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July 26, 2018 

Reno, NV 

"Celebrating Lawrence E. 
Blaha and 50 Years of 

Those Individuals 
Who Epitomize the 

Essence of His Strong 
Commitment to 

Excellence"  



The AER Orientation and Mobility Division Awards Program is dedicated to 

recognizing elite individuals who epitomize the essence of awards that highlight a 

strong commitment to excellence. 

  

Our profession is filled with individuals who have demonstrated commitment, 

dedication, and integrity that is extraordinary; and we are pleased to honor three 

individuals who have made profound accomplishments during their career. Each is 

inspirational, and the contributions that they have made to help persons with visual 

impairments to travel more independently will undoubtedly motivate the next 

generation to break performance boundaries. 

  

 Let us also take a moment to reflect on the history and founding fathers of our 

profession as we recognize and commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the first 

presentation of the coveted Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial Award.   

  

Thank you for joining us on this very special occasion and please share in and enjoy 

the celebration.  

  

Award Committee: 

 

Gala S. Brooks, Chair 

Bruce Blasch 

Justin Kaiser 

Susan Langendonk 

Nick Leon 

Jane Mundschenk 

Chris Tabb 

  

WELCOME 



 

Welcome and Introductions………………….……………….…………Gala S. Brooks 

  

 

Orientation and Mobility Division Award Recipients - 2018 

  

 The Orientation and Mobility Citation of Excellence for Direct Service 

 Mary Ball-Swartwout  

 Introduction of Award Recipient………………………………………..Julie Stevens 

  

  

The Sandy Kronick Distinguished Service Award 

 Christopher Tabb 

 Introduction of Award Recipient…………………………………….Brenda Naimy 

  

  

The Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial Award and Presentation of Sir Francis 

Campbell’s Cane 

 Rodney James Kossick 

 Introduction of Award Recipient…………………………………………..Bill Wiener 

 

 
 

PROGRAM 



This year’s recipient is Mary Ball-Swartwout 

  

Mary Ball-Swartwout is a graduate of Western Michigan University earning 

her Master’s Degree in 2010. Currently, she lives and works in the state of 

Ohio teaching Orientation and Mobility at the Ohio State School for the 

Blind.  Her involvement in the field of blindness goes above and beyond her 

regular job responsibilities.  She coaches OSSB sports teams, teaches 

afterschool programming and acts as a supervisor for summer 

programming. Additionally, she works in conjunction with the Ohio State 

University as an adjunct faculty advisor responsible for teaching O&M 

Techniques, supervising fieldwork experiences and acting as a mentor for 

students in the O&M program. 
 

Information from her colleagues indicate that Mary is passionate about O&M, is creative, 

innovative, encouraging, and has a gift for clarifying information to the benefit of students 

within a wide range of ages and abilities.  Whether working with children or graduate 

students, Mary is very good at scaffolding the skills so that each layer builds upon the next. 

She makes the mobility experience leap off the page of the instructional texts and into the 

real world.  A previous graduate student mentioned, “That calm, cheerful voice will forever 

be in my ear as I now work with children and families in my own career.” Another supporter 

mentions how thorough and productive Mary is when inventing mobility lessons and 

programs that can be integrated into other classes. To keep her student’s attention, she 

works in a creative way developing interesting and fun lessons that have her students asking 

for more O&M. When her students show growth, no matter the size, she displays a unique 

enthusiasm that is hard to find. 
  

Education of the public, colleagues, and families is a priority for Mary.  She presents at 

meetings and conferences throughout Ohio and has regularly organized community events to 

celebrate White Cane Day. She has been involved with the O&M Division having served on 

the nominations committee.  She has been involved in research projects with Ohio State 

University and Western Michigan University.  According to a colleague, Mary has much to 

offer our field and the potential to be one of the great leaders in the future of O&M. 
  

Without a doubt, Mary has made her presence felt and her early years suggest a very 

promising career in O&M.  She continues to be an inspiration to those who work with her.  

______________________________________________ 

THE ORIENTATION AND MOBILITY CITATION OF EXCELLENCE 

FOR DIRECT SERVICE 



About the Orientation and Mobility Citation of Excellence for Direct 

Service Award 

  

History: 

During the early 1980’s, discussion took place during an O&M Division business meeting 

concerning the length of time an individual waited before they were ever considered a 

worthy nominee for the Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial Award.  A suggestion was made that a 

“newbie” award be established to be given earlier in a person’s career rather than waiting 

until the pinnacle of their career.   A committee was appointed and charged with developing 

such an award.  

 

The Orientation and Mobility Citation of Excellence for Direct Service was established in 

1985 to present "to a younger member of the profession, to encourage O&M specialists 

whose present excellent teaching records already foreshadow promising careers in our 

profession" (1996-97 Division newsletter).  It continues to be awarded to recognize 

individuals who have made significant contributions to the profession during the first ten 

years of their career in O&M and to encourage these individuals to continue their promising 

careers in our profession. 

 

The Orientation and Mobility Citation of Excellence for Direct Service is given only when a 

worthy nominee has been nominated. 

 

The individual must be in direct service the year preceding the AER International Conference 

teaching orientation and mobility to either children or adults for a period of 5-10 years. 

 

The individual must be an O&M Division member and be a Certified Orientation and Mobility 

Specialist. 

 
  



This year’s recipient is Christopher Tabb 

  

When Christopher Tabb applied to the O&M Specialist training program at 

Cal State LA in 1998, he said he wanted to serve and he thought that 

helping people become more independent through orientation and 

mobility instruction would make a difference in people’s lives. In the 20 

years that have passed, Chris’ actions have shown he is true to his word. In 

addition to providing direct O&M services to countless children and adults 

with visual impairment in California, Connecticut, and Texas, Chris has also 

quietly worked behind the scenes to strengthen the profession of O&M.  
 

Chris has excelled as a direct service provider throughout his career. As 

soon as he was eligible, just three years after completing his own training, 

Chris served as a master teacher for trainees in the O&M program at Cal State LA.  Being a 

master teacher is one of the most profound ways an O&M specialist can support the quality 

and growth of our profession. In his role as a master teacher, Chris mentored by example, 

providing ongoing support, thoughtful guidance and gentle feedback to O&M trainees in their 

initial teaching efforts.  
 

In recent years, Chris has been honored for his provision of outreach services as the recipient 

of the 2013 Outstanding Related Service Provider from the Texas School for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired (TSBVI), the 2017 Outstanding Provider of Outreach Services by the 

Principals of Schools for the Blind (POSB), and the 2017 Outstanding Outreach Provider 

Award from the TSBVI. 
 

As part of his service to the profession of O&M, Chris has contributed his expertise in social 

media, communication, and assistive technology, benefitting O&M specialists both nationally 

and internationally. One of Chris’s many notable contributions to the profession is an 

extensive array of resources he has developed, acquired and organized that O&M specialists 

can access via LiveBinders (http://bit.ly/LiveBinderOM). The LiveBinders site contains 

information and resources on topics such as the expanded core curriculum, early childhood 

O&M, iOS and Android apps, navigation technologies, location literacy, paperwork 

necessities, and working with students who have additional disabilities, including 

deafblindness. The site is easily accessed, highly organized and allows others to contribute. 

To help keep AER Division 9 members in-touch and up-to-date, Chris has established and 

THE SANDY KRONICK DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 



maintained the Division 9 Facebook page, and the AER O&M Outpost, a website that has been 

founded to serve as an archive of O&M information and resources.  
 

Chris also contributes to the profession of O&M through his service on a variety of 

committees for the ACVREP and AER. He is currently serving as a subject matter expert in 

O&M for the ACVREP and as part of this role, he has participated in committees promoting 

international certification and addressing the internship requirements of certified O&M 

specialists. Chris has also served in a variety of capacities for AER over the last several years, 

including: chair of the AER Professional Issues Committee, co-chair of the AER 

Communications/Media Committee, member of the 2017 AER International O&M Conference 

planning committee, and member of the Ad Hoc Committee of Strategic Planning, Goals and 

Initiatives.  Chris was honored by his peers as the 2017 recipient of the Bob Bryant and Bill 

Bryan O&M Leadership Award issued by the Texas AER O&M Division.   

______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  



About the Sandy Kronick Distinguished Service Award 
   

History: 
  

The Sandy Kronick Distinguished Service Award was established in 1994 to recognize 

professionals who demonstrate distinguished service in O&M through a long-term 

commitment to direct service.  The Sandy Kronick Distinguished Service Award is given only 

when a worthy individual has been nominated. 

  

About Sandy Kronick 
  

The award was named after Sandy Kronick because of his lifelong commitment and 

dedication to teaching O&M to visually impaired people. He taught O&M in Oregon until his 

sudden death in May 1993. The first Sandy Kronick Distinguished Service Award was given 

to him posthumously and accepted by his wife, Bethanne Kronick, at the 1994 AER 

International Conference in Dallas. Sandy Kronick was chosen as the first recipient of this 

award because of his lifelong dedication to teaching Orientation and Mobility while 

continuing to be actively involved with numerous professional activities and committees. 
  

Mr. Kronick was a very active member of AER, especially during his last ten years. He was 

instrumental in forming the Oregon AER Chapter and served as its president. He served on 

several international committees and had just completed his term as AER’s Northwest 

Regional Rehabilitation Representative at the time of his death. 
 

 

 

 

  



This year’s recipient Rodney James Kossick 

  

Rod graduated from Western Michigan University in one of the first classes 

of O&M Specialists in 1962. While at WMU, he engaged in assignments 

which added to the development of the curriculum. In particular, he added 

components of kinesiology which we have come to regard as an essential 

element in orientation and mobility. Following his graduation, Rod served 

as an O&M Specialist and later as the statewide supervisor of O&M, Vision 

Rehabilitation Therapy and the residential rehabilitation center for the 

blind. 

 

During this time, Rod took initiatives that moved the profession forward.  

The field of Orientation and Mobility was in its infancy and there was no 

structural organization that encompassed the practitioners.  The development of a 

profession begins with a group of like-minded individuals getting together to share ideas 

and establish standards. Rod was the first person to recognize this and is responsible for 

taking action to start the first O&M organization. In 1964 at the AAWB convention in New 

York, he called for a meeting of all individuals interested in O&M. Those attending the 

meeting discussed establishing an organization that would bring together O&M Specialists 

to share ideas and improve services. Rod took the initiative to gather the 50 signatures 

needed to present to the AAWB Board of Directors to establish the Interest Group IX.  Rod 

presided over the first meeting in 1965 in Denver. Rod is clearly one of our founders. 

 

In 1965, Rod wrote to Douglas MacFarland, Chief of the Division of Services for the Blind in 

the Vocational Rehabilitation Administration and explained that the short-term programs 

producing folks to teach mobility were doing an injustice by turning out ill-prepared 

instructors lacking the competencies necessary to teach mobility. His letter was copied to 

Mary Switzer, Louis Rives and a host of other influential members in the government. He 

advocated for support of the two programs at Boston College and Western Michigan 

University and the development of additional university programs. This was the beginning 

of additional grants for the support of university programs. 

 

Next Rod focused his attention on international matters.  From 1966-1968, he served as a 

Blind Rehabilitation Consultant for South Viet Nam.  His duties included preparing South 

THE LAWRENCE E. BLAHA MEMORIAL AWARD 



Vietnamese personnel to teach O&M, Braille, typing and pre-vocational assessment and 

counseling. His work is recognized and published in the 1970 AAWB Blindness Annual. Rod 

also served as Chief Instructor for the National Training School in Australia where he 

implemented and coordinated much of the training requirements for O&M professionals. 

 

Rod has served the states of Washington, North Dakota, Indiana and Wisconsin as an O&M 

Specialist and/or Director of Services. He has been honored as the recipient of the Civilian 

Medal of Honor-Second Class from the government of South Viet Nam, the outstanding 

services award from AER and the Omar L. Miron Award for Exemplary Leadership and 

Dedicated Service to Persons with Visual Impairments from the Wisconsin Chapter of AER. 

 

Rod has always been involved in leadership roles in AAWB, AEVH, and AERBVI. And 55 

years later, Rod is still a viable part of the O&M Division and a life member of AER.  He 

continues to attend conferences, give advice to and nurture the O&M profession.  His 

personal interest has been in documenting significant historical events that have shaped the 

profession of O&M.  He has helped to preserve the legacy and has been a tireless advocate 

for the preservation of the field recording interviews with giants like Russ Williams, Stan 

Suterko, and Warren Bledsoe. According to Dean Tuttle, Rod’s panel presentation at the AER 

Conference in 2000, titled “Heroes and Pioneers” helped lead to the establishment of the 

“Hall of Fame for Leaders and Legends in the Blindness Field” exhibit at the American 

Printing House.   

 

He has influenced and mentored countless individuals with their career choices. Rod has 

devoted his life to the O&M profession in the United States and abroad. His interest and 

concern for individuals who are visually impaired are genuine and authentic.  

 

He is an icon and quiet gentle giant in the field.  According to Dean Tuttle who knew Larry 

Blaha, Rod’s career epitomizes Larry‘s life dream. It is befitting that he receive the 2018 

Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial Award.  

______________________________________________ 

 

  



About the Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial Award and Presentation of Sir 

Francis Campbell’s Cane Award 

   

History: 

 

The Lawrence E. Blaha Award was initiated in 1968 to honor people who have shown 

exemplary behavior in the field of O&M, made outstanding contributions to the profession 

and shown dedication to serving people with visual impairments.  It is the highest honor that 

the O&M Division can bestow.  Each recipient of this award is the Guardian of Sir Francis 

Campbell’s Cane until it is passed along to the next award recipient.  The handle of the cane 

was used by Sir Francis Campbell, and can be seen in a photograph of him that is displayed in 

The C. Warren Bledsoe Orientation and Mobility Archives. The Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial 

Award is given every two years. 

 

About Lawrence E. Blaha 

 

This award was named in honor of Lawrence Blaha who was a pioneer in the field of O&M.  

He is remembered for his wit, athletic abilities, philosophy, technical skill and his high 

standards.  He was an educator whose ideas are remembered and continued through this 

award. In 1948, he began his career working with people with visual impairments at the 

Central Blind Rehabilitation Center for Visually Impaired and Blinded Veterans, VA Hospital, 

Hines Illinois.  He was one of a group of six individuals chosen for training to become the 

original O&M specialists at Hines. In 1961, he joined the faculty of Western Michigan 

University; from 1964 until his sudden death, he was Director of the O&M program at 

California State College, Los Angeles.  The first Lawrence E. Blaha Award was given to him 

posthumously in 1968. 

 

About Sir Francis Campbell 

 

Sir Francis Campbell, whose cane handle is passed along to award recipients, was an 

American expatriate who was knighted by King Edward VII. Campbell was born in Tennessee 

and accidentally blinded before he was six. He was educated at the Tennessee State Institute 

for the Blind and at the University of Tennessee. Campbell taught music at the Perkins School 

for the Blind. At Perkins, he was involved in early efforts to teach orientation and mobility. 

 

 

  



Past Recipients of the Orientation and Mobility Citation of Excellence for 

Direct Service are: 

 

1986   Peggy Madera, Judy Davidhizar-Holmes 

1988   Joani Levy Myers 

1990   Judy Hayes 

1992  Bonnie Dodson-Burk, Darick Wright 

1994  Carol Otten, Colleen Calhoon 

1996  Sharon O'Mara Maida 

1998  Mary Konigsfeld-Wejrowski 

2000  James Scott Crawford 

2002  John E. Clare 

2004  Julie Hapeman  

2008  Danene Fast 

2006  None 

2010  Marcia Vickroy 

2012   Shannon Cuniak    

2014   No Nominees 

2016   Raychel E. Callary  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREVIOUS AWARD RECIPIENTS 



Past Recipients of The Sandy Kronick Distinguished Service Award are: 

   

1994 Sandy Kronick, posthumously 

1996  Kathleen Newman 

1998  Richard Russo 

2000   Lukas Franck 

2002  William P. McCloskey 

2004  Vince Fazzi  

2006  Laura Park-Leach 

2008  None 

2010  Patrick Zeinstra 

2012  Gene Bourquin  

2014   Lea Ann Myers         

  Tom Rotunno   

2016  Marjorie Wood 
  

  

PREVIOUS AWARD RECIPIENTS 



Past Recipients of The Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial Award are: 

  

1968  Lawrence E. Blaha, posthumously 

1969  Dr. Richard E. Hoover, MD 

1972  W.G. Debetaz 

1973  Stanley Suterko 

1975  Russell C. Williams 

1977  Donald Blasch 

1979  John D. Malamazian 

1981  John R. Eichorn, Ed.D. 

1983   Leicester W. Farmer 

1984  C. Warren Bledsoe 

1986  Walter G. Olenek 

1988  Richard L. Welsh 

1990  Hugo Vigoroso 

1992  Everett "Butch" Hill 

1994  Berdell "Pete" Wurzburger 

1996  William Wiener 

1998  Bruce B. Blasch 

2000  Gala Saber Brooks 

2002  Billie Louise Bentzen 

2004  Dona Sauerburger 

2006  Steve LaGrow 

2008  Janet Barlow 

2010  Eileen Siffermann 

2012  Richard Long 

2014  George Zimmerman 

2016  Sandra J. Rosen  

PREVIOUS AWARD RECIPIENTS 



 

1965-66 Loyal (Gene) E. Apple (Interest Group IX – AAWB) 

1966  Donald Blasch (AAIB [AEVH]) Mobility Group 

1966-67 Frederick A. Silver (AAWB) 

1967-68 John D. Malamazian (AAWB) 

1968-69 Stanley Suterko (AAWB) 

1968  Gary Coker (AEVH) 

1969-71 Robert Mills (AEVH) 

1969-71 Robert H. Whitstock (AAWB) 

1971-73 Robert Crouse (AAWB) 

1973-75 Bruce Blasch elected Frank Ryan served (AAWB) 

1974  Robert LaDuke (AEVH) 

1975-77 William Wiener (AAWB) 

1976-78 David Loux (AEVH) 

1077-79 Robert Mills (AAWB) 

1978-80 Bob Bryant (AEVH) 

1979-81 Kent Wardell (AAWB) 

1980-82 Andrew Papineau & Beal Pickett (AEVH Co-Chairs) 

1981-82 James Liska (AAWB) 

1982-83 Gala Saber Brooks (AAWB) 

1982  Toni Heinze (AEVH) 

1983-84 Stephen Sanford (AAWB) & Berdell Wurzburger (AEVH) Co-Chairs 

1984-85 Patricia Coffey Bucci 

1985-88 James Newcomer 

1988-90 Everett (Butch) Hill 

1990-92 Bruce Blasch 

1992-94 William Jacobson 

1994-96 Dennis Lolli 

1996-98 Eileen Siffermann  

1998-00 Dona Sauerburger 

ORIENTATION AND MOBILITY DIVISION – PAST CHAIRS 



2000-02 Laura Bozeman 

2002-04 Grace Ambrose Zaken 

2004-06 John Kelly 

2006-08 Nora Griffin-Shirley 

2008-10 Kathy Yale 

2010-12 Marjie Wood 

2012-14 Kevin Hollinger 

2014-16 Susan Langendonk 

2016-18 Justin Kaiser 
  

  



Past Recipients of The Lawrence E. Blaha Memorial Award 
 

 

     
Lawrence E. Blaha, 1968 Dr. Richard Hoover, MD, 1969  W.G. Debetaz, 1972 

 

 

     
Stanley Suterko, 1973  Russell C. Williams, 1975  Donald Blasch, 1977 

 

 

       
John D. Malamazian, 1979  John R. Eichorn, Ed.D., 1981  Leicester Farmer, 1983 
     (pictured left) 

 

 

       
C. Warren Bledsoe, 1984  Walter G. Olenek, 1986   Richard L. Welsh, 1988 

 



       
Hugo Vigoroso, 1990   Everett "Butch" Hill, 1992  Pete Wurzburger, 1994

    

 

       
William Wiener, 1996   Bruce B. Blasch, 1998   Gala Saber Brooks, 2000 

 

 

       
Billie Louise Bentzen, 2002  Dona Sauerburger, 2004  Steve LaGrow, 2006 

 

 

       
Janet Barlow, 2008   Eileen Siffermann, 2010  Richard Long, 2012 

 

 

    
George Zimmerman, 2014  Sandra J. Rosen, 2016 



AER wishes to congratulate all of the 
award recipients, and we thank you for 
attending this special recognition 
celebration. 

 

 

O&M Executive Committee 2016-2018 
Justin Kaiser, Chair 
Susan Langendonk, Past Chair  
Chris Tabb, Chair Elect 
Kathryn Botsford, Secretary  
Susan Bradley, Treasurer  
 

 

O&M District Representatives: 

Loana Mason, District 1  
John McAlister, District 2  
Margaret Winn, District 3 
Lynnette McElwain, District 4 
JoAnne Chalom, District 5 
Anthony Nigro, District 6 
 

 
O&M Division Committee Chairs: 
Rod Kossick, Archives 
Gala Brooks, Awards 
Viki Poole, Communications/Medias 
Danene Fast, Donald Blasch Scholarship 
Janet Barlow, Environmental Access 
Susan Bradley, Finance 
Laura Bozeman, International 
Justin Kaiser, Licensure/Medicare 
TBA, Marketing/Public Relations 
TBA, Membership 
Viki Poole, Newsletter Editor 
TBA, Nominating/Elections 
William Penrod, Research and Publications Review 
Justin Kaiser, Ad Hoc Committee on O&M Division Initiatives and Strategic Planning 

 


