 7/27/2018, 6:30-8:00pm 
Location: Sierra 1748  

National Federation of the Blind (NFB) Reception Friday, 7/27/2018, 6:30-
8:30pm, Location: Sorrento 3-4 

Saturday 

“Take the Lead Lou” Morning Walk/Run Fitness Activity, Saturday, 
7/28/2018, 6:00-7:00am 
Location: Meet in the Hotel Lobby 
Join AER’s Executive Director Lou Tutt for morning cardio! Whether you are a 
fast walker, slow walker or sprinter, come on down with Lou in the morning. 
Jumpstart your day the healthy way! Open to all conference participants. 

Poster Session & Breakfast, Saturday, 7/28/2018, 8-9:30am 
Location: Capri 
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Don’t miss this opportunity to meet leading authorities in the field as they 
showcase research and other meaningful advances and solutions. Open to all 
conference participants. 

New AER Board of Directors Orientation, Saturday, 12:30-2pm Room: 
Executive Board Room 
This is open to all new members of AER’s International Board of Directors, 
current and board members who will be serving a 2nd term. Here you will be 
provided an update on roles and responsibilities. (Lunch Provided) 

AER Business Meeting, Saturday, 7/28/2018, 5-7:30pm 
Location: Tuscany A-C 
Are you an AER member? If you are an AER member, don’t miss this chance to 
hear reports from the officers and executive director; and other business 
brought before the membership. Business items include a vote on proposed 
bylaws, the installation of the AER 2018-2020 Board of Directors, and much 
more. Remember to wear your conference badge. (Must have a current AER 
membership to attend.) 

Sunday 

“Take the Lead Lou” Morning Walk/Run Fitness Activity, Sunday, 
7/29/2018, 7:00-8:00am 
Location: Meet in the Hotel Lobby 
Join AER’s Executive Director Lou Tutt for morning cardio! Whether you are a 
fast walker, slow walker or sprinter, come on down with Lou in the morning. 
Jumpstart your day the healthy way! Open to all conference participants. 

Closing General Session, Sunday, 7/29/2018, 1:30-3pm 
Location: Tuscany A-C 
Close out your conference journey with a keynote address by Dr. Bill 
Takeshita. 

Sessions, exhibits and special events have been selected to provide a maximum 
learning experience for conference participants. Please note that the ideas 
presented do not necessarily reflect AER’s official position. AER assumes no 
responsibility for any statement of fact or opinion presented during the 
conference nor does acceptance of advertising, exhibits, or sponsorships imply 
endorsements of any products or services by AER.  
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Division Events 

Division Events Day Time Location 

Orientation and Mobility 
Breakfast (Private: By Invitation 
Only) 

Thursday July 26 
7:00am-
8:00am 

Biscottis 

Infant and Preschool Business 
Meeting & Breakfast 

Thursday July 26 
7:00am-
8:00am 

Roma 1 

Division on Aging Business 
Meeting & Breakfast 

Thursday July 26 
7:00am-
8:00am 

Roma 2 

Personnel Preparation Business 
Meeting & Breakfast 

Thursday July 26 
7:00am-
8:00am 

Sierra 1748 

NVI Business Meeting 
Thursday July 26 

6:00pm-
7:15pm 

Executive 
Boardroom 
1735 

Vision Rehabilitation Therapy 
Business Meeting & Awards 
Reception 

Thursday July 26 
6:00pm-
7:15pm 

Roma 1 

Orientation and Mobility Awards 
Ceremony 

Thursday July 26 
6:00pm-
7:15pm 

Capri 1-2 

Orientation and Mobility Awards 
Reception 

Thursday July 26 
Following 
Ceremony 

Capri 3-4 

Instructional Division Reception 
(Itinerant, Multiple Disabilities 
& Education Curriculum)  

Thursday July 26 
6:00pm-
7:15pm 

Lakeview 

Orientation and Mobility 
Business Meeting & Breakfast 

Friday July 27 
7:00am-
8:30am 

Capri 

Rehabilitation Counseling and 
Employment Business Meeting 
& Breakfast 

Friday July 27 
7:00am-
8:30am 

Executive 
Boardroom 
1735 

Physical Activity and Recreation 

Business Meeting 

Friday July 27 
6:30pm-
7:30pm 

Valleyview 
1734 

Information and Technology 
Business Meeting  

Friday July 27 
6:30pm-
7:30pm 

Sorrento 1 

Low Vision Rehabilitation 
Business Meeting  

Friday July 27 
6:30pm-
7:30pm 

Executive 
Boardroom 
1735 

CDC Breakfast Meeting 
(Invitation Only) 

Sunday July 29 
7:00am-
8:30am 

Executive 
Boardroom 
1735 



 

 16 

Hotel Floor Plan 
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Conference Schedule at a Glance 

Wednesday – July 25, 2018 

Conference Event Time Location 

Conference Registration 7:00am-5:00pm Foyer 

NVI Seminar Pre-conference session 9:00am-4:00pm Tuscany 5-6 

Leadership Academy Pre-conference 
session 

9:00am-4:00pm Tuscany 3 

MacFarland Seminar: Innovations in 
Blind Access  

9:00am-4:00pm Tuscany 1-2 

New Member Reception 4:30pm-5:30pm  

Tuscany 4 

HEAC Meeting 4:30pm-5:30pm Executive 

Boardroom 
1735 

Opening General Session: Embracing 

a Renaissance” Yue-Ting Siu, PhD. 

6:00pm-8:00pm Tuscany A-

C 

President’s & Host Chapter Opening 

Reception 

8:00pm-9:30pm Capri 

Thursday –  July 26, 2018 

“Take the Lead Lou” Morning 
Walk/Run Fitness Activity 

6:00-7:00am Hotel Lobby 

Conference Registration 7:00am-5pm Foyer 

Orientation and Mobility Breakfast 

(Private: By Invitation Only) 

7:00am-8:00am Biscottis 

Infant and Preschool Business 

Meeting & Breakfast 

7:00am-8:00am Roma 1 

Division on Aging Business Meeting & 

Breakfast 

7:00am-8:00am Roma 2 

Personnel Preparation Business 

Meeting and Breakfast 

7:00am-8:00am Sierra 1748 

Exhibit Hall 7:30am-6:00pm Tuscany D-F 

General Session: Division 
Showcase/Learning Communities 

8:30am-10:00am Tuscany A-C 

NRAER Chapter Meeting 9:00am-11:00am Executive 
Boardroom 

1735 

Breakout Educational Sessions  10:30am-
12:00pm 

 

Lunch (On Your Own) 12:00pm-
1:30pm 

 

ACVREP and Vision Serve Alliance 
Luncheon (Invitation Required) 

12:00pm-
1:30pm 

Sorrento 
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Breakout Educational Sessions  1:30pm-2:30pm  

“Connect with Resources” Networking 
Break- (Snacks Provided) 

2:30-3:30pm Exhibit Hall 

Breakout Educational Sessions 3:30pm-4:30; 
3:30pm-5:30pm 

 

NVI Business Meeting 6:00pm-7:15pm Executive 
Boardroom 

1735 

Vision Rehabilitation Therapy 
Business Meeting & Awards 

6:00pm-7:15pm Roma 1 

Instructional Services Event (Multiple 
Disabilities, Itinerant, Ed Curriculum) 

6:00pm-7:15pm Lakeview 

Orientation & Mobility Awards 
Ceremony 

6:00pm-7:15pm Capri 1-2 

Orientation & Mobility Awards 
Reception  

(After Awards 
Ceremony) 

Capri 3-4 

Friday –  July 27, 2018 

“Take the Lead Lou” Morning 

Walk/Run Fitness Activity  

6:00am-7:00am Hotel Lobby 

Conference Registration  7:00am-5:00pm Foyer 

Orientation & Mobility Business 
Meeting & Breakfast 

7:00am-8:30am Capri 

Rehabilitation Counseling and 
Employment Business Meeting & 
Breakfast 

7:00am-8:30am Executive 
Boardroom 

1735 

Exhibit Hall 7:30-5:30pm Tuscany D-F 

Breakout Educational Sessions 9:00am-10:30am  

Breakout Educational Sessions 11:00am-
12:00pm 

 

AER Awards 2018 Luncheon or 
Lunch on Your Own 

12:00pm-
1:30pm 

Capri 

Breakout Educational Sessions 2:00pm-3:00pm  

Breakout Educational Sessions 3:30pm-4:30pm 

& 3:30pm-
5:30pm 

 

AER Pre-Business Meetings-Bylaws 
Discussion 

5:45pm-6:45pm Capri 

Low Vision Division Business Meeting 6:30pm-7:30pm Executive 
Boardroom 

1735 

Physical Activity and Recreation 
Division Business Meeting 

6:30pm-7:30pm Valleyview 
1734 

Information & Technology Business 
Meeting 

6:30pm-7:30pm Sorrento 1 
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NFB Reception 6:30pm-8:30pm Sorrento 3-4 

AFB/APH Reception 6:30pm-8:00pm Sierra 1748 

Saturday – July 28, 2018 

“Take the Lead Lou” Morning 
Walk/Run Fitness Activity 

6:00-7:00am Hotel Lobby 

Conference Registration 8:00am-5:00pm Foyer 

Poster Session & Breakfast 8:00am-9:30am Capri 

Breakout Educational Sessions 10:00am-11:00am 

Breakout  Educational Session 11:30am-12:30pm 

Lunch On Your Own 12:30pm-
2:00pm 

AER New Board Member Training 12:30pm-
2:00pm 

Executive 
Boardroom 

Breakout Educational Sessions 2:00pm-3:30pm 

AER Member Business Meeting 5:00pm-7:30pm Tuscany A-C 

Sunday –  July 29, 2018 

“Take the Lead Lou” Morning 

Walk/Run Fitness Activity,  

7:00-8:00am Hotel Lobby 

CDC Breakfast Meeting 7:00am-8:30am Executive 

Boardroom 
1735 

Breakout  Educational Sessions 9:00am-10:00am 

Breakout Educational Sessions 10:30am-

12:00pm 

Lunch On Your Own 12:00pm-

1:30pm 

Closing General Session “Keynote 

Speaker” Dr. Bill Takeshita 

1:30pm-3:00pm Tuscany A-C 
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Daily Breakout Sessions at a Glance  

Thursday 

Admin Lead 
Knowledge Management and 
Accessibility: A Case Study 

10:30am-
12pm Tuscany 4 

Aging 
Older Individuals who are Blind – Best 
Practices in Service Delivery 

10:30am-
12pm Naples 2 

Braille and 

Tactual  High Quality 3D Printed Maps 

10:30am-

12pm Tuscany 1 

Ed 

Using Quality Indicators to Guide Your 

JVIB Peer Reviews 

10:30am-

12pm Naples 1 

Ed 

Low Vision & Blindness Hardware and 
Software available through APH Quota 

Funds 

10:30am-

12pm Naples 6 

Info & Tech  

Literacy for All Visually Impaired 

Students 

10:30am-

12pm Naples 4 

IP 
Teaching Students the Nemeth Braille 
Code: Strategies and Resources 

10:30am-
12pm Tuscany 3 

Low Vision  "Good Old" Eccentric Viewing 
10:30am-
12pm Tuscany 5 

NVI CVI: Strategies for Success 
10:30am-
12pm Tuscany 8 

O&M  

What Accommodations are Used for 
Students with Disabilities Taking Cane 

Classes? 

10:30am-

12pm Naples 3 

Other  
The ABC's and 1,2,3s of Early Literacy 
for Children with Visual Impairments 

10:30am-
12pm Tuscany 7 

PA and 

Recreation 

Inclusion into Physical Education and 
After School Sports: A State-Run Model 

Program 

10:30am-

12pm Tuscany 6 

Personnel Prep 
Increasing Active Parent Involvement: 
Research with Early Intervention TVIs 

10:30am-
12pm Tuscany 2 

Personnel Prep 
Move a Muscle, Change a Thought, 
Transform Your Life 

10:30am-
12pm Naples 7 

Psychosocial 

Services  

Career Education, Transition, & Pre-

ETS Forum 

10:30am-

12pm Tuscany 9 

Admin Lead 

Pre-Employment Transition Services: 

Program Designs and Curriculum 
Development. 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Naples 6 

Birth to 4  

What is a National Board Exceptional 

Needs Specialist in Visual Impairment? 

1:30pm-

2:30pm Naples 1 
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Braille and 
Tactual  

The Journey of Teens Who Become a 
Dual Media User 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Tuscany 3 

Ed 

Florida’s Plan for Implementing OSEP 

Eligibility Standards for Students with 
Visual Impairments 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Naples 4 

Info & Tech  

The Use of Specialty Cameras for Self-

Analysis of Blindfold Travel 

1:30pm-

2:30pm Tuscany 7 

International  

Round Table Discussion on 

International Services and Global 
Issues 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Tuscany 2 

MDD  
Assessment of Children who are 
Deafblind 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Tuscany 1 

NVI 

Theory of Mind and Cerebral Visual 

Impairment 

1:30pm-

2:30pm Tuscany 6 

O&M  

Effect of guidance surfaces for on 

travelers with vision and mobility 
impairments 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Naples 7 

Other  

All About Advocacy - Comprehensive 

Vision Services from AZ 

1:30pm-

2:30pm Naples 3 

Personnel Prep 

Barriers and Facilitators in the Delivery 

of Expanded Core Curriculum 
Instruction 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Tuscany 9 

Psychosocial 

Services  

Evergreen: The First U.S. Veterans 

Blind Rehabilitation Center 

1:30pm-

2:30pm Tuscany 4 

Rehab 
Counseling  

Employment and Individuals who are 
Deaf-Blind: Current Statistics and 
Predictors of Employment 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Tuscany 8 

Rehab 

Counseling  

Physical Therapy and Orientation and 
Mobility: A Transdisciplinary Team 

Approach 

1:30pm-

2:30pm Naples 2 

VRT  
STEM & Expanded Core Curriculum: 
The New Dynamic Duo! 

1:30pm-
2:30pm Tuscany 5 

Admin Lead Safety for Itinerant Service Providers 
3:30pm-
4:30pm Naples 3 

Birth to 4  

Expanding the Core Curriculum: 
Parents and Preschoolers Reaching 

their Highest Potential 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Tuscany 3 

Braille and 
Tactual  

A Detailed Analysis of Reading Braille: 
More than Meets the Eye 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Naples 7 

Info & Tech  
Accessible Pedestrian Signals - Basics & 
Technology Advances 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Naples 2 



 

 23 

Info & Tech  
"The Who, What, When, Where and 
Why of Written Documentation" 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Tuscany 7 

IP 

Collaborative Lesson Plans and 

Assessment between O&Ms and TVIs 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Tuscany 1 

IP 
Two-Year Results from the MRVI 
Intervention Project 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Tuscany 4 

Low Vision  

21st Century Learning Tools for 
Caseload Connections, Collaborations, 
and Curriculum in ECC 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Tuscany 5 

MDD  

Building an LMA Toolkit for Assessing 
Non-Readers with Visual and Multiple 
Impairments 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Tuscany 2 

MDD  
Mission Possible: Multiple Disabilities, 
Deafblind and the ECC 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Tuscany 6 

PA and 

Recreation 

Community of Practice for Serving 

Older Individuals with Vision Loss 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Naples 6 

Psychosocial 
Services  

Current Issues for Students with Visual 

Impairments in Health and Sex 
Education 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Naples 1 

Rehab 
Counseling  

Helping Youth Put Their Best Foot 

Forward Through Job Search Skills 
Training 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Naples 4 

NVI 
CVI Policy and Procedures: Learning 
from One Another 

3:30pm-
5:30pm Tuscany 8 

VRT  

Functional Vision Assessment – Past, 

Present, and Future 

3:30pm-

5:30pm Tuscany 9 

 

Friday 

Admin Lead 

Connecting Individualized Instruction to 

Employment Readiness and Beyond 

9am-

10:30am Tuscany 5 

Braille and 
Tactual  

Education Professionals' Roundtable: 
Meeting the Needs of Today's Students 

9am-
10:30am Tuscany 2 

Braille and 
Tactual  Tactile Overlays for the iPad 

9am-
10:30am Naples 6 

Info & Tech  

A Personnel PrepPrep Roundtable: 

Moving Towards Robust Distance 
Instruction Practices 

9am-
10:30am Naples 1 
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IP 
Make and Take: Exploring the Senses 
with the Expanded Core Curriculum 

9am-
10:30am Tuscany 1 

Low Vision  There is Nothing Mild About "Mild" CVI 
9am-
10:30am Tuscany 8 

Low Vision  
The ultimate dog guide school 
workshop 

9am-
10:30am Naples 2 

NVI 

What Neuroimaging can Tell us About 
Cortical/Cerebral Visual Impairment 
(CVI) 

9am-
10:30am Tuscany 7 

O&M  
O&M VISSIT: Innovative Tool for 
Determining O&M Service Intensity 

9am-
10:30am Tuscany 6 

Other  

Using O&M and Augmented Reality to 
Enhance Independence for Blind 
Individuals 

9am-
10:30am Naples 4 

PA and 

Recreation 

Camp Abilities Panel Discussion: What 
is Happening with Camp Abilities Near 

You? 

9am-

10:30am Tuscany 9 

Psychosocial 
Services  

UEB and You: Roundtable Exploration 

of the Implementation of Unified 
English Braille 

9am-
10:30am Naples 3 

VRT  Senior Adult Program Specialist 

9am-

10:30am Tuscany 4 

VRT  Rehabilitation Through 1Touch Project 

9am-

10:30am Tuscany 3 

Admin Lead 

Ohio’s Collaborative Approach: 

Empowering Districts through Teacher 
Prep, Research/Development, and 
Direct Service 11am-12pm Naples 6 

Aging 
A Practical Guide to Understanding and 
Prescribing Lighting in Low Vision 11am-12pm Tuscany 3 

Birth to 4  

Lap time and Lullabies: Sharing the 
Joys of Literacy With Infants and 
Toddlers 11am-12pm Tuscany 1 

Birth to 4  

Literacy, Cognitive, and Motor Skill 
Outcomes Using Inclusive 

Environments and Tools 11am-12pm Tuscany 6 

Ed 

From University Program Review to 
Higher Education Accreditation: The 

AER Accreditation Program 11am-12pm Tuscany 4 

Ed 
Using Accessible Media with Students 
who are Blind and Low Vision 11am-12pm Tuscany 5 
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International  

Identifying cost-effective interventions 
to include the visually impaired in 
science and mathematics 11am-12pm Tuscany 2 

IP 
The Partnership Program for Itinerant 
Services 11am-12pm Naples 3 

IP 

Promoting Graphics Literacy: What We 

Learned From a National Pilot Study 11am-12pm Tuscany 8 

O&M  
ADL and O&M Anyone? A Blueprint to 
Create a Residential Summer Program! 11am-12pm Naples 1 

O&M  
Utilizing Electronic Navigation Devices 
to Complement Traditional O&M Tools 11am-12pm Naples 7 

PA and 

Recreation 

Student Transition Enrichment 

Program (STEP) 11am-12pm Naples 4 

PA and 
Recreation 

Confidence in Movement and Motor 

Skills for Children with Visual 
Impairments 11am-12pm Tuscany 9 

VRT  

Technical Advisors: An Innovative 

Approach to Providing Professional 
Development and Supporting Staff 11am-12pm Tuscany 7 

VRT  

VRT: Do the Tried and True Methods 

Still Work? 11am-12pm Naples 2 

Birth to 4  

Voices From the Field: TSVIs Describe 

Their Learning Media Assessment 
Practices 2pm-3pm Tuscany 7 

Birth to 4  

TRANSITION - When Does it Really 

Begin? 2pm-3pm Naples 7 

Ed 

Evaluation and Working SMART: 40 

Evaluation Strategies in 60 Minutes 2pm-3pm Naples 1 

IP 

Walking the Tightrope: Teaching Braille 
Reading While Maintaining Early 
Childhood Best Practice 2pm-3pm Tuscany 3 

Low Vision  

“How do other programs do …?” 
National Perspective on Older Blind 

Services 2pm-3pm Naples 2 

Low Vision  
Bringing Digital Graphics to Life: The 
Promise of Multimodal Touchscreens 2pm-3pm Naples 4 

Low Vision  
A year in rehabilitation with people with 
artificial vision from retinal prosthesis 2pm-3pm Tuscany 4 

MDD  The NIVI Project 2pm-3pm Tuscany 9 

MDD  
Technology for Students with Multiple 
Disabilities 2pm-3pm Naples 6 
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NVI 
Cerebral Visual Impairment - A Case 
Study 2pm-3pm Tuscany 8 

O&M  
TAPIN: Systematic Recovery Method 
without the Guessing 2pm-3pm Tuscany 6 

Other  

Challenges and inspiration of teaching 

English to BVI adults in Russia 2pm-3pm Naples 3 

Other  Extreme Home Makeover – VI Edition 2pm-3pm Tuscany 2 

PA and 
Recreation 

The Benefits of Extra-Curricular 
Activities for Youths with Visual 
Impairments 2pm-3pm Tuscany 5 

Rehab 
Counseling  

Job Retention and Career 
Advancement: What We Know Now 2pm-3pm Tuscany 1 

Aging 

Enhancing Independence with a Low 

Vision Focus 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Naples 2 

Birth to 4  
ECC: Expanded Core Curriculum/Every 
Child Can 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Naples 6 

Braille and 
Tactual  

STEM Project-Based Learning 
Opportunities /Exploration of 

Mentorship for Students with Visual 
Impairments 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Naples 1 

Braille and 
Tactual  When Braille Reads You 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Tuscany 1 

Ed 

Accessible Interactive Simulations for 

Science Education 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Tuscany 3 

Ed 

Accessing Education Curriculum 

Resources 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Naples 7 

Ed 

The Great Balancing Act: Juggling Core 
Curriculum and Expanded Core 

Curriculum Demands 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Naples 3 

IP 

Collaborative Consultation with 
Videoconferencing - Appending the 

Service Delivery Model in Texas 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Tuscany 2 

MDD  
Access and Success for Students with 
Visual Impairments 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Naples 4 

O&M  
Transportation Research: Where are we 
Now? 

3:30pm-
4:30pm Tuscany 5 

Psychosocial 

Services  

The Hidden Curriculum of a College 

Education 

3:30pm-

4:30pm Tuscany 4 

Info & Tech  Making More Braille with BrailleBlaster 

3:30pm-

5:30pm Tuscany 7 
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Saturday 

Admin Lead 

Achieving Adult Self-Efficacy and 
Improved Family Dynamics through 

Early Instruction 

10am-

11am Naples 3 

Aging 

Mathematica's Free Data Analytics Tool 

for Agency and Organization Program 
Evaluation 

10am-
11am Tuscany 3 

Aging 

Leadership Lessons Learned for 
Blindness Professionals at the 2016 Rio 
Paralypics 

10am-
11am Tuscany 9 

Braille and 
Tactual  

Touching Our Solar System: Project-
Based Learning Experiences for 
Students with Visual Impairments 

10am-
11am Tuscany 4 

Ed Touching the Future in Tactile Graphics 
10am-
11am Tuscany 8 

Info & Tech  
Creating Digital Materials -- Best 
Practices 

10am-
11am Tuscany 6 

Info & Tech  

Developing an Accessible Indoor 

Navigation Application: Perceptions of 
785 Legally Blind adults 

10am-
11am Naples 6 

IP 

What Do Quality Services Look Like for 
Rural Students with Low-Incidence 
Disabilities? 

10am-
11am Tuscany 1 

Low Vision  Learn to Use a 3D Pen 
10am-
11am Tuscany 5 

MDD  
Training Interveners, A Pilot Project You 
Can Use 

10am-
11am Naples 7 

O&M  

Are we all on the same page? Using 

traffic sound for alignment. 

10am-

11am Naples 2 

PA and 
Recreation 

What Color Is Paradise? - Analysis of An 
Audio Description 

3:30pm-
5:30pm Tuscany 8 

Personnel Prep 

Beyond I-M-ABLE: Expanding our 

Students' Literacy Capabilities through 
Expanding their Worlds. 

3:30pm-
5:30pm Tuscany 9 

Personnel Prep 

How to Complete an Usher Syndrome 

Screening 

3:30pm-

5:30pm Tuscany 6 

Other  
AER Bylaws and Structure Committee 
Roundtable Discussion 

5:45pm-
6:45pm Capri 
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Other  Everybody Counts or Nobody Counts 
10am-
11am Naples 1 

Personnel Prep 
Echoidentification - Getting the Most 
Back From Sound 

10am-
11am Tuscany 7 

Psychosocial 
Services  

Pervasive Pet Passengers Posing as 

Service Animals Provokes Perception 
and Policy Changes 

10am-
11am Tuscany 2 

VRT  
Is there really an accessible app for 
that? 

10am-
11am Naples 4 

Info & Tech  

Supporting Different Learning Needs 

with Emerging Technologies 

11:30am-

12:30pm Naples 7 

Info & Tech  Getting More Braille into Classrooms 
11:30am-
12:30pm Naples 4 

International  
Experiences of Turkish University 
Students with Visual Impairments 

11:30am-
12:30pm Tuscany 3 

International  

An update and overview of what your 

Certification Body is doing 

11:30am-

12:30pm Tuscany 2 

IP 

Collaboration and Interstate 
Partnerships in Training Teachers of 

Students with Visual Impairments 

11:30am-

12:30pm Naples 3 

Low Vision  
Vision After Brain Surgeries Which 
Remove An Occipital Lobe 

11:30am-
12:30pm Tuscany 1 

MDD  

Tools to Determine Technology and 
Communication Needs for Students 
with Multiple Disabilities 

11:30am-
12:30pm Tuscany 6 

NVI 
Compromised Brains and How to 
Maximize Efficiency for Learning Skills 

11:30am-
12:30pm Naples 1 

O&M  Essential Apps for O&M 
11:30am-
12:30pm Tuscany 5 

PA and 

Recreation 

Balance it out: Using stability exercises 
and assessment to promote movement 

opportunities 

11:30am-

12:30pm Naples 6 

Psychosocial 

Services  

Mentors, Resources, Community: A 

Recipe for College Success 

11:30am-

12:30pm Tuscany 8 

Psychosocial 

Services  

Just Behave! Teacher Needs: Let's 
prepare TVIs to address challenging 

student behavior 

11:30am-

12:30pm Tuscany 9 

Rehab 

Counseling  

Adventures in Wonderland, exploring 
complex connections between vision, 

neurology, light and color 

11:30am-

12:30pm Naples 2 
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Rehab 

Counseling  

Tactile Crosswalk Diagrams Improve 
Street-Crossing Confidence in Blind 

Pedestrians 

11:30am-

12:30pm Tuscany 4 

VRT  

Individualizing Braille Literacy 

Instruction for Print Readers with 
Visual Impairments 

11:30am-
12:30pm Tuscany 7 

Aging 
Aging and Vision Loss Research 
Roundtable 

2pm-
3:30pm Naples 4 

Birth to 4  

Establishing research based best 

practices in Early Childhood; Miami 
Lighthouse Inclusion Program 

2pm-
3:30pm Tuscany 2 

Braille and 
Tactual  

Creating Quality Tactile Graphics using 

Tactileview software and a Basic-D 
Embosser 

2pm-
3:30pm Tuscany 7 

Braille and 
Tactual  

Easy As 1-2-3: Fundamentals of UEB 
for Math 

2pm-
3:30pm Tuscany 5 

Info & Tech  

3D Printed Materials: From Idea to 

Implementation 

2pm-

3:30pm Tuscany 9 

International  

"Are you ready yet?" Preparing for 

future employment in Australia. 

2pm-

3:30pm Naples 1 

IP Orientation & Mobility Specialist 
2pm-
3:30pm Tuscany 6 

MDD  
Texas 2 STEPS: These Boots Were Made 
for Walking 

2pm-
3:30pm Tuscany 3 

MDD  

Who’s the Baby?: Identification of 

young children with visual impairment 

2pm-

3:30pm Tuscany 4 

NVI 

CVI Companion Guide to 
Developmental Guidelines for Infants 

with Visual Impairments 

2pm-

3:30pm Tuscany 1 

O&M  

Indoor Explorer: An Open Platform for 

Orientation, Location, and Navigation 
Indoors 

2pm-
3:30pm Naples 3 

O&M  

IRS- Identifying, Referring, and Serving 

Our Youngest Learners in New Mexico 

2pm-

3:30pm Naples 7 

O&M  O&M for the Birth-3 Population 

2pm-

3:30pm Naples 6 

Other  

Vision and Autism, it's not what you 

think. 

2pm-

3:30pm Naples 2 

Other  

TVIs and CI (Convergence 
Insufficiency): The Elephant in the 

Room 

2pm-

3:30pm Tuscany 8 
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Sunday 

Birth to 4  

Collaboration Serving Autism Spectrum 

Disorder and Visual Impairment using 
PECS Modified 

9am-
10am Tuscany 5 

Braille and 

Tactual  

Diagnostic Assessments for Students with 
Visual Impairments: What's in Your 

Toolbox? 

9am-

10am Naples 2 

Ed 
TVI Tools; Tools to Help the Classroom 
Teacher Help You 

9am-
10am Naples 7 

Info & Tech  

Technology Access for Visually Impaired 

Students 

9am-

10am Naples 4 

NVI 

Systems Change: Creating Access for 

Students with CVI 

9am-

10am Tuscany 3 

O&M  
Orientation and Mobility Training during 
World War I 

9am-
10am Naples 1 

Other  

Training Teachers of Children with 
Multiple Disabilities in Shanxi Province, 
China 

9am-
10am Tuscany 1 

PA and 
Recreation National Blind Sports Day 

9am-
10am Tuscany 4 

Personnel Prep 
Teamwork: How to build an educational 
team despite being itinerant 

9am-
10am Naples 3 

Aging 

Using touch signals to communicate 

silently with dog guide users during travel 

10:30am-

12pm Tuscany 2 

Info & Tech  
Results from a Braille Mobile App Research 
Study 

10:30am-
12pm Naples 1 

MDD  
Visual Assessment of children with PIMD, 
the Dutch way 

10:30am-
12pm Naples 3 

NVI 

How Vision and Perception are Affected by 

ABI. 

10:30am-

12pm Tuscany 7 

Personnel Prep 

Evaluate, Reflect, Collaborate, Implement: 
Unique Practicum Experiences for 

Preservice Visual Impairment Professionals 

10:30am-

12pm Naples 7 

Psychosocial 
Services  

The Effects of Running Guide Dogs on 
Runners with Visual Impairments 

10:30am-
12pm Naples 6 
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Wednesday July 25, 2018 Events 

MacFarland Seminar: Innovations in Blind Access 

Room: Tuscany 1-2, 9-4pm 

This full-day session will present new research and technology solutions for 

blind people emerging from the NIDILRR-Sponsored Rehabilitation Engineering 

Research Center (RERC) at the Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute in San 

Francisco. This Center has been the source of many innovations in the 

blindness world that are now widely adopted. This program will report on 

current and recent research and development projects at the RERC. The overall 

theme is blind access to information of all kinds. Presentations and demos will 

cover the following areas: O&M Technology, Braille, Graphics and Spatial 

Information Access, Video Access and STEM Access and harnessing the Maker 

Movement. 

Leadership Academy 

Room: Tuscany 3, 9-4pm 

Would it be wonderful to walk into a leadership position and lead the charge 

toward efficiency, effectiveness, and higher gains and productivity with a 

simple stroke of a magic wand? The AER Leadership Academy is like a “wand.” 

Here you will learn the essentials for modern day leadership and the many 

facets that work together to determine successful leadership. This full day 

seminar will explore “Role vs. Action.” Role— what are those qualities that drive 

toward successful leadership?  Action— what are the foundational skills 

leaders should know: diversifying revenue via fundraising, program 

development, program evaluation, Strategic Imaging to name a few! 

NVI: Global and Professional Perspectives 

Room: Tuscany 5-6, 9-4pm 

This pre-conference seminar is a full day event and will focus on Neurological 

Visual Impairment (NVI). Join leading experts as they explore and share 

current information aimed at bridging the gaps and increasing awareness. 

 

HEAC Meeting 

Room: Executive Boardroom, 4:30-5:30pm 

 

New Members Reception 

Room: Tuscany 4, 4:30-5:30pm 

 

 



 

 32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Reception Immediately Following the Opening Session 

Room: Capri Ballroom 

Opening Session “Embracing a Renaissance” 

Time: 6-8pm 

Room: Tuscany A-C 

 

Keynote Speaker: Yue-Ting Siu, Ph.D 

Ting is a Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments (TVI) and 

coordinates the teacher preparation program in visual 

impairments at San Francisco State University. She began her 

teaching career as a paraprofessional in the Deafblind Program at 

the Perkins School for the Blind and later taught at the Jewish 

Guild for the Blind, NYC Department of Education, and local Bay 

Area school districts. Ting is perhaps most widely known as a 

technology enthusiast whose practice and research intersect in 

the area of how social media can be utilized as informal 

professional development. In her spare time, Ting provides 

consulting support in the following areas: development of 

accessible educational technologies, community education to 

design and deliver universally designed instruction, and TVI 

trainings to facilitate accessibility and technology integration in 

the classroom. She can most often be tracked down on Twitter 

@TVI_ting or bribed with a Fast N’ Furious marathon. 

 

 

 



 

 33 

Thursday July 26, 2018 Sessions 

General Session “Division Showcase: Learning Communities” 

8:30-10am 

Room: Tuscany A-C 

AER divisions provide members avenues aimed at creating Learning 

Communities that expand professional knowledge, skills and abilities; while at 

the same, giving members a chance to make value added contributions. This 

session will showcase each division and its specific concentration. 

10:30am-12:00pm 

Using Quality Indicators to Guide Your JVIB Peer Reviews 

Room: Naples 1 

Presenter(s): Sandra Lewis 

Peer review of manuscripts submitted to the Journal of Visual Impairment & 

Blindness (JVIB) is important for maintaining standards of quality of the 

literature published in the field. These peer reviews can be made stronger when 

reviewers use accepted quality indicators to guide their evaluations. In this 

session, various quality indicator tools will be described and their utility for 

potential peer reviewers discussed. 

Older Individuals Who Are Blind – Best Practices in Service Delivery 

Room: Naples 2 

Presenter(s): Adele Crudden, B.J. Lejeune, Kendra Farrow, Bill Tomlin, Sophie 

Kershaw 

Session attendees will have the opportunity to learn key terms and 

recommended best practices for service delivery to older individuals who are 

blind or have low vision, participate in a discussion about the further 

development of these best practices, and identify what service delivery areas 

are in need of best practice guidance. 

What Accommodations are used for Students with Disabilities Taking 

Cane Classes? 

Room: Naples 3 

Presenter(s): Nora Griffin-Shirley, Laura Bozeman, Anita Page 

Attendees will have a simulated disability and teach O&M skills. Attendees will 

discuss the strategies used to increase the effective teaching and monitoring of 

their “students’” O&M skills. Additionally, the results of the "Survey of 

University Faculty Training Orientation and Mobility Specialists Concerning 
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What Accommodations are Used for Students Who are Blind Taking Blindfold 

Cane Classes” will be presented to add to the discussion. Session Limit: 30 

Attendees 

 

Literacy for All Visually Impaired Students 

Room: Naples 4 

Presenter(s): Betsy S. Flener 

This presentation will focus on three to four case studies involving visually 

impaired students with learning challenges who have various levels of ability. 

Attendees will first receive background information about each student. 

Second, attendees will receive information about the SETT (Student, 

Environment, Tasks and Tools) Framework used for the AT Assessment for 

each student. Third, specific assistive technology tools including apps and 

extensions will be demonstrated. 

Low Vision & Blindness Hardware and Software Available through APH 

Quota Funds 

Room: Naples 6 

Presenter(s): Michael Wood 

In this session, we will discuss how to obtain JAWS, ZoomText, Fusion, MAGic 

and the handheld Video Mag HD video magnifier from the American Printing 

House for the Blind using Quota Funds or by ordering directly from APH 

without using Quota Funds. We will teach you some of the basic functions of 

JAWS screen reader, ZoomText, Fusion which brings you both JAWS and 

ZoomText working together, and MAGic software. 

 

Move a Muscle, Change a Thought, Transform Your Life 

Room: Naples 7 

Presenter(s):  Charlie Collins 

Move from poor me, self-pity, victim mindset – to seeing what is possible no 

matter what. This presentation is inspiring, motivational, interactive, and 

teaches how to see more clearly. This session is great for those working with 

Low Vision- Blindness. We don’t see with our eyes, we see with our brains; and 

with a happy, healthy, clear brain, anything is possible. 

 

High Quality 3D Printed Maps 

Room: Tuscany 1 

Presenter(s): Bryan Moles 

This session will explore high quality 3D Printing. 3D printing can be used to 

create high fidelity maps with a speed and accuracy previously unavailable to 



 

 35 

private clients and students. Following a few steps, it's possible to isolate 

relevant features from Google Maps and prepare the file for printing using free 

software. Final files can be sent to a local printer or through supported services 

to a printing service for a fee.  

 

Increasing Active Parent Involvement: Research with Early Intervention 

TVIs 

Room: Tuscany 2 

Presenter(s):  Mindy Ely, Michaelene Ostrosky 

Presenters will describe a research-based approach that encouraged parents to 

engage with professionals in the identification of activities that address parent 

concerns for their child. The single case design involved online training and 

coaching of early intervention Teachers of the Visually Impaired. As a result of 

practitioners’ use of the approach, parent competence and parent-child 

engagement increased. 

Teaching Students the Nemeth Braille Code: Strategies and Resources 

Room: Tuscany 3 

Presenter(s):  Susan A. Osterhaus, Tina S. Herzberg, Sara K. Larkin 

The presentation will begin with an overview of strategies to teach the Nemeth 

Braille Code, including hands on activities and games for younger students 

that reinforce grade-level math concepts. The balance of the session will focus 

on resources used to easily look up Nemeth symbols and examples. Bring your 

computers and other devices and let's get excited about Nemeth! 

Knowledge Management and Accessibility: A Case Study 

Room: Tuscany 4 

Presenter(s):  Dorinda Rife, Matt Rummele 

 Incorporating key philosophies of Knowledge Management, APH is focusing on 

a new model of collaboration so that we are positioned to better share and 

utilize the knowledge we have, manage the organization of information, and 

create new knowledge in the process. Please join us as we discuss our 

accessibility initiative and the successes and lessons learned along the way to a 

new approach to leadership and employee engagement. 

 

"Good Old" Eccentric Viewing 
Room: Tuscany 5 

Presenter(s):  Karen Cote 
Although one might think Eccentric Viewing comes naturally to most people, it 
doesn't always. It is so essential for a consumer to know how to eccentrically 
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view so that when the macular condition changes, the person will know how to 
find a new view and still accomplish tasks that are desired. 

 
Inclusion into Physical Education and After School Sports: A State-Run 

Model Program 
Room: Tuscany 6 
Presenter(s):  Lauren Lieberman, Tristan Pierce, Pamela Haibach-Beach 

There are currently 61,000 children with visual impairments in our schools 
today in the US. Over 70% of them are excluded or have limited access to 
physical education. Even fewer of them participate meaningfully in after school 

sports. This presentation will share current research. Session attendees will 
also learn about a training program that offers training to teachers, parents, 

coaches and students. They will also learn about the self-advocacy program. 
 
The ABC's and 1,2,3s of Early Literacy for Children with Visual 

Impairments 
Room: Tuscany 7 

Presenter(s):  Karen Borg, Kate Borg 
This workshop will highlight a teacher-induction focused on the practical 
implementation of research-based strategies for developing early literacy in very 

young children with visual impairment. This session will cover development 
that undergirds literacy, concept development, relationship building, and 
vision-specific tools and strategies for developing emergent literacy skills. 

 
CVI: Strategies for Success 

Room: Tuscany 8 
Presenter(s):  Beth Ramella 
Attendees will plan and design effective learning strategies for children with 

cortical or cerebral visual impairments. Attendees will explore opportunities to 
address literacy and core curriculum adaptations according to a child's specific 
visual abilities. Finally, attendees will plan instructional programs with team 

members, including family members. 
 

Career Education, Transition, & Pre-ETS Forum 
Room: Tuscany 9 
Presenter(s):  Karen Wolffe 

This session is a facilitated forum for individuals providing career education 
instruction, supporting students in transition to post-secondary settings, and 

delivering pre-employment transition services (Pre-ETS) to share what they are 
doing with others attending the conference. The session will be facilitated by 
Dr. Karen Wolffe, who has written and trained extensively on these subjects. 

Dr. Wolffe will share information about programs that she has worked with 
nationally and internationally. 
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1:30pm-2:30pm 
 

What is a National Board Exceptional Needs Specialist in Visual 
Impairment? 
Room: Naples 1 

Presenter(s):  Kevin Hollinger, Donna McNear 
Ever wonder how you can challenge your ability to teach students with visual 

impairment? Ever wonder if you can expand your philosophical educational 
perspective? Well, Join Kevin and Donna to explore the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards process to become an Exceptional Needs 

Specialist in Visual impairment. Attendees will gain information about the 
NBPTS, explore the application and evaluation processes and engage with other 

National Board Certified Teachers. 
 
Physical Therapy and Orientation and Mobility: A Transdisciplinary Team 

Approach 
Room: Naples 2 
Presenter(s):  Rajiv Panikkar, Joanne Szabo 

This presentation highlights the transdisciplinary approach between a 
student’s team, including PT and O&M, to effectively support individuals with 

vision impairment and additional disabilities. 
 
All About Advocacy - Comprehensive Vision Services from AZ 

Room: Naples 3 
Presenter(s):  Spencer Churchill, Jenny Wheeler, Dr. Sunggye Hong, Alison 

Ambroso, Danielle Cummings, Vicki Numkena 
This presentation will allow attendees to learn about diversified programs that 
Arizona offers and how AZ-AER is working to connect the “dots” between 

services, service providers, and families. Attendees will be encouraged to 
respond through guided group discussion with personal experiences. 
Discussion points will explore effective ways of connecting with professionals 

across state boundaries in ways that strengthen efforts to provide unique and 
remarkable services to individuals with visual impairments. 

 
Florida’s Plan for Implementing OSEP Eligibility Standards for Students 
with Visual Impairments 

Room: Naples 4 
Presenter(s):  Kay Ratzlaff, Andrea Wallace, Elizabeth Anderson 

Due to recent OSEP Memos regarding eligibility standards for students with 
visual impairments, the Florida Instructional Materials Center for the Visually 
Impaired (FIMC-VI) and the Florida Department of Education has updated 

Florida's statewide practices. Join us to discuss: • Florida’s adaptations to 
eligibility standards • Convergence insufficiency • Full and individual 
evaluations • Obtaining medical diagnosis • Adversely affects educational 

performance, and • How your school district is implementing the guidelines. 
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Pre-Employment Transition Services: Program Designs and Curriculum 

Development 
Room: Naples 6 

Presenter(s):  Diane Weiss 
The Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA) requires states to reserve at 
least 15 percent of their VR program allotment for Pre-Employment Transition 

Services. It is critical for agencies developing Pre-ETS programming to be aware 
of specific RSA requirements regarding eligibility and required services. RSA 
requirements will be explained and a variety of program models that meet these 

RSA guidelines will be presented. Curriculum development recommendations 
and resources will be shared. 

 
Effect of Guidance Surfaces for on Travelers with Vision and Mobility 
Impairments 

Room: Naples 7 
Presenter(s):  Robert Wall Emerson, Janet Barlow, Billie Louise Bentzen 

This presentation will describe results of a research project that looks at how 
tactual underfoot surfaces, similar to but different from truncated domes, 
impact the travel of people using mobility devices; and how these surfaces can 

be used to guide people who are blind to crossing places that might otherwise 
be difficult to find. 
 

Assessment of Children Who are Deafblind 
Room: Tuscany 1 

Presenter(s):  Kristi Probst, Olaya Landa-Vialard 
Educational assessment includes four goals: screening, eligibility, 
planning/placement, and evaluating student progress. The assessments used 

in schools are often unsuitable for deaf-blind learners. Although assessment 
may be challenging, there are ways to overcome these difficulties. This session 
will provide an overview of the issues and how practitioners can overcome the 

difficulties and guide IEP team members in gathering meaningful assessment 
information to create and recommend appropriate placement and services. 

 
“Round Table Discussion” on International Services and Global Issues 
Room: Tuscany 2 

Presenter(s):  Kevin D. McCormack 
The AER International Services and Global Issues Division presents a 

roundtable discussion about some of the issues and organizations engaged in a 
variety of world regions. This will be an opportunity to learn about needs and 
opportunities in different parts of the world from an expert panel. You will have 

an opportunity to ask questions of the panelists. 
 
The Journey of Teens Who Become a Dual Media User 

Room: Tuscany 3 
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Presenter(s):  Tina S. Herzberg, L. Penny Rosenblum 
Come and join us to learn about a study that gathered data from students 

transitioning from print to braille, their teachers, and their parents. Interview 
topics included instructional strategies, how braille was infused into different 

settings, role of motivation, and how the educational team supported the 
students' acquisition of braille literacy skills. 
 

Evergreen: The First U.S. Veterans Blind Rehabilitation Center 
Room: Tuscany 4 
Presenter(s):  Gregory Goodrich, Thomas Zampieri 

November 11, 2018 is the centennial of the end of World War 1. In 1918 Army 
General Hospital #7 became the first blind rehabilitation facility for veterans. 

Though now largely forgotten it was perhaps the most sophisticated of its day. 
WW1 changed the nature of medicine leading to the emergence of OT & PT, but 
not blind rehabilitation. Join in to explore the politics, reality, and 

consequences of this piece of history. 
 

STEM and Expanded Core Curriculum: The New Dynamic Duo! 
Room: Tuscany 5 
Presenter(s):  Robbin Clark 

Come and have some hands on learning with STEM using the Expanded Core 
Curriculum! This session will allow attendees to check out popular STEM 
activities and see modifications for students with vision impairments. This is 

not a traditional presentation! Attendees can interact with activities, view 
sample lesson plans and understand how STEM learning teaches the ECC for 

students with vision impairments. 
 
Theory of Mind and Cerebral Visual Impairment 

Room: Tuscany 6 
Presenter(s):  John Ravenscroft, Amanda Lueck 
This presentation will take a new look at the Theory of Mind (TOM) and 

Cerebral Visual Impairment (CVI). It will examine previous theories of TOM and 
focus on current theories such as mirror neurons and E-imaginary techniques. 

We re-examine the important role the different areas of the brain in the 
development of TOM in children with CVI and provide guidance in methods to 
promote TOM in children who have CVI. 

 
The Use of Specialty Cameras for Self-Analysis of Blindfold Travel 

Room: Tuscany 7 
Presenter(s):  William Wiener, Jennifer Thurman 
This session will present the use of specialty cameras to enhance the learning 

of orientation and mobility skills by university students enrolled in blindfold 
and simulation methods courses. This will include the use of head-mounted 
GoPro cameras. With the use of the GoPro, students have a video record 
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showing how they used their cane and remaining senses during the actual 
travel route. 

 
 

Employment and Individuals Who are Deaf-Blind: Current Statistics and 
Predictors of Employment 
Room: Tuscany 8 

Presenter(s):  Michele McDonnall, Jennifer L. Cmar, Kasey Markoski 
People who are deaf-blind (i.e., those with a combined hearing and vision loss) 
often face substantial challenges to employment. The presenters will provide 

information about current employment statistics for this population as well as 
the results of two studies that investigated predictors of employment for youth 

and adults who are deaf-blind. Implications of these findings for education and 
rehabilitation professionals will be discussed. 
 

Barriers and Facilitators in the Delivery of Expanded Core Curriculum 
Instruction 

Room: Tuscany 9 
Presenter(s):  Nicholas Trotter, Susan Yarbrough, Sandra Lewis 
This session involves a discussion of the results of a national survey to identify 

areas of the ECC being taught, adequacy of instruction, and barriers and 
facilitators to instruction. Variance in the results by ECC area and teacher 
characteristics will be discussed. Attendees will be encouraged to identify 

barriers and leverage facilitators unique to their environments to better meet 
the needs of students with visual impairments. 

 

3:30pm-4:30pm 
 

Current Issues for Students with Visual Impairments in Health and Sex 
Education 
Room: Naples 1 

Presenter(s):  Gaylen Kapperman 
This session will provide an overview of the new health education teacher's 

manual to be published by the American Printing House for the Blind-- 
including instructional methods pertaining to general health issues and special 
methods for providing information that is accessible in sexual health 

education. Five units are included in the manual: Diet and Nutrition, 
Prevention of Communicable and Non-Communicable Diseases, Sexual Health 

Education, Personal Health, and Injury Prevention and Safety. 
 
Accessible Pedestrian Signals - Basics & Technology Advances 

Room: Naples 2 
Presenter(s):  Matthew Baker 
Matt Baker from Polara will provide information and updates on the current 

laws and guidelines governing the implementation of Accessible Pedestrian 
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Signals (APS). He will also demonstrate basic use/functionality/placement of 
APS. Matt will also show and discuss advances in technology that will provide 

better and easier access/communication usage of APS for pedestrians. 
 

Safety for Itinerant Service Providers 
Room: Naples 3 
Presenter(s):  Jessica Alessio, Cassondra Gaylik 

Itinerant service providers and administrators are invited to create awareness 
of the dangers that staff encounter as they enter clients' homes and 
communities. Learn techniques to identify potential high risk situations and 

techniques to keep staff safe. There will be a discussion about the balance of 
meeting employer's expectations and serving clients; while at the same time, 

maintaining the well-being of itinerant service providers. 
 
Helping Youth Put Their Best Foot Forward through Job Search Skills 

Training 
Room: Naples 4 

Presenter(s):  Jennifer L. Cmar, Michele McDonnall 
Obtaining paid work experiences during high school is an important predictor 
of future employment for youth with visual impairments, especially when youth 

find their own jobs. The presenters will introduce Putting Your Best Foot 
Forward, a job search skills training program for transition-age youth with 

visual impairments. Attendees will learn about the program and its impact on 
job search knowledge, behavior, and self-efficacy. 
 

Community of Practice for Serving Older Individuals with Vision Loss 
Room: Naples 6 

Presenter(s):  Kendra Farrow, Doug Bedsaul, Bill Tomlin 
 The community of practice for professionals working with aging individuals 
with vision loss has been developed to promote sharing of ideas, tools, and 

effective practice. Attendees will find opportunities for continuing education, 
learn how other programs work, and have the opportunity to interact in forum 
discussions. Come and learn how you can collaborate, contribute, and advance 

your program toward best practice through the OIB-TAC community of 
practice. 

 
A Detailed Analysis of Reading Braille: More than Meets the Eye 
Room: Naples 7 

Presenter(s):  Tessa McCarthy, Robert Wall Emerson 
Literacy is a vital skill necessary for education and employment, but reading 

braille presents some unique challenges. Learning more details about the 
characteristics of strong braille readers on different types of materials (e.g., 
simple literary text vs. challenging text; paper braille vs. a refreshable braille 

display) presents the opportunity to design interventions to improve the 
mechanics of braille readers leading to increases in speed and comprehension. 
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Collaborative Lesson Plans and Assessment between O&Ms and TVIs 

Room: Tuscany 1 
Presenter(s):  Lauralyn Randles, Olaya Landa-Vialard 

Want to know what an Orientation and Mobility Specialist does? What about a 
Teacher of the Visually Impaired? The differentiation of assessments and skills 
taught, shared, and supported by O&M and TVI will be addressed. 

 
Building an LMA Toolkit for Assessing Non-Readers with Visual and 
Multiple Impairments 

Room: Tuscany 2 
Presenter(s):  Loana K. Mason, Kara F. Halley 

This presentation will describe a framework for systematically conducting a 
thorough Learning Media Assessment (LMA) on students with visual and 
multiple impairments. This will involve expanding the traditional definition of 

literacy to include all forms of communication, providing a hierarchy of pre-
reading behaviors and skills, and examining available tools that can be 

included in the LMA toolkit for “non-readers” with visual and multiple 
impairments. 
 

Expanding the Core Curriculum: Parents and Preschoolers Reaching their 
Highest Potential 
Room: Tuscany 3 

Presenter(s):  Kitty Edstrand 
This presentation will update how the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC) is 

being addressed during early childhood, particularly at home and during 
preschool. The primary focus will include strategies for increasing parent 
involvement, as well as how to embed ECC instruction into daily routines and 

preschool activities. Examples of addressing the ECC with parents and children 
will be shared through pictures, artifacts, and stories. 
 

Two-Year Results from the MRVI Intervention Project 
Room: Tuscany 4 

Presenter(s):  Kay A. Ferrell 
The Mealtime Routines Visual Impairment (MRVI) Intervention project was 
designed to develop early intervention (EI) practitioner knowledge and skills 

that foster independent eating in young children with visual impairment. 
Funded by the Institute of Education Sciences and housed at the University of 

Northern Colorado, the results of the first four project studies are presented 
and discussed. 
 

21st Century Learning Tools for Caseload Connections, Collaborations, 
and Curriculum in ECC 
Room: Tuscany 5 

Presenter(s):  Christopher Tabb 
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The phrase 21st Century Learning can conjure up all sorts of images, from the 
4 C's of P21 (Communication, Creativity, Collaboration, and Critical Thinking) 

to High Tech solutions and strategies. Either way, the 21st Century is where 
we are; and we are fortunate to have many new tools and many new avenues to 

facilitate independence and deliver effective instruction and rehabilitation 
across ever expanding horizons. Maybe you'll find something new! 
 

Mission Possible: Multiple Disabilities, Deafblind and the ECC 
Room: Tuscany 6 
Presenter(s):  Hillary Keys 

Your mission, should you decide to accept it, is to infiltrate the life of your 
student and extract the necessary information to determine your students’ 

needs in areas of the ECC. The mission is complicated by factors beyond your 
control. You will be briefed on your role, helpful assessment tools, and 
strategies and activities to help you complete your mission. As always, you are 

expected to actively participate. 
 

The Who, What, When, Where and Why of Written Documentation 
Room: Tuscany 7 
Presenter(s):  Lenore Dillon 

“The Who, What, When, Where and Why of Written Documentation” will outline 
techniques used to make any written document powerful and effective. 
Emphasis will be placed on preparing written documentation which will justify 

the need for your services. 
 

3:30pm-5:30pm 
 
Panel: CVI Policy and Procedures: Learning from One Another 

Room: Tuscany 8 
Presenter(s):  Amy Campbell, Mindy Ely 
Approaches to assessment and instruction for students with Neurological 

Visual Impairment continue to evolve. As a result, methods of assessment and 
intervention need to keep up with and include advances in knowledge. In 

response, North Carolina created a guidance document. Attend this session 
and learn about the document and have an opportunity to hear from leaders in 
the field as a distinguished panel answers guiding questions regarding 

Neurological Visual Impairment. 
 

Deep Dive: Functional Vision Assessment – Past, Present, and Future 
Presenter(s):  Room: Tuscany 9 
Kathryn D. Botsford, Justin Kaiser, Tina S. Herzberg, Rajiv K. Panikkar 

This deep dive session will investigate the state of functional vision assessment. 
Discussion groups include: Professional Preparation—How do university 
programs approach training TVIs, O&Ms, and LVTs in the FVA process; 

Professional Development—What tools/resources are needed to support 
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practitioners in honing assessment skills; and Research-Based Assessment—
What research is needed to support professionals in their understanding of 

evidence-based assessment and determining best practices. 
 

 

Friday July 27, 2018 Sessions 

 

9:00am-10:30am 
 
A Personnel Prep Roundtable: Moving Towards Robust Distance 

Instruction Practices 
Room: Naples 1 
Presenter(s):  Sunggye Hong, Yue-Ting Siu, Yvette Blitzer, Laura Bozeman 

An increasing cadre of technology options is now available to faculty members 
and program coordinators in the field of educating students with visual 

impairments. Implementation of these tools for delivering online instruction 
requires changes in teacher preparation programs mainly in instructional 
strategies, course delivery methods, and supervising student teachers. 

 
The Ultimate Dog Guide School Workshop 

Room: Naples 2 
Presenter(s):  Ellie Carlson 
Remember when dog guide schools hosted workshops for O&M instructors? 

This time, we've come to you! Join this collaborative effort between many dog 
guide schools to learn what we are looking for in an applicant, how to prepare a 
client to receive a dog, tips for making an application video, as well as how to 

support a graduate team in learning new routes and addressing safety 
concerns. 

 
Roundtable Discussion: UEB and You…Exploration of the Implementation 
of Unified English Braille 

Room: Naples 3 
Presenter(s):  Mary Nelle McLennan, Frances Mary D'Andrea 

Share your UEB-transition experiences and pose your questions in this open-
forum roundtable focused on attendees’ professional practice with the evolving 
implementation of UEB. We will explore challenges and successes; and will 

problem-solve together. Facilitators McLennan and D’Andrea will ensure 
opportunities for attendees to talk over, kick around, and thrash out successful 
strategies as well as puzzling challenges. Come join in! It will be lively, for sure! 
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Using O&M and Augmented Reality to Enhance Independence for Blind 
Individuals 

Room: Naples 4 
Presenter(s):  Bill Boules 

The inability to gain immediate access to information and assistance is a major 
obstacle to people who are blind and visually impaired. This presentation 
examines how Aira, a high-tech startup, is effectively addressing the problem 

by leveraging Augmented Reality -- and other emerging technologies (e.g. 
Artificial Intelligence, and Aira’s Site Access Network ) --with interaction of 
Aira’s trained, remote human Agents to enhance independence and O&M 

abilities for blind individuals. 
 

Tactile Overlays for the iPad 
Room: Naples 6 
Presenter(s):  Betsy S. Flener 

The iPad is a popular tool for students with visual challenges. However, few 
people realize its true potential. Tactile overlays incorporated with new features 

in iOS 10 and 11 can be a game changer. This session will describe the best 
practices in making overlays including apps and their features, tools and 
materials, activities for the expanded core curriculum, and designing 

interactive books. A plethora of examples will be shown. 
 
Learning Lab: Make and Take: Exploring the Senses with the Expanded 

Core Curriculum 
Room: Tuscany 1 

Presenter(s):  Lis D. Geoghegan, Sharon E. Niemczyk 
While most vision professionals recognize the importance of teaching the 
expanded core curriculum, in practice, it can be a challenge to figure out how 

to cover the nine areas unique to learners who are blind and visually impaired. 
Attendees will participate in an interactive hands-on make and take learning 
lab designed to demonstrate practical methods for teaching the expanded core 

curriculum in a way that is fun, engaging and comprehensive. 
 

Education Professionals' Roundtable: Meeting the Needs of Today's 
Students 
Room: Tuscany 2 

Presenter(s):  Rebecca M. Sheffield, Mark Richert 
What are the essential elements of 21st century education for students who are 

blind or visually impaired? What policies and practices define the services, 
professionals, settings, and programs that serve infants, toddlers, children, and 
young adults? How do we interpret state and federal policies in light of new 

technologies, medical advances, and ever-changing student and professional 
populations? Come ready to share ideas and consider a range of solutions! 
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Rehabilitation through 1Touch Project 
Room: Tuscany 3 

Presenter(s):  Stephen H. Nicholls 
The confidence to travel, work, and socialize is frequently poorly addressed and 

few programs have been developed specifically to address this gap. 1Touch is 
based in its integration of physical activity which is inextricably entwined with 
the concept of self-defense and self-development. Instructors use 1Touch as a 

means to enhance the underlying principles of independence and the 
confidence to engage the world in everyday activity. 
 

 
Senior Adult Program Specialist 

Room: Tuscany 4 
Presenter(s):  Mark Armstrong 
This presentation explores hearing aids, assistive listening devices and how an 

older adult with a combined vision and hearing loss may incorporate these into 
their daily life. Differences between analogue and digital hearing aids are 

explained along with which hearing aids may better meet the needs of an 
individual. Implications for communicating are reviewed and helpful to those 
who teach deaf-blind and hard of hearing consumers. 

 
Connecting Individualized Instruction to Employment Readiness and 
Beyond 

Room: Tuscany 5 
Presenter(s):  John Mc Mahon, Ph.D., Karen Shane Cote, CLVT, Amber 

Mooney, CVRT 
Case studies from The Iris Network blindness rehabilitation and vocational 
training center describe how the integrated service delivery model and 

instruction tailored to each consumer bridges rehabilitation into employment 
readiness and self-sufficiency. EmpowerME for Work and EmpowerME for 
Transition into Young Adulthood Programs are discussed. 

 
O&M VISSIT: Innovative Tool for Determining O&M Service Intensity 

Room: Tuscany 6 
Presenter(s):  Rona L. Pogrund, Shannon Darst, Heather Munro 
A new tool, the O&M Visual Impairment Scale of Service Intensity of Texas 

(O&M VISSIT), was developed to guide itinerant O&M specialists in determining 
the type and amount of service to recommend for their students based on 

student need from evaluation data. This presentation will detail the purpose of 
the scale, demonstrate its use, and report the findings of an initial validation 
study and of a large-scale, national validation study. 

 
What Neuroimaging Can Tell Us about Cortical/Cerebral Visual 
Impairment (CVI) 

Room: Tuscany 7 
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Presenter(s):  Corinna M. Bauer 
This presentation will discuss how advanced brain imaging techniques can 

reveal fundamental differences in how the brain of individuals with ocular 
blindness and CVI are “wired.” In turn, these differences may have an impact 

on education and rehabilitation related strategies. This presentation will also 
highlight how virtual reality environments can be used to study vision in CVI, 
with potential application for habilitation strategies. 

 
There is Nothing Mild About "Mild" CVI 
Room: Tuscany 8 

Presenter(s):  Mary T. Morse 
Cerebral visual impairment is a brain-based disability. The manifestations 

range from significant neurological challenges and little useful vision to normal 
visual acuity and no obvious neurological insults. The latter are under-
identified and have significant, but frequently hidden life-challenges in large 

part when they are not recognized. This workshop will discuss and 
demonstrate the cluster of possible benchmarks that may guide the initial 

diagnosis of those with “mild” cerebral visual impairment. 
 
Panel: Camp Abilities Panel Discussion: What is Happening with Camp 

Abilities Near You? 
Room: Tuscany 9 
Presenter(s):  Lauren Lieberman, Robbin Clark 

Camp Abilities is an educational sports camp for children who are visually 
impaired or deafblind. It was founded in 1996 at the College at Brockport. 

Camp Abilities has spread to over 20 locations around the US and seven other 
countries. Some camps have begun to offer a variety of different opportunities! 
Please come to this exciting panel of Camp Abilities directors. You can also find 

out how to start one! 
 
 

11:00am-12:00pm 
 

ADL and O&M Anyone? A Blueprint to Create a Residential Summer 
Program! 
Room: Naples 1 

Presenter(s):  Kevin Hollinger, Kirstin Peahl 
ADL and O&M Anyone? A Blueprint to Create a Residential Summer Program 

will share organizational, instructional, residential and recreational 
considerations when developing a summer residential program. The St. Louis 
based S.O.A.R. Program will be highlighted through the sharing of their 

instructional matrix, schedule, staffing, utilization of O&M university interns, 
partnerships and outcomes. 
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VRT: Do the Tried and True Methods Still Work? 
Room: Naples 2 

Presenter(s):  Angela M. Humbertson 
Calling all VRT's! Do you wonder if your training methods are still working for 

you? Do you wonder if there are better methods? This presentation will focus 
on several "Tried and True" VRT methods; and will discuss potential 
alternatives. Attendees will also have the opportunity to join in a game where 

they can win a baggie of "VRT stuff" that the presenter has found to be "must 
haves." 
 

The Partnership Program for Itinerant Services 
Room: Naples 3 

Presenter(s):  Danielle Cummings 
The Partnership Program, a model of multiple districts agreeing to have their 
students with sensory impairments grouped, opened the possibility for another 

level of services on the Arizona State Schools for the Deaf and Blind (ASDB) 
continuum. With this model, services are offered at a designated school 

campus and receive itinerant services from a trained professional. This model 
is an answer to current teacher shortages and budget difficulties. 
 

Student Transition Enrichment Program (STEP) 
Room: Naples 4 
Presenter(s):  Lori Moroz-White, Suzanne Feigenson 

Many visually impaired students leave school without having mastered the 
skills or knowledge essential for further education, gainful employment, and 

independent living at home and in their communities. The “STEP” was 
developed to lessen the gap amongst the population we serve. 
 

Ohio’s Collaborative Approach: Empowering Districts Through Teacher 
Prep, Research/Development and Direct Service 
Room: Naples 6 

Presenter(s):  Karen E. Koehler, Christine Croyle, Alison B. LaBarre 
Explore how Ohio’s Educator Preparation Programs, Statewide Support 

Services, Ohio Department of Education Office for Exceptional Children, and 
OCALI are partnering to reframe, restructure, and reform access to services. 
Learn how Ohio’s collaborative model is linking systems of higher education, 

direct services, and community development agencies through intentional 
partnerships, shared planning, and the development of resources in order to 

empower Ohio’s students who are blind and visually impaired. 
 
 

Utilizing Electronic Navigation Devices to Complement Traditional O&M 
Tools 
Room: Naples 7 

Presenter(s):  Peter J. Tucic 
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When one thinks about tools that are traditionally used during O&M training, 
the white cane or dog guide is the most common. When used in conjunction 

with navigational aids, such as smartphone applications or stand-alone 
devices, the blind traveler can obtain more information about his/her 

surroundings. This session will discuss the progression of specialized 
navigation aids, specifically focusing on those utilizing GPS orientation, as well 
as future concepts. 

 
Laptime and Lullabies: Sharing the Joys of Literacy with Infants and 
Toddlers 

Room: Tuscany 1 
Presenter(s):  Kay L. Clarke, Dawn M. Wilkinson 

The very first chapter of literacy is a time of discovery, from which infants and 
toddlers build the foundation for a lifelong love of spoken and written words. 
Based on Laptime and Lullabies, a new APH literacy kit for families with very 

young children who are visually impaired, this session will encourage attendees 
to "think out of the book" and explore meaningful literacy activities for our 

youngest little learners. 
 
Identifying Cost-Effective Interventions to Include the Visually Impaired 

in science and Mathematics 
Room: Tuscany 2 

Presenter(s):  Sariat Adelakun 
Research has shown very low representation/inclusion of persons with visual 
impairment in the field of science and mathematics. There have been many 

interventions; however, there are currently no systematic reviews that 
synthesize research in this area. This study will evaluate existing interventions 
to identify the most promising and cost-effective strategies to improve access to 

science and mathematics education for persons with visual impairment. 
 

A Practical Guide to Understanding and Prescribing Lighting in Low Vision 
Room: Tuscany 3 
Presenter(s):  Gregory Goodrich, Peter Borden, Michele Klein 

In this session, we will provide an explanation of lighting for low vision 
targeting practitioners in low vision, O&M, and related disciplines. Human 
perception of light, particularly for low vision individuals can be optimized by 

controlling illumination for tasks and/or prescribing filters for indoor and 
outdoor use. Included will be an introduction to the physics of light, human 

perception of light, and the interaction of vision, light, and the environment. 
 
From University Program Review to Higher Education Accreditation: The 

AER Accreditation Program 
Room: Tuscany 4 

Presenter(s):  William Wiener, Eileen Siffermann 
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The presenters will discuss the transition from the current AER university 
review process to a new AER accreditation program. They will describe the 

standards, the new handbook, and the methods used for the accreditation 
review. The presentation will discuss the training of reviewers, the onsite 

component, the cost, and the benefits for the colleges and universities as well 
as for consumers. 
 

Using Accessible Media with Students Who are Blind and Low Vision 
Room: Tuscany 5 
Presenter(s):  Cindy Camp 

Research has shown that the use of multimedia is beneficial to all students. 
However, it is not always easy to find educational media with high-quality 

description. The Described and Captioned Media Program is a federally funded 
program, which provides accessible educational media and much more. Learn 
about this free resource. We’ll discuss how described media can enhance 

learning and the classroom experience. 
 

Literacy, Cognitive, and Motor Skill Outcomes Using Inclusive 
Environments and Tools 
Room: Tuscany 6 

Presenter(s):  Tristan Pierce 
Inclusion is important in and outside of the classroom. Teachers know it is 

difficult to achieve, especially among children with multiple special needs. This 
presentation shares field-test results (35 children) and demonstrates how to 
use games/activities designed to teach seven functions: braille and print 

learning, cognitive skills, sensory integration, body concepts, orientation and 
motor skills, language enrichment, and additional learning outcomes, e.g. 
social interaction, cooperation, turn-taking, etc., in inclusive environments. 

 
Technical Advisors: An Innovative Approach to Providing Professional 

Development and Supporting Staff 
Room: Tuscany 7 
Presenter(s):  Nancy E. Moulton 

This session will look at how we can provide quality professional development 
to staff using expertise within our own agencies. We are currently utilizing this 
model with TVI’s in Maine, but it can be applied to any of the disciplines in our 

field. Our Technical Advisors are TVI’s who have developed expertise in a 
particular area such as CVI, Braille, Transition etc., and can support their 

colleagues effectively. 
 
Promoting Graphics Literacy: What We Learned From a National Pilot 

Study 
Room: Tuscany 8 

Presenter(s):  L. Penny Rosenblum 
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In spring 2018, more than 30 students with visual impairments and their 
teachers field tested an iPad app for students and curricula for teachers. The 

focus of these materials was to increase pre-algebra students’ graphics literacy 
skills. Learn findings from our work highlighting strategies used by students 

and how what we learned can be used with your students. We are recruiting for 
the fall! 
 

Confidence in Movement and Motor Skills for Children with Visual 
Impairments 
Room: Tuscany 9 

Presenter(s):  Jenna Fisher, Adam Pennell, Ali Brian 
This presentation will begin by describing the concept of perceived and actual 

gross motor competence from a developmental perspective. Factors that 
influence perceived and actual gross motor competence for children with visual 
impairments will be discussed. Additionally, the presenters will discuss the 

implications of and methods for improving low perceived and actual gross 
motor competence in children with visual impairments. This presentation will 

be both informative and interactive. 
 

2:00pm-3:00pm 
 
Evaluation and Working SMART: 40 Evaluation Strategies in 60 Minutes 
Room: Naples 1 

Presenter(s):  Donna McNear 
These 40 evaluation strategies provide easily implementable methods to 

conduct evaluations. Ideas and strategies in interpreting medical information, 
functional vision, reading/viewing/tactile efficiency, interpreting visual/tactile 
images, written communication, listening levels, academic achievement, and 

application in the expanded core curriculum will be shared. The evaluation 
strategies are inclusive of students who are blind, low vision, and with 
additional disabilities. The information is applicable to all ages and all service 

delivery models. 
 

“How Do Other Programs do …?” National Perspective on Older Blind 
Services 
Room: Naples 2 

Presenter(s):  Kendra Farrow, B.J LeJeune, Bill Tomlin 
Service providers serving older individuals with vision loss are often curious 

about how other state OIB programs deliver services. The OIB-TAC has 
interviewed program managers from every state, DC and Puerto Rico. Their 
answers address a number of issues and help build a national perspective. The 

variations help us understand the challenges and strengths of these programs. 
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Challenges and Inspirations with Teaching English to BVI Adults in Russia 
Room: Naples 3 

Presenter(s):  Viktoriia Klimenteva, Sergei Umerenkov, Dmitrii Klimentev, 
Tatiana Makarova, Irina Amelchenkova, Andrei Amelchenkov 

The presentation shares practical experience of implementing an elementary-
level English-language course for totally blind and visually impaired adult 
learners in Russia as a part of a US inclusive education grant. During this 

session, there will be a discussion about the existing problems and possible 
solutions. A series of small group classes which took about half a year resulted 
in the first part of a self-study audio course available both to BVI learners and 

people with various disabilities. 
 

Technology for Students with Multiple Disabilities 
Room: Naples 6 
Presenter(s):  Yue-Ting Siu 

Students with multiple disabilities often require extra considerations to, benefit 
from meaningful learning experiences and exercise active participation. In 

addition to low tech accommodations, technology can be used to maximize 
students' access to curricula and inclusive engagement with peers in any 
classroom. This workshop will illustrate how technology can support students' 

independence and interaction with functional and core curricula. 
 
TRANSITION - When Does it Really Begin? 

Room: Naples 7 
Presenter(s):  Kathryn Mullen 

Special educators and rehabilitation specialists use the term "TRANSITION" 
when referring to middle and high school students' moving from traditional 
educational tracks to workforce training. The terminology continues when 

students leave school for good. As early interventionists, the VIPS team 
recognizes that TRANSITIONS begin at birth! Caregivers begin the TRANSITION 
process on day one. Stevie Wonder's mother said it best: "Put your kids on the 

bus!" 
 

Job Retention and Career Advancement: What We Know Now 
Room: Tuscany 1 
Presenter(s):  Adele Crudden, Michele McDonnall, Anne Steverson, Zhen Sui 

Attend this session to learn how recent WIOA legislation addressed job 
retention and career advancement and how state vocational rehabilitation 

agencies are responding to these legislative changes. Learn the characteristics 
of employed vocational rehabilitation applicants and what puts them at risk for 
losing their jobs. Obtain information about participation in a survey concerning 

job retention and career advancement of persons who are blind or have low 
vision. 
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Extreme Home Makeover – VI Edition 
Room: Tuscany 2 

Presenter(s):  Cynthia Bachofer 
Every student dreams of what “my place will look like when I’m on my own.” 

This presentation covers general principles for setting up a functional and 
welcoming living space. The focus includes adaptations for low vision and 
strategies for managing challenges such as lighting and organization within the 

home. 
 
Walking the Tightrope: Teaching Braille Reading While Maintaining Early 

Childhood Best Practice 
Room: Tuscany 3 

Presenter(s):  Jo Ellen Croft, Kay Alicyn Ferrell, Cay Holbrook, Cathy Senft-
Graves 
Young children with visual impairments who will be braille readers have 

unique educational needs that must be considered by educational teams. This 
presentation addresses issues related to balanced literary instruction for this 

population. This session will focus on the tension of providing direct, targeted 
instruction while maintaining a "play-based", inquiry-rich learning 
environment. Resources for supporting emergent literacy for young children 

regardless of the specialized service delivery environment will be provided. 
 
A Year in Rehabilitation with People with Artificial Vision from Retinal 

Prosthesis 
Room: Tuscany 4 

Presenter(s):  Mickey Damelio, Ana Leffel 
Artificial vision is a technology that is emerging quickly for people with visual 

impairments; right now serving individuals with retinitis pigmentosa only, but 

soon being available to many people with visual impairments through 

implantation directly on the visual cortex. This past year Second Sight Medical 

Products hired a team of blindness rehabilitation professionals to work directly 

with their patients. This talk will discuss what we’ve discovered about this 

technology. We’ll teach our fellow professionals what to expect when they have 

a client that has a retinal prosthetic, and how they can best support that 

individual to reach their rehabilitation goals. This presentation is not in any 

way designed to sell any products, but instead to give continuing education on 

what often seems science fiction to our profession in order to best serve our 

clients. It promises to be an interesting and casual discussion about what 

artificial vision might offer our clients that are blind now from RP, and what 

may be available to many others with visual impairment sometime in the 

future. 
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The Benefits of Extra-Curricular Activities for Youths with Visual 
Impairments 

Room: Tuscany 5 
Presenter(s):  Paula Conroy, Silvia Correa-Torres 
Activities, social relationships, and leadership opportunities that youth 

experience outside of the classroom can make important contributions to 
successful transitions to adult life. Unfortunately, many high school students 
with visual impairments are not accessing these learning experiences offered 

through extracurricular clubs and activities. This presentation examines 
common challenges to extracurricular participation and outlines steps a school 

can take to ensure that students with visual impairments participate fully and 
meaningfully in these activities. 
 

TAPIN: Systematic Recovery Method without the Guessing 
Room: Tuscany 6 

Presenter(s):  Donna J. Dean, Heather Munro 
Recovery from veers can be a guessing game and take away precious travel 
time. TAPIN is a safe, efficient, and systematic recovery method developed by 

the founders of the Stephen F. Austin State University O&M program. TAPIN 
goes beyond basic recovery from veers and eliminates the guessing. TAPIN 
increases the ability to successfully determine what is necessary to continue 

safely on the route in a timely manner. 
 

Voices from the Field: TSVIs Describe Their Learning Media Assessment 
Practices 
Room: Tuscany 7 

Presenter(s):  Loana K. Mason, L. Penny Rosenblum, Dawn Anderson, Mark 
Carter, Kitty Edstrand 
The learning media assessment (LMA) is commonly used in the US and 

Canada. As a field, we lack comprehensive information about what tools are 
used to conduct LMAs, how recommendations made in LMAs are shared with 

other team members, and how recommendations are carried out in instruction. 
The presenters will share information gathered in 2018 through an online 
survey designed to answer these questions. Time for discussion will be 

allocated. 
 

Cerebral Visual Impairment - A Case Study 
Room: Tuscany 8 
Presenter(s):  Laila Adle, Amanda Lueck 

This presentation will review the case of a young girl, the evaluation and 
instruction methods that took place over a 4-year span. It will demonstrate 
how the team’s growth in understanding CVI spurred additional questions and 

changed approaches. The presentation will show that with appropriate 
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instruction and environmental supports, outcomes can exceed expectations. 
The positive effects of intervention will be illustrated when areas targeted for 

instruction are clearly delineated and addressed. 
 

The NIVI Project 
Room: Tuscany 9 
Presenter(s):  Melody Furze 

The Neuroimaging and Visual Improvement (NIVI) Project took place at the New 
Mexico School for the Blind and the University of New Mexico's Mind Research 
Network over the course of one school year. This research project used brain 

scan technology and educational programming to learn more about our 
student's needs. 

 
 

3:30pm-4:30pm 
 
STEM Project-Based Learning Opportunities /Exploration of Mentorship 
for Students with Visual Impairments 

Room: Naples 1 
Presenter(s):  Irene Topor, Sunggye Hong, Garrison Tsinajinie, Steve 

Kortenkamp 
Decrease in motivation and achievement toward STEM subjects is commonly 
observed among students with visual impairments (VI). We have developed and 

used Project-Based Learning and dual-tiered mentoring techniques to raise 
STEM awareness of students with VI. The presentation will discuss the primary 

goal of the current project, along with gathered data from the Readiness 
Academy. Ideas and strategies to increase student interest with VI toward 
STEM will be shared. 

 
Enhancing Independence with a Low Vision Focus 
Room: Naples 2 

Presenter(s):  Edwin Haines, Douglas Anzlovar 
Many older adults must wait to receive services from vision professionals. 

Sometimes these services are not even available. To help fill the gap, this 
session will assist with the identification and distribution of tools to assist non-
vision professionals who interact with older adults with vision impairments. 

 
The Great Balancing Act: Juggling Core Curriculum and Expanded Core 

Curriculum Demands 
Room: Naples 3 
Presenter(s):  Michelle Chacon, Kitty Edstrand, Loana Mason 

Even though professionals trained in blindness and visual impairment 
understand the importance of the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC), they often 
struggle to provide systematic, comprehensive instruction in all nine domains. 

This presentation will discuss strategies for infusing the ECC into core 
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curriculum lessons and family-based routines. Given the national focus on 
demonstrating adequate yearly progress in the core curriculum, this 

presentation will share techniques for making data-driven ECC decisions. 
 

Access and Success for Students with Visual Impairments 
Room: Naples 4 
Presenter(s):  Betsy S. Flener 

Introduced in 2011, GoTalk NOW is a game changer for the visually impaired. 
Features including scanning with auditory cues, linked pages, fonts, borders, 
backgrounds, images, etc. enable it to be highly accessible for students with 

visual impairments and those with complex needs. Attendees will see a 
demonstration of its unique features. Second, examples including routines, 

tactile symbols systems, braille matching activities, tactile diagrams, and 
tactile experience books will be shown. 
 

ECC: Expanded Core Curriculum/Every Child Can 
Room: Naples 6 

Presenter(s):  Kathryn Mullen 
The first step of applying the Expanded Core Curriculum to early childhood is 
putting it in children's words. This encourages ownership by the caregivers and 

preschool teachers. By cross referencing state Early Childhood Standards with 
the ECC, reviewers better understand the intention of the ECC and how it is a 
standalone developmentally appropriate curriculum. Watching a video of the 

ECC at work in a preschool brings the message home. 
 

Accessing Education Curriculum Resources 
Room: Naples 7 
Presenter(s):  Katie Ericson 

The Education Curriculum Division provides members with an opportunity to 
be a part of a larger professional learning community, sharing resources and 
tools. Building on a session offered at the 2016 AER International Conference, 

attendees will engage in dialogue about desired tools, resources, and learning 
opportunities. The results of a recent division-wide survey regarding social 

media usage will also be shared. 
 
When Braille Reads You 

Room: Tuscany 1 
Presenter(s):  Earle Harrison, Dawn Wilkinson 

Braille research, especially the ability to collect data of braille reading, has 
proven to be quite tedious over the years. Imagine if every braille instructor had 
the power to collect student data, from reading speed to particular problem 

words? Come experience how teachers can get that valuable information right 
at their fingertips; using refreshable braille and any computer. 
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Collaborative Consultation with Videoconferencing - Appending the 
Service Delivery Model in Texas 

Room: Tuscany 2 
Presenter(s):  John Rose 

This presentation will describe how the Short-Term Programs department at 
TSBVI met service delivery challenges by instituting synchronous distance 
collaboration (lessons via video conference), elaborate on the goals of the 

project, review the current outcomes and effectiveness, and discuss challenges 
to implementing this model of service delivery. 
 

Accessible Interactive Simulations for Science Education 
Room: Tuscany 3 

Presenter(s):  Emily B. Moore, Taliesin L. Smith 
The PhET Interactive Simulations project at the University of Colorado Boulder 
includes more than 130 free science and math simulations. In this 

presentation, we will share our work developing accessible interactive physics 
simulations for grades 6-12. We will introduce PhET simulations, describe our 

design process (which includes user studies with students who use screen 
readers), and demonstrate some of the accessible simulations. 
 

The Hidden Curriculum of a College Education 
Room: Tuscany 4 
Presenter(s):  Mickey Damelio 

We work so hard to prepare our high school students for college success, and 
yet they often fail to thrive. Why? In this session, attendees will learn what is 

the "y factor" that we can use to make predictions of college success; and help 
our students to have it when they get to that often poorly supported university 
environment. 

 
Transportation Research: Where are We Now? 
Room: Tuscany 5 

Presenter(s):  Adele Crudden, Anne Steverson, Jennifer L. Cmar 
This session presents a summary of transportation research conducted over a 

5-year period: a survey of persons who are blind or have low vision, a focus 
group of O&M providers, and an intervention to address transportation 
obstacles. In-depth information will be presented about the most recent 

projects related to self-efficacy and transportation and driving with low vision. 
Information about transportation resources will be shared and discussed. 

 
 

3:30pm-5:30pm 
 
How to Complete an Usher Syndrome Screening 
Room: Tuscany 6 

Presenter(s): Michelle Pearson 
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This workshop is set up for vision teachers or deaf/hard of hearing teachers 
who work with students who may or may not have both a vision loss and a 

hearing loss. We will view a video on Usher Syndrome. We will have fun 
completing tasks with earplugs in while using Usher Syndrome simulation 

goggles. We will have hands on practice completing the three different 
screenings. 
 

Making More Braille with BrailleBlaster 
Room: Tuscany 7 
Presenter(s):  William Freeman 

Would you like to have more braille in your classroom? Please join us for this 
workshop where you will learn how to use free software to make tests, quizzes, 

spelling lists, reading materials, agendas, and math and science materials for 
your students in the same amount of time it would take to produce them in 
print. Bring your laptop and learn how to produce more braille with 
BrailleBlaster! 
 

What Color is Paradise? - Analysis of an Audio Description 
Room: Tuscany 8 
Presenter(s):  Joel Snyder 

How does audio description convey images effectively with only the spoken 
word? How do professional describers choose which images to describe? What 

are the best words to use? How can we artfully weave the descriptions around 
an existing soundtrack's dialogue and critical sound elements? This 
presentation will "deconstruct" the description for the excerpt from "The Color 

of Paradise" in an effort to understand certain audio description best practices. 
 
Deep Dive: Beyond I-M-ABLE: Expanding our Students' Literacy 

Capabilities through Expanding their Worlds 
Room: Tuscany 9 

Presenter(s):  Diane P. Wormsley, Emily Coleman 
This presentation will allow attendees to share their experiences and learn 
more about how to move students from an individualized approach to literacy 

to the use of literacy in transition, and to expanding their students' knowledge 
about their world, their vocabulary and concept development. In addition, the 
time involvement necessary to develop their students' braille literacy will be 

explored along with advocacy efforts to obtain the time required. 
 
 

5:45pm-6:45pm 
 

 

 

 

 

AER Bylaws and Structure Committee Roundtable Discussion 
Room: Capri 
Presenter(s): Eileen Siffermann, Susan Langendonk, Mary Zatta 

 
The AER Bylaws and Structure Committee members invite you to learn 
more about the proposed changes to the AER Bylaws. Take advantage of 

this important chance to learn more and ask questions before you vote 
during the business meeting. 
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Saturday July 28, 2018 Sessions 

 

AER Poster Session 
8:00am-9:30am 
Room: Capri 
 

 

1-Envisioning Youth Empowerment Retreat  
Alan Chase 
The EYE Retreat is a week-long camp for youth with visual impairments now 

entering its 10th year. The purpose of the EYE Retreat is to prepare youth with 
visual impairments for post-secondary outcomes, such as college and 

employment. The EYE Retreat does this by fostering peer mentoring 
relationships, exposing youth to real world experiences, and sharing knowledge 
of available resources. 

 
2-ADL and O&M Anyone? A Blueprint to Create a Residential Summer 

Program!  
Kevin Hollinger, Kirstin Peahl  
ADL and O&M Anyone? A Blueprint to Create a Residential Summer Program 

will share organizational, instructional, residential and recreational 
considerations to develop a summer residential program. The St. Louis based 
S.O.A.R. Program will be highlighted through the sharing of their instructional 

matrix, schedule, staffing, utilization of O&M university interns, partnerships 
and outcomes. 

 
3-3D-printing and Conceptual Understanding in the Science Classroom for 
Students with Visual Impairments  

Karen Koehler 
This presentation will share the results of a qualitative study to understand 

how students with visual impairments learn earth science concepts using 3-D 
printed models or tactile graphics to support their conceptual understanding. 
This study explored the use of 3-D printed models as an emerging instructional 

tool for students with visual impairments. Attendees will have the opportunity 
to explore both tactile graphics and 3-D printed models used in the study. 
 

4-Parents of Young Adults with Dual Sensory Impairments Describe their 
Child’s Eating Habits  

Brianna M. Grumstrup 
Our qualitative study described eating habits of young adults with dual 
sensory impairment from the perspective of parents. We explored families’ 

situations to compare with documented challenges in health for children with 
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significant disabilities at the individual level. This study addressed why these 

individuals face health challenges and how parents cope with these challenges. 

 

5-Proper Use of "Time Out" to Interrupt Distracted Behavior in Dog Guides 

Ellie Carlson 
Are dog guide handlers really being told to put their pup in the corner alone for 

three minutes as though they are a human child? No! This poster explains the 
proper use of the "time out" technique as a humane and effective way to 
interrupt a dog's distracted behavior such as sniffing or excited pulling while 

guiding. 
 
 

6-Sensational Sensory Fun  
Susan Greer 

We will be displaying a variety of homemade sensory materials for use in the 
home that can be made by both providers and families for their children who 
are visually impaired. Handouts and instructions will also be available for 

conference attendees and families. We will be available to answer any questions 
and demonstrate all materials. Photos and videos will be shown of families 
using some of these materials.  

 
 

7-We All Know that There is a Shortage, But How is It Affecting Service 
Delivery?  
Lauralyn K. Randles 

O&M empowers individuals with visual impairments to travel independently 
and safely through their environment. When an employer secures an O&M 

specialist, students are afforded opportunities to develop travel skills 
throughout their academic career leading to increased independence. Often 
districts are unable to secure employment of a specialist(s), to meet the needs 

of their population. The short and long-term effects of this need for additional 
personnel has been estimated but not quantified. 
 

 
8- The Effect of Tailor-made Functional Vision Training Program to 

Improve Visual-motor Coordination of Two Visually Impaired Students with 
Cortical Impairment  
Su-Chen Chuang 

The study aims to explore the effect of a tailor-made functional vision training 
program to improve visual-motor coordination of two visually impaired 

students with cortical impairment. A single subject multiple baseline design 
across three behaviors was adopted. The results of the study indicated that the 
intervention can improve the performance of the subject's visual-motor 

coordination in all three behaviors and decrease the latency of movement 
reaction. 
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9-Research in Deafblindness: What Designs and Literature Inform Our 
Practices?  

MaryAnn Demchak 
This poster will describe the results of a descriptive study conducted to 

determine the types of research that have recently been conducted in the area 
of deafblindness. Additionally, the types of publications in key journals will be 
highlighted. With an emphasis on evidence-based practices, it is important to 

understand types of research and publications informing the field and 
potentially leading to identification of evidence-based practices. 
 

 
10-The Comparison Study of Both Sides of the Taiwan Strait on Applying 

Functional Vision Evaluation and Training for Students with Visual 
Impairments  
Hung-Chang Chang 

The purpose of this research was to compare the present status of both sides of 
the Taiwan Strait teachers of students with visual impairments on applying 
functional vision evaluation and training and to develop the main framework of 

functional vision evaluation and training manual. 
 

 
11-AER International Services and Global Issues Division  
Kevin McCormack 

Learn more about AER's Global Issues Division and how you can add your 
voice to this growing community. 

 
 
12- Developmental Sequences Assessment Concurrent Validity with 

TGMD-3 for Visual Impairments  
Jenna Fisher 
The TGMD-3 is a validated fundamental motor skill assessment tool for 

children with visual impairments. It is imperative for physical education 
teachers to assess motor skills in elementary school in order to detect 

developmental delay. However, due to widespread time constraints in physical 
education, assessment is often omitted. The researcher presents an alternative 
method for assessment which has concurrent validity with TGMD-3 referred to 

as the developmental stages assessment criteria. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 62 

 
 

13-Building for the Future: Collaboration between Northern State 
University and the SD School for the Blind and Visually Impaired  

Marjorie A. Kaiser 
Northern State University and the SD School for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired are breaking new ground both literally and figuratively. Through our 
Educational Impact Campaign a new school for the blind and visually impaired as well 

as two NSU projects will be built entirely through donations. This collaboration will expand the 

TVI program at NSU and provide a carefully designed facility suitable for the next generations 

of students. 

 

 

14- Self-reported Physical Activities of children and Adolescents 
Attending a One Week Educational Sports Camp for Those with Visual 

Impairments  
Adam Pennell 

Children and adolescents with visual impairments are susceptible to inactivity 
and typically present with decreased levels of motor skill competence and 
physical fitness. Therefore, it is imperative that caregivers, educational 

/health-based professionals, and researchers understand what physical 
activities (if any) children and adolescents with visual impairments gravitate 
towards during their free time. This poster will provide descriptive information 

of physical activities which can be used to inform future practices. 
 

 
15- Literacy for Everybody: Using Voice Recognition Technology to 
Enhance Literacy  

Melody Furze 
This small research study uses new voice recognition technology to enhance 

the literacy experiences of three unique students at the New Mexico School for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired Early Childhood Program. Three students, all 
at various cognitive levels were read a story using voice activated sound effects 

and music. This poster presentation contains three case studies and photos of 
literacy learning experiences adapted for each student. 
 

 
16- Supporting Participation in Life Long Physical Activity for Women 

with Cardiac Conditions who are Blind or Visually Impaired  
Peggy Beckley 
A program to support women with cardiac conditions who are blind or visually 

impaired to actively engage in life long physical activity may counter-act the 
potential limitations that present. This poster presentation will discuss the 
factors that educators and health professionals need to consider when working 
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with women who are blind and visually impaired and have experienced a 
cardiac event or have chronic cardiac conditions. 

 
 

17- Research Designs and Literature in the Field of Visual Impairments 
and Blindness: What Informs Our Practices?  
Chevonne Sutter 

This poster presents results of a descriptive study examining types of articles 
published, and research methods used, in targeted journals in the field of 
visual impairments and blindness from 2012-2017. Results indicate there are 

fewer articles and studies targeting individuals with visual impairments 
compared to most other disability categories. However, visual impairments are 

actually overrepresented in the empirical literature in proportion to their 
occurrence in the IDEA child count. 
 

 
18- Envision: Who We Are, Where We Are, and What We Do-Employment, 

Outreach, Rehabilitation, Education, and Research in Wichita Kansas and 
Beyond 
Sylvia Ekdahl 

Since 1933, Envision has been dedicated to providing employment and 
independence for individuals who are visually impaired. Envision is comprised 
of multiple branches that are working together to support the mission to 

improve the quality of life and provide inspiration for the blind and visually 
impaired through employment, outreach, rehabilitation, education, and 

research. This session will highlight the work being done in these areas and 
give information about upcoming activities. 
 

 
19- Out With the Fluorescents!  
Amy Gunning 

This poster session will showcase the work done in the School for the Blind 
building at a residential school to change the lighting from fluorescents to a 

highly adjustable LED lighting system. Display materials will include 
background information, project development and completion, pictures 
showing various preset lighting schemes within classrooms, and pictures 

showing just how much lighting can be adjusted through company software. 
 

 
20- Finding Louis: A Digital Platform to Promote Braille Literacy for Blind 
and Visually Impaired  

Jang Hee I 
Finding is an innovative digital platform to promote Braille literacy for blind 
and visually impaired students. The program is made up of a number of 

interactive exercises, designed to stimulate and provide practice for reading, 
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writing and Braille vocabulary building. The system uses learning analytics to 
collect and measure student performance and progress. In addition, family and 

friends can participate and track students’ progress, fostering a supportive 
environment. 

 
 
21- Visually Impaired Students in the Full Inclusion Setting 

Sulugia Fa’atau, Amy Epati  
This study aims at investigating how blind and visually impaired students are 
taught English as a second language and analyzing the techniques and 

materials that General Education teachers utilize to teach English at public 
schools for the visually impaired. Three English teachers of visually impaired 

elementary school children were interviewed and a forty-minute class of each 
teacher was observed. 
 

 

10:00am-11:00am 
 

Everybody Counts or Nobody Counts 
Room: Naples 1 
Presenter(s):  Kenalea R. Johnson 

This session will provide an understanding of methods for evaluating and 
resources for working with elderly developmentally delayed VI persons. 

 
Are We All on the Same Page? Using Traffic Sound for Alignment 
Room: Naples 2 

Presenter(s):  Lukas Franck, Scott B. Smith, Bill Penrod 
The use of traffic sound for alignment in travel and in particular in street 
crossings is fundamental to successful travel by people who are blind. Yet, the 

presenters have observed that this knowledge is not universally in the teaching 
toolbox of all mobility specialists. This presentation will discuss and encourage 

discussion of these fundamental techniques and propose a teaching sequence 
to encourage implementation. 
 

Achieving Adult Self-Efficacy and Improved Family Dynamics through 
Early Instruction 
Room: Naples 3 

Presenter(s):  Raychel E. Callary 
As adults experience vision loss, family dynamics are often affected as family 

and friends step in to provide assistance and care. Dependency can lead to 
caregiver fatigue and even the breakdown of relationships. Providing services 
early and engaging a learner’s support system can decrease caregiver fatigue 

and promote self-efficacy. Strategies for gaining family support and for 
reaching people early in the adjustment process will be shared and solicited. 
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Is There Really an Accessible App for “That?” 

Room: Naples 4 
Presenter(s):  Chelsea Bridges 

Have you heard the phrase, "there's an app for everything?" Well is it really 
true? And if so, is it true for the clients that we serve? Well, I put that 
statement to the test. I thought about different tasks a person might perform 

throughout their day. I researched and downloaded apps that could be used to 
complete the activities. Come and discover my results! 
 

Developing an Accessible Indoor Navigation Application: Perceptions of 
785 Legally Blind Adults 

Room: Naples 6 
Presenter(s):  Paul Ponchillia, Song-jae Jo 
The presenters will report the findings of a 2017 survey of 785 legally blind 

adults designed to identify the most desirable features to be included in an 
indoor navigation application. In addition, attendees rated the importance and 

difficulty of eight common building types. The presenters will begin the session 
by describing Sendero’s grant partners and their two-year indoor navigation 
project. 

 
Training Interveners, A Pilot Project You Can Use 
Room: Naples 7 

Presenter(s):  Kristi M. Probst, Rebecca Obold-Geary 
A recent (2017) needs assessment conducted by the National Center on Deaf-

Blindness (NCDB) established the provision of qualified personnel (i.e., 
interveners and other professionals) to individuals who are deaf-blind as a 
priority. To address this need, NCDB created a training pilot. Eight states 

comprising 22 candidates participated. Training interveners in this way can 
capitalize on cooperative efforts between state deaf-blind projects, universities, 
and school districts. 

 
What Do Quality Services Look Like for Rural Students with Low-

Incidence Disabilities? 
Room: Tuscany 1 
Presenter(s):  Sarah Chatfield, Tia Reed 

Tia Reed and Sarah Chatfield, two service providers working in rural Wyoming, 
discuss the challenges they commonly face in providing for students with low-

incidence disabilities and the creative approaches they are utilizing to mitigate 
these problems. 
 

Pervasive Pet Passengers Posing as Service Animals Provokes Perception 
and Policy Changes 
Room: Tuscany 2 

Presenter(s):  Lis Geoghegan, Sharon E. Niemczyk 
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This one-hour session explores the past and present policies regarding the legal 
rights of people traveling with service animals. The session will explore the 

issue from the perspective of the disabled traveler, other passengers, and 
carriers, emphasizing the challenges faced by service animal users and the 

travel industry as non-disabled travelers muddy the rules by passing their pets 
off as working animals to avoid paying pet fares and penalties. 
 

Mathematica's Free Data Analytics Tool for Agency and Organization 
Program Evaluation 
Room: Tuscany 3 

Presenter(s):  Rebecca M. Sheffield 
Staff members at agencies serving people with blindness/visual impairment 

have access to a rich array of data on clients, counselors, programs, and 
services. In this presentation, we will describe different ways that agencies have 
used their data for performance management and program evaluation. We will 

also demonstrate an accessible, free, new tool - Mathematica's Program 
Evaluation Coach - that agency staff can use for rapid cycle evaluations of 

services and programs. 
 
Touching Our Solar System: Project-Based Learning Experiences for 

Students with Visual Impairments 
Room: Tuscany 4 
Presenter(s):  Stephen J. Kortenkamp, Irene Topor, Garrison Tsinajinie, 

Sunggye Hong 
Decrease in motivation and achievement toward science, technology, 

engineering, and math (STEM) subjects is commonly observed among students 
with visual impairments. We use Project-Based Learning (PBL) experiences in 
astronomy to engage students with visual impairments in STEM. We will 

discuss and share our program materials, curriculum, sources for creating 3D 
printed materials, and suggestions for customizing your own PBL experiences. 
 

Learn to Use a 3D Pen 
Room: Tuscany 5 

Presenter(s):  Nicholas P. Leon 
Emerging 3D technology is providing new ways to create tactile diagrams. 3D 
pens are an effective and affordable tool for vision professionals. Get the 

opportunity to try out this technology and learn some helpful techniques for 
getting started with this device. 

 
Creating Digital Materials -- Best Practices 
Room: Tuscany 6 

Presenter(s):  Shannon Pruitt 
"The dog ate my homework!" Gone are those days, and it's not because dogs 
now prefer all-natural, organic, grain-free homework papers. It's because 

everything is going digital--textbooks, assessments, and even homework. This 
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session will cover considerations that need to be taken into account by 
classroom teachers and how TVIs can collaborate with the classroom teacher to 

ensure resources and materials are accessible to ALL students. 
 

Echoidentification - Getting the Most Back From Sound 
Room: Tuscany 7 
Presenter(s):  Dawn Anderson, Sarahelizabeth Baguhn 

It is within an Orientation and Mobility specialist’s scope of practice to teach 
students techniques for getting the most out of sensory information. Teaching 
students to make a crisp clicking sound and attend to the reflections of that 

sound, they can learn to identify many characteristics about the objects 
around them. Attendees will expand their experiences with the techniques of 

echoidentification and how to incorporate them into their practice. 
 
Touching the Future in Tactile Graphics 

Room: Tuscany 8 
Presenter(s):  Ken Perry, Venkatesh Chari, Jeanette Wicker 

With the increasing use of technology in schools, immediate access to on-
screen graphics can be crucial to learning for students with visual 
impairments. Traditionally, students with visual impairments use tactile 

graphics or audio description to access pictures, graphs, and diagrams. The 
latest development in presenting tactile graphics is a dynamic, mechanical, 
multilevel tactile display. This type of display will provide immediate access to 

image files and on-screen graphics. 
 

Leadership Lessons Learned for Blindness Professionals at the 2016 Rio 
Paralypics 
Room: Tuscany 9 

Presenter(s): Michael Bina  
This session focuses on the role of the education and rehabilitation service 
provider in changing the world's perception of people with disabilities-- one 

student and client at a time. Lessons learned at the 2016 Paralympics will 
challenge service providers to see their role in a different light to dispel the 

general public's harmful myths, discrimination, prejudice, and low expectation. 
Athlete profiles will demonstrate that disability doesn't mean inability. 
 

 

11:30am-12:30pm 
 
Compromised Brains and How to Maximize Efficiency for Learning Skills 
Room: Naples 1 

Presenter(s):  Kenalea R. Johnson 
Brain trauma causes changes in the brain that create dysfunctional brain 
activity. These compromised brains are capable of changing with appropriate 

intervention. There are methods that give an opportunity for the brain to 
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develop new neuronal pathways due to the neuroplasticity of all brains. Results 
of changes made in 2018 to the Visual Impairment Day Habilitation Sessions 

in Austin State Supported Living Center, in Austin, Texas will be presented. 
 

Adventures in Wonderland, Exploring Complex Connections between 
Vision, Neurology, Light and Color 
Room: Naples 2 

Presenter(s):  Catherine Morris 
Discover how light and color can change how we see neurologically. Learn 
about Visual Stress and the challenges/barriers it brings to the classroom for 

students with neurologic disorders affecting the brain. Investigate ways to 
evaluate the impact Visual Stress has on your students. Experience the power 

custom filters can have through video documentation. Discuss how addressing 
Visual Stress can have immediate, clear, and powerful benefits for the 
individuals we serve. 

 
Collaboration and Interstate Partnerships in Training Teachers of 

Students with Visual Impairments 
Room: Naples 3 
Presenter(s):  Michael Munro, Emily Coleman, Brent Stark 

This program will detail issues, challenges, and successes in the establishment 
of a successful interstate partnership between an established university and a 
distant state agency in an effort to train Teachers of Students with Visual 

Impairments. The need for collaboration and support between various state 
agencies and stakeholders and university personnel is highlighted. 

 
Getting More Braille into Classrooms 
Room: Naples 4 

Presenter(s):  William Freeman 
Come learn how you can produce more braille quicker and easier for your 
students. Learn how to make tests, spelling lists, math and science 

worksheets, reading materials, and more in braille using free, easy-to-use 
software. We will teach you how to get and use BrailleBlaster to make the 

braille your students need. It's free and easy-to-use, so there's nothing 
stopping your students from reading braille every day. 
 

Balance It Out: Using Stability Exercises and Assessment to Promote 
Movement Opportunities 

Room: Naples 6 
Presenter(s):  Adam Pennell, Jenna Fisher, Ali Brian 
This presentation will begin by detailing a modern interpretation of balance as 

it relates to individuals with visual impairments. The influence of balance on 
motor skill development and subsequent physical activity will be discussed. A 
multifaceted assessment approach for determining an individual's balance 

abilities will be introduced. Practical suggestions related to assessment and the 
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improvement of balance abilities for individuals with visual impairments will 
conclude this session with audience participation. 

 
Supporting Different Learning Needs with Emerging Technologies 

Room: Naples 7 
Presenter(s):  Emily Nostro 
As the educational content landscape rapidly evolves, the growth of digital 

textbooks, and increasing use of visual data, students with disabilities are 
increasingly encountering barriers to the general education curriculum. For 
some, this struggle often pushes them out of STEAM classes and closes a range 

of educational and career options. This session gives attendees insight into 
tools available for creating accessible content to increase access to the general 

education curriculum. 
 
Vision After Brain Surgeries Which Remove An Occipital Lobe 

Room: Tuscany 1 
Presenter(s):  Linda Lawrence, Monika Jones 

Brain surgeries which remove or disconnect one occipital lobe are increasingly 
being used to stop drug-resistant seizures in children. These surgeries result in 
homonymous hemianopia, cause oculomotor control problems, and challenges 

with visual processing/perception. This session will provide an overview of 
these surgeries, address how their resulting vision implications impact a child 
in school and suggest instruction methods, accommodations, modifications, 

and compensatory mechanisms to help these children succeed in school. 
 

An Update and Overview of What Your Certification Body is Doing 
Room: Tuscany 2 
Presenter(s):  Mickey Damelio 

ACVREP is the international certification body serving the blindness profession 
through the COMS; CLVT; CVRT; CADIS certifications. This presentation will 
provide an opportunity for members of our profession to speak with ACVREP 

leadership and learn of any upcoming changes to ACVREP certifications. 
 

Experiences of Turkish University Students with Visual Impairments 
Room: Tuscany 3 
Presenter(s):  Mehmet A. Cihan 

This study provides you with insights about some issues that are faced by 
university students in a developing country, Turkey. It examines experiences of 

those students in different aspects, academic and social challenges, and 
accommodations provided by the universities. By knowing what problems 
emerged, the researcher leaves you with some actions that should be taken 

immediately to address those issues. 
 
Tactile Crosswalk Diagrams Improve Street-Crossing Confidence in Blind 

Pedestrians 



 

 70 

Room: Tuscany 4 
Presenter(s):  Steve Landau, Joshua Miele, Linda Myers 

New dedicated bus and bike lanes, roundabouts, and light rail running along 
city streets add complexity that can flummox even the most experienced blind 

traveler. In response, three US cities are experimenting with small signs placed 
at street corners to explain intersection geometry and traffic flow. This 
presentation will report on findings from human subject research just 

completed in San Francisco as part of a federal research grant. 
 
Essential Apps for O&M 

Room: Tuscany 5 
Presenter(s):  Nicholas P. Leon 

The modern revolution of the smartphone has replaced many of the devices 
previously used in non-visual travel. Moreover, it has become such a dynamic 
field that hundreds of apps are released each day. This session will showcase 

essential apps for O&M and present key features accompanied by video/audio 
demonstrations. 

 
Tools to Determine Technology and Communication Needs for Students 
with Multiple Disabilities 

Room: Tuscany 6 
Presenter(s):  Shannon Pruitt 
Do you have students whose vision is just one ingredient in the recipe that is 

the whole child? Are you also at a loss for suggestions you can make to help 
support this student? In this session, we will cover a variety of free tools that 

will help you determine good starting points for your students with the most 
complex needs. 
 

Individualizing Braille Literacy Instruction for Print Readers with Visual 
Impairments 
Room: Tuscany 7 

Presenter(s):  Missy Garber 
This presentation will focus on strategies, curricula, and tools for 

individualizing braille literacy instruction for students with visual impairments 
of all ages (including those with additional disabilities) who are primarily print 
readers. 

 
Mentors, Resources, Community: A Recipe for College Success 

Room: Tuscany 8 
Presenter(s):  Kristen Witucki, Mary Alexander 
Come to an interactive presentation about working with transition-age 

students! Learn how Learning Ally has worked with mentors, students, 
advisors and other partners to create a national program to help students while 
they are preparing for or are in college. We will walk through our research, 
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explore our curriculum for college students and offer the chance for teachers to 
discuss the needs of this subset of the BVI population. 

 
 

Just Behave! Teacher Needs: Let's Prepare TVIs to Address Challenging 
Student Behavior 
Room: Tuscany 9 

Presenter(s):  Paula Conroy, Amber Rundle Kahn 
This presentation will share the results of a study that focused on assessing 
TVIs' needs for managing challenging student behavior. Suggestions from study 

attendees will be shared. Session attendees will be invited to engage in a 
question and answer/problem-solving session with other participants and the 

research team. 
 
 

2:00pm-3:30pm 
 
"Are You Ready Yet?" Preparing for Future Employment in Australia 

Room: Naples 1 
Presenter(s):  Natalie Kaine, Roger Stancliffe, Christine Chapparo 

A traditional paper outlining an Australian qualitative research study on young 
people's preparedness for future employment will be explored. This pilot study 
used focus groups to gather views from young people who were visually 

impaired, parents and vision support teachers. Findings will guide a larger 
study into career education for children 5-14 years, as part of a PhD degree 

through the University of Sydney. 
 
Vision and Autism, It's Not What You Think 

Room: Naples 2 
Presenter(s):  Catherine Morris 
Come take a peek into the visual world of individuals with Autism. Untangle 

some of the mystery of how their vision may differ from your own. Watch 
engaging videos documenting these differences. Witness significant 

improvement in sensory processing including vision, which is possible through 
the use of custom lighting and filters. 
 

Indoor Explorer: An Open Platform for Orientation, Location, and 
Navigation Indoors 

Room: Naples 3 
Presenter(s):  Keith Creasy 
This session provides an overview of Nearby Explorer, featuring features for 

indoor orientation, location, and navigation. It continues with a description of 
indoor mapping techniques and the need for a free and open platform for 
indoor map and beacon data. It concludes with an overview of some of the 

related projects and apps with some time for discussion. 
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Roundtable: Aging and Vision Loss Research  

Room: Naples 4 
Presenter(s):  Priscilla Rogers, Rebecca Sheffield, Mark Richert, Esq. 

Without a doubt, more research and more researchers are needed in the field of 
aging and vision loss. Join this round-table discussion to consider what 
research is needed, what should be prioritized, and what actions are necessary 

to sustain and expand critical research in our field and related fields. 
 
O&M for the Birth-3 Population 

Room: Naples 6 
Presenter(s):  Sophia Diaz, Loreta Martinez-Cargo 

This presentation will concentrate on O&M strategies used for the Birth-3 
population, including children who are deaf/blind, children who have multiple 
impairments and children with various visual impairments. Videos will be 

shown that demonstrate various O&M strategies, the use of adaptive mobility 
devices and using a cane. 

 
IRS- Identifying, Referring, and Serving Our Youngest Learners in New 
Mexico 

Room: Naples 7 
Presenter(s):  Ronda Dalley, Amy Fletcher, Lynn Little 
This presentation highlights the process of training agencies how to identify 

and refer children who are at risk for visual impairments. During this session, 
attendees will learn about the importance of building community collaboration 

for the benefit of these children. Pictures and videos will be shared that 
demonstrate how children with visual impairments are served using the 
Expanded Core Curriculum within their natural environments and family 

routines. 
 
CVI Companion Guide to Developmental Guidelines for Infants with Visual 

Impairments 
Room: Tuscany 1 

Presenter(s):  Amanda Lueck, Deborah Chen, Elizabeth Hartmann 
“Developmental Guidelines for Infants with Visual Impairments” from APH 
reviews and charts issues that can affect learning for infants with VI. The 

development of a Companion Guide to the original document will be discussed 
that ties the original guidelines to holistic developmental patterns of children 

with CVI, presenting methods to understand and monitor them. Input will be 
sought to ensure that the new guide addresses the needs of the field 
 

Panel: Establishing Research Based Best Practices in Early Childhood; 
Miami Lighthouse Inclusion Program 
Room: Tuscany 2 
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Presenter(s):  Isabel Chica, Liana De Angelis, Demetrius Morgan, Jannet De 
Toro 

Panel discussion on the importance of establishing research based national 
guidelines that support children with visual impairments in Early Childhood 

environments. The Lighthouse Learning Center for Children™ inclusive 
readiness model will share its Year 1 outcomes and impact of inclusion for 
students participating in a cross-sequential 4 year longitudinal study in 

partnership with the University of Miami. 
 
Texas 2 STEPS: These Boots Were Made for Walking 

Room: Tuscany 3 
Presenter(s):  Stephanie Walker, M. Ed., Debra Sewell, Jill Brown, M. Ed., 

Marjie Wood, M. Ed., Tracy Hallak, M. Ed., Olga Uriegas 
Strap on your boots and try your hand at implementing Texas 2 STEPS from 
evaluation to instructional planning. Video clips will be used to practice 

evaluating a child in both orientation and mobility. Attendees will then utilize 
the results to identify instructional strategies from the activities section of the 

Texas 2 STEPS. Don’t miss this opportunity to participate in this interactive 
experience. 
 

Who’s the Baby?... Identification of Young Children with Visual 
Impairment 
Room: Tuscany 4 

Presenter(s):  DeEtte Snyder 
This presentation will focus on the results of the recent analysis of the Babies 

Count database. Characteristics related to children's 
visual/medical/educational needs, their families, and the services designed to 
support them will be highlighted. Demographic and epidemiological 

information is included, plus a comparison of previous analyses for a 
longitudinal look at young children with visual impairment will be included. 
The history of the project will be summarized for those new to Babies Count. 

 
Easy As 1-2-3: Fundamentals of UEB for Math 

Room: Tuscany 5 
Presenter(s):  Frances Mary D'Andrea 
Unified English Braille is a complete code that was designed to be used in all 

contexts. Once you understand the fundamentals of how the code is 
structured, it's easy to apply the rules and symbols. This presentation will 

focus on basic rules such as the "Stand Alone" rule and Grade 1 rules, and 
how they work with the numeric indicator to create a code that is consistent 
and logical. 

 
Orientation & Mobility Specialist 
Room: Tuscany 6 

Presenter(s):  Deana D. McDougald 
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Does itinerant merely mean from school to school within a city, or with 
distances greater than 60 minutes? How do I complete paperwork, let alone 

which forms do I use; schedule time for meetings, evaluations, IEP preparation, 
agency data sheets, et al. What else could I possibly need to know, or have on 

hand, as I work out of my car!? Come learn more in this thought provoking 
session! 
 

Creating Quality Tactile Graphics Using Tactileview Software and a Basic-
D Embosser 
Room: Tuscany 7 

Presenter(s):  Kathryn Segers 
Attendees who attend this session will learn how to create quality tactile 

graphics using Tactileview software and a Basic-D embosser. No special tactile 
graphics embosser is needed to make high quality tactile graphics for students. 
 

TVIs and CI (Convergence Insufficiency): The Elephant in the Room 
Room: Tuscany 8 

Presenter(s):  Heather McBryar 
Convergence Insufficiency (CI), a binocular vision disorder, is one of the 
commonly diagnosed vision problems in children that can impact learning. 

This session will provide in-depth information about CI including associated 
symptoms, diagnostic criteria, and possible treatment options. Attendees and 
presenter will have an opportunity to explore what role TVI’s should have in 

assisting students with CI and their need for proper classroom 
accommodations. 

 
3D Printed Materials: From Idea to Implementation 
Room: Tuscany 9 

Presenter(s):  Leslie Edmonds, Neal McKenzie 
There will be a presentation and discussion about incorporating 3D materials 
as part of the curriculum for students with visual impairments. Assessing the 

need for materials, researching designs in existence, creating new designs and 
printing on the 3D printer will be discussed. Presenters will also share 

resources on how to work with local organizations that may collaborate on 3D 
design and assist with printing. Attendees will leave with ideas, resources and 
ways to collaborate. 
 

 

Sunday July 29, 2018 Sessions 
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9:00am-10:00am 
 
 
Orientation and Mobility Training During World War I 

Room: Naples 1 
Presenter(s):  Robert Kozel 

This presentation looks at Orientation and Mobility training during the First 
World War. This training was based on training systems that predated the later 
Long Cane system. This era of training is part of the evolutionary path to the 

Long Cane system developed by Richard Hoover during the Second World War. 
 
Diagnostic Assessments for Students with Visual Impairments: What's in 

Your Toolbox? 
Room: Naples 2 

Presenter(s):  Carolyn Zierer 
Looking for some things to add to your toolbox? Dive into adapting diagnostic 
assessments for students with visual impairments. Explore the differences 

between a publisher diagnostic assessment and the adapted assessment. 
 
Teamwork: How to Build an Educational Team Despite Being Itinerant 

Room: Naples 3 
Presenter(s): Terena L. Scott 

Being part of an educational team can be challenging when a teacher is 
itinerant. But, it doesn’t have to be that way. In this workshop, we will explore 
strategies and cultivate ideas for building teams. Attendees will learn to identify 

key people who can further a child’s IEP goals (they may or may not be the 
teacher), and will discover ways to strengthen communication and connection 

while on the road. 
 
Technology Access for Visually Impaired Students 

Room: Naples 4 
Presenter(s):  Bruce McClanahan 
Explore Using Chromebooks with ChromeVox, lessons plans, and a ChromeVox 

quick reference sheet. TypingClub, a mainstream accessible keyboarding for 
students with dyslexia, physically handicapped, low vision, and blind students 

during this session! Switch apps accessible for totally blind children on the 
iPad and Chromebook. There will be a discussion about switch progression. 
 

TVI Tools; Tools to Help the Classroom Teacher Help You 
Room: Naples 7 

Presenter(s):  Shannon Pruitt 
We live in an age of innovation. Today your household trash can is so smart it 
can make sure whatever you just threw away shows up at your doorstep in two 

days. So how come low vision students sometimes have to wait two days for 
enlarged materials? This session will cover technology tools that will allow low-
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vision students to access materials immediately and at the same time as their 
peers. 

 
Conversation Hour: Training Teachers of Children with Multiple 

Disabilities in Shanxi Province, China 
Room: Tuscany 1 
Presenter(s):  Patricia Lee, Min C. Perera 

Between 2015 and 2018, Perkins International held a five day training on 
foundational approaches for working with children who have multiple 
disabilities and visual impairment at the Chinese Disabled People’s Federation 

Preschool in Shanxi Province, China. Follow-up was also administered with 
teachers to ensure that knowledge and skills were transferred to the classroom. 

This session will highlight the results and lessons learned from the teacher 
training and case study research. 
 

Systems Change: Creating Access for Students with CVI 
Room: Tuscany 3 

Presenter(s):  Mary Zatt, Ellen Mazel, Christine Roman 
This presentation will chronicle system change that addresses the unique staff 
training, assessment, environmental adaptations, accommodations, 

methodologies, program and planning to serve students with cortical visual 
impairment. These students have unique visual needs based on the impact of 
damage to the visual pathways and or visual processing centers of the brain. A 

variety of case studies will be presented illustrating how systems change was 
identified, developed, and assessed. 

 
National Blind Sports Day 
Room: Tuscany 4 

Presenter(s):  Kevin Brousard 
National Blind Sports Day will be a celebration across the US showcasing the 
abilities, opportunities and awareness of sports for the blind and visually 

impaired. The mission of USABA is to grow the awareness of blind sports, and 
as a result, provide more opportunities for blind/visually impaired Americans 

to participate in sport and recreation. In 2018, we will unveil a new event with 
the goal of fulfilling that mission. 
 

Collaboration Serving Autism Spectrum Disorder and Visual Impairment 
Using PECS Modified 

Room: Tuscany 5 
Presenter(s):  Sharon Woods, Heather Masterson 
This session presents the collaborative adventure of a behaviorist and 

TVI/COMS working with a nine-year-old student with autism and blindness. 
We will share our struggles and problem solving process as we worked to 
modify the PECS protocol. We were able to make appropriate tactile 

modification and document the success of the program with data. Our process 
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started with review of literature and continues to evolve as this student 
progresses. 

 
 

10:30am-12:00pm 
 
Results from a Braille Mobile App Research Study 

Room: Naples 1 
Presenter(s):  Cheryl Kamei-Hannan, Tessa McCarthy, Frances Mary D'Andrea, 
Cay Holbrook, Rujira Songkhao 

An electronic reading and writing intervention was delivered through 
technology using a braille display and an IOS app. Results of students using 

the app during the five year project will be shared, including results in two skill 
areas – reading and writing. Presenters will also share ways to incorporate 
using the app to support reading and writing skills with a brief demonstration 

of the app. 
 
Visual Assessment of Children with PIMD, the Dutch Way 

Room: Naples 3 
Presenter(s):  Marieke Steendam 

Children with Profound Intellectual and Multiple Disabilities (PIMD) have a 
high incidence of cerebral visual impairment (CVI), but are difficult to assess as 
there are no standardized tests available until now. In the Netherlands, a new 

observational instrument, the Visual Assessment Scales CVI-PIMD has been 
developed, based on recent research and extensive clinical experience. The VAS 

will be introduced and put to practice by the attendees in this Learning Lab. 
 
The Effects of Running Guide Dogs on Runners with Visual Impairments 

Room: Naples 6 
Presenter(s):  Lauren Lieberman, Pamela Haibach-Beach, Ben Cawley 
Individuals with visual impairments possess low levels of physical activity. 

Therefore, it is extremely important that interventions are developed to improve 
physical activity. The purpose of this study was to examine the perspectives of 

adults with visual impairments on their experiences running with trained 
running guide dogs. The four themes were: 1) Health, 2) Independence, 3) The 
Dog, and 4) Accessibility. Participants emphasized the many benefits to their 

health. 
 

Evaluate, Reflect, Collaborate, Implement: Unique Practicum Experiences 
for Preservice Visual Impairment Professionals 
Room: Naples 7 

Presenter(s):  Rona L. Pogrund, Shannon Darst 
Texas Tech University's Sensory Impairment Program's practicum model is 
unique, as it delivers both theoretical and practical training, leading to targeted 

trademark outcomes. The College of Education’s mission is to lead the nation 
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in high-quality, research-based teacher preparation initiated development of 
this rigorous practicum model. This model guides pre-service TVIs in delivering 

comprehensive evaluation and instruction that are tied to reflective analysis 
and data collection that leads to documented student outcomes. 

Using Touch Signals to Communicate Silently with Dog Guide Users 
During Travel 

Room: Tuscany 2 
Presenter(s):  Ellie Carlson 
Could you inform a traveler, “turn right” without their dog guide hearing your 

command too? Could you silently let a traveler know that their desired 
destination is coming up on their left, or that they just successfully passed a 

challenging distraction? Touch signals have been primarily used with 
individuals who are Deaf-Blind; however, they are very effective with other 
populations as well. Come get your hands on this technique! 

How Vision and Perception are affected by ABI 

Room: Tuscany 7 
Presenter(s):  Leah Bell 
Learn how acquired brain injury can affect our ability to sense and interact 

with our world through vision, and find out what we, as clinicians, can do 
about it. 
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Closing Session 

 “Evolve. Empower. Succeed” 

1:30-3pm 

Room: Tuscany A-C 

 

Keynote Speaker: Bill Takeshita, O.D., F.A.A.O., F.C.O.V.D.  

Dr. Bill Takeshita is an optometrist who specializes in the field of low vision. 

Dr. Takeshita performed his undergraduate studies at U.C.L.A.  He received his 

doctorate in optometry from the Southern California College of Optometry with 

high honors. He is a fellow of the American Academy of Optometry and the 

College of Optometrists in Vision Development. Dr. Takeshita started the 

pediatric low vision program at the Center for the Partially Sighted in Santa 

Monica, CA; and he was later named the chief of optometry at the Center. In 

2004, Dr. Takeshita was forced to retire from practicing optometry after he 

developed his own vision impairment. He currently is the chief of low vision at 

the MB Ketchum University Eye Center in Los Angeles, and is an adjunct 

professor of the Western University of Health Sciences School of Optometry. Dr. 

Takeshita serves on the boards of numerous non-profit organizations for the 

blind and lectures extensively across the country on the topic of vision 

rehabilitation.  
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Conference Exhibitors 2018 

 
American Printing House for the Blind (APH) 
Booth No. 203 
1839 Frank Art Avenue 
Louisville, Kentucky  40206   USA 
800-223-1839     info@aph.org www.aph.org 
 
Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired 
(AER) 
Booth No 301 
1703 N. Beauregard Street, Ste 440 
Alexandria, Virginia  22311   USA 
(703) 671-4500    michele@aerbvi.org 
www.aerbvi.org 
  
Braille Authority of North America 
Booth No 409 
(612) 767-5658    chair@brailleauthority.org 
www.brailleauthority.org 

mailto:info@aph.org
http://www.humanware.com/
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Braille Wear 
Booth No 324 
(805) 338-9853    braillewear4U@gmail.com 
www.braillewear.shop 
 
Eschenbach Optik 
Booth No 401 and 403 
22 Shelter Rock Lane 
Danbury, Connecticut 6810   USA 
(800) 487-5389    tgels@eschenbach.com 
www.eschenbach.com 
 
Eye Catch Signs 
Booth No 419 
2482 Maynard Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 3V4   Canada 
(902) 700-2132    johnsullivan@eyecatchsigns.com 
eyecatchsigns.com 
 
Freedom Scientific/Optelec/Ai Squared 
Booth No 100 and 102 
11800 31st Ct N 
St Petersburg, Florida  33716   USA 
(800) 444-4443    mwood@vfogroup.com 
www.vfogroup.com 
 
 
Good-Lite Company 
Booth No 314 
1155 Jansen Farm Drive 
Elgin, Illinois  60123   USA 
(841) 847-1145    dlivingston@good-lite.com 
www.good-lite.com 
 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Booth No 407 
350 Los Ranchitos Road 
San Rafael, California  94903   USA 

(800) 295-4050    tstern@guidedogs.com 
www.guidedogs.com 
 
Guide Dogs of America 
Booth No 110 
13445 Glenoaks Blvd. 
Sylmar, California  91342   USA 
(818) 833-6428    gasteinmetz@guidedogsofamerica.org 
www.guidedogsofamerica.org 
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HIMS INC 
Booth No 325 
4616 W Howard Ln., Ste. 960 
Austin, Texas  78728-6300   USA 
(512) 837-2000    damian@hims-inc.com 
www.hims-inc.com 
 
Hull Foundation for the Blind 
Booth No 224 
36629 County Road 65 
Galeton, Colorado  80622   USA 
(307) 214-1461    ohflowvision@gmail.com 
 
HumanWare 
Booth No 303 
P.O. Box 800, 1 UPS Way  
Champlain, NY 12919 USA 
(800) 722-3393     info@humanware.com 
www.humanware.com 
 
iMerciv Inc. 
Booth No 417 
28 Linden St., Suite 2204 
Toronto, Ontario  M4Y0A4   Canada 
(647) 919-9269    arjunmali@imerciv.com 
www.imerciv.com 
 
 
 
IPEVO, Inc. 
Booth No 114 
440 N. Wolfe Rd. 
Sunnyvale, California  94085   USA 
(408) 490-3085    alexyang@ipevo.com 
www.ipevo.com 
 
IrisVision 
Booth No 411 
5976 W. Las Positas Blvd, Suite 126 
Pleasanton, California  94588   USA 
(925) 452-6013    usman@irisvision.com 
www.irisvision.com 
 
Leader Dogs for the Blind 
Booth No 318 
1039 S Rochester Rd 
Rochester Hills, Michigan  48307-3115   USA 
(888) 777-5332    eihrke@leaderdog.org 

mailto:info@humanware.com
http://www.humanware.com/
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www.leaderdog.org 
 
LS&S, llc 
Booth No 108 
145 River Rock Drive 
Buffalo, New York  14207   USA 
(716) 348-3516    tperry@lssproducts.com 
www.lssproducts.com 
 
LVI America, Inc. 
Booth No 423 
150 North Michigan Avenue, Ste 1950 
Chicago, Illinois  60601   USA 
(203) 514-8717    charlie.collins@lviamerica.com 
www.lviamerica.com 
 
Mobience 
Booth No 118 
Campustown 202-4402 
149 Songdo Yeonsu 
Incheon,  21982    South Korea 
+82 70 4120 5402    info@mobience.com 
www.mobience.com 
 
National Braille Press 
Booth No 106 
88 Saint Stephen St 
Boston, Massachusetts  02115   USA 
(617) 266-6160    lmcneilly@nbp.org 
www.nbp.org 
 
National Federation of the Blind 
Booth No 125 
1800 Johnson Street 
Baltimore, Maryland  21230   USA 
(410) 659-9314    jpare@nfb.org 
www.nfb.org 
 
NOAH, National Organization for Albinism and Hypopigmentation 
Booth No 308 

PO Box 959 
East Hampstead, New Hampshire  03826   USA 
(603) 887-2310    mmcgowan@albinism.org 
www.albinism.org 
 
NoIR Medical 
Booth No 316 
6155 Pontiac Trail 
South Lyon, Michigan  48178   USA 
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(800) 5219746    mary.kline@noirlaser.com 
www.noirlaser.com 
 
NRTC on Blindness & Low Vision 
Booth No 217 and 219 
P. O. Box 6189 
Mississippi State 
Mississippi  39762   USA 
(662) 325-7828    rbrannon@colled.msstate.edu 
www.colled.msstate.edu 
 
NuEyes 
Booth No 213 
120 Newport Center Drive, Suite 232 
Newport Beach, California  92660   USA 
(800) 605-4033    regina@nueyes.com 
www.nueyes.com 
 
OrCam 
Booth No 424 
1115 Broadway, 11th floor 
New York, New York  10010   USA 
(800) 713-3741    lena.lee@orcam.com 
www.orcam.com 
 
Perkins School for the Blind  
Booth No 101 
175 North Beacon Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
(617) 924-3434     info@perkins.org 
www.perkins.org 
 
Polara 
Booth No 209 
4656 W Boathouse Circle 
South Jordan, Utah  84009   USA 
(330) 754-7760    mbaker@polaraent.com 
www.polaraent.com 
 
Randolph-Sheppard Vendors of America 
Booth No 124 
940 Parc Helene Dr. 
Marrero, Louisiana  70072   USA 
(818) 238-9321    abazyn@bazyncommunications.com 
www.bazyncommunications.com 
 
Second Sight Medical Products 
Booth No 211 
12744 San Fernando Road, Suite 400 
Sylmar, California  91342   USA 
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(818) 833-4136    dtsutsui@secondsight.com 
www.secondsight.com 
 
Stoelting 
Booth No 306 
1031 Frances Pkwy 
Park Ridge, Illinois  60068   USA 
(312) 402-2271    bsyzdek@stoeltingco.com 
www.stoeltingco.com 
 
Sunu Band 
Booth No 120 
PO Box 400931 
Cambridge, Massachusetts  02140  USA 
(617) 980-9807    fernando@sunu.io 
www.sunu.io/index.html? 
 
Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
Booth No 104 
1100 West 45th Street 
Austin, Texas  78756   USA 
(512) 206-9183    debrasewell@tsbvi.edu 
www.tsbvi.edu 
 
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
Booth No 310  
14&C Streets SW, Room 516-M 
Washington, DC   20228  USA 
(202) 874-3487    Lydia.Washington@bep.gov 
www.bep.gov 
 
The Described and Captioned Media Program  
Booth No 207 
1447 E. Main Street 
Spartanburg, South Carolina  29307  USA 
(864) 585-1778    ccamp@dcmp.org 
www.dcmp.org 
 
The Seeing Eye Inc. 
Booth No 413 

P.O. Box 375 
Morristown, New Jersey  07963   USA 
(800) 539-4425    whitec@seeingeye.org 
www.seeingeye.org 
 
Touch Graphics 
Booth No 225 
11 Harvest Lane 
Elkton, Maryland  21921  USA 
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(646) 515-3492    sl@touchgraphics.com 
www.touchgraphics.com 
 
Vanda Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Booth No. 201 
2200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
(202) 734-3400     info@vandapharma.com 
www.vandapharma.com 
 
 
ViewPlus Technologies 
Booth No. 317 
1965 SW Airport Ave 
Corvallis, Oregon 97333 
541-754-4002      dephena.maxwell@viewplus.com 
www.viewplus.com 
 
Virginia Murray Sowell Center for Research & Education in Sensory Disabilities Texas 
Tech University 
Booth No 215  
3008 18th St. 
P.O. Box 41707 
Lubbock, Texas 79409  USA 
(806) 834-0225    anita.page@ttu.edu 
www.ttu.edu 
 
Vital 
Booth No 315  
3008 18th St. 
P.O. Box 41707 
Lubbock, Texas 79409  USA 
(806) 834-0225    anita.page@ttu.edu 
www.ttu.edu 
 
WayAround 
Booth No 312 
6010 W. Spring Creek Pkwy, #247 
Plano, Texas 75024  USA 
(833) 857-7760    jessica.hipp@wayaround.com 

www.wayaround.com 
 
Wealth Taxi 
Booth No 324 
5404 Whitsett Ave  
Valley Village, California  91607   USA 
(650) 735-1968    hello@wealthtaxi.com 
www.wealthtaxi.com 
 



 

 87 

 
 
Wolf Products, Inc. 
Booth No 116 
106 Purvis Rd. 
Butler, Pennsylvania  16001   USA 
(724) 285-5428    wolfproductsinc@gmail.com 
 
Zimmerman Low Vision Simulation Kit 
Booth No 405 
7709 Jacaranda Lane 
Naples, Florida  34114   USA 
(412) 760-2481    lowvisionsimulationkit@yahoo.com 
www.lowvisionsimulationkit.com/ 
 
Zoomax (USA) Inc. 
Booth No 415 
13 Branch Street, Suite 205 
Methuen, Massachusetts  01844  USA 
(866) 296-8388    dbradburn@zoomaxusa.com 
www.zoomaxusa.com 
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Congratulations to the 2018 AER Awards Winners! 

 

 

 

Alfred Allen Award 

Margaret Cleary 

 

 

John H. McAulay Award 

Timothy Hindman 

 

 

Mary K. Bauman Award 

Cay Holbrook 

 

 

Ambrose M. Shotwell Award 

Carl R. Augusto 

 

C. Warren Bledsoe Award 

Deborah Hatton 

Corpus of Work 

 

 

Richard Welsh Award 

Tiffany Wild 

 

 

Douglas C. MacFarland Award 

Barbara McCarthy 

 

 

Outstanding Chapter Award 

AER Wisconsin Chapter 
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Congratulations to the Division Awards Winners! 

Low Vision Therapy Division 

Meritorious Award for Outstanding Lifetime Contributions to Low Vision 

Anne L. Corn, Ed.D. 

Outstanding Contributions to Literature and/or Research in Low Vision 

Sharon Z. Sacks, Ph.D. 

Outstanding Contributions to the Low Vision Rehabilitation Division (#7) of AER 

Kelly E. Lusk, Ph.D. 

Orientation and Mobility Division 

Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial Award 
Rodney James Kossick 

Sandy Kronick Distinguished Service Award 
Christopher Tabb 

Orientation and Mobility Citation of Excellence for Direct Service 
Mary Ball-Swartwout 

Rehabilitation Counseling and Employment Services Division 

2018 Louis Vieceli Award Winner 

Raymond E. Hopkins 

Division on Aging 

President’s Award 
Neva Fairchild 

Vision Rehabilitation Therapy 

Susan and Paul Ponchillia Publication Award 

Steven Kelley 

Bruce McKenzie Award 

Diane S. Weiss and Laura Vittorioso 
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Alice Raftary Rising Star Award 

Amber Mooney 

Multiple Disabilities and Deafblind Division 

Virginia Sowell Award 

Lauren J. Lieberman  

Samuel Gridley Howe Award 

Nathalie de Wit 

Physical Activity and Recreation Division 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Dr. Paul E. Ponchillia 

Dedicated Service Award 

Tristan Pierce 

The Leadership Award 

Matthew Mescall 

The Division 19 Future Professional Award 

Adam Pennell 

International Services and Global Issues Division 

Scholarship Winner 

Denise Garabito Diaz 

https://aerbvi.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/VirginiaSowellNominationForm2016.docx
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AER Job Exchange is a comprehensive online 

listing of job openings directed at those looking for 

positions that offer opportunities to provide services 

to or work on behalf of individuals who are blind or 

visually impaired. Don’t miss the opportunity to get 

your positions in front of top candidates.  

Looking for employment? Visit Job Exchange for 

exciting new opportunities! 

 

To learn more, visit 

www.aerbvi.org/resources/career-

center/job-exchange/ 

http://www.aerbvi.org/resources/career-center/job-exchange/
http://www.aerbvi.org/resources/career-center/job-exchange/
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Save the Date:  7/22/2020 - 7/26/2020 

AER International Conference 2020 

St. Louis Union Station Hotel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjMwPTZ_ZbcAhUDm-AKHVp5CMIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://greatruns.com/location/st-louis-missouri/&psig=AOvVaw2Wu27ELE1WGRCxhMcZmWi-&ust=1531396239972966
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