
Northern Rockies AER Fall Conference
Vision at the Falls

Great Falls, MT – October 19-21, 2022

Please join us for three days of learning and networking. Sessions will be geared to address the

learning needs of Teachers of Students with Visual Impairments, Orientation and Mobility

Specialists, Vision Rehabilitation Therapists and others working with individuals who are blind or

have low vision.

**This is the initial draft of the agenda. Additional presenters and sessions will be added as that

information is confirmed. If you have questions or need additional information send email to

nraer22@gmail.com

Agenda

Tuesday, October 18, 2022

Optional No Host Social at the Sip n’ Dip Lounge

Wednesday, October 19, 2022

12:00 – Registration Opens & Vendor set up

1:00 – Welcome and Announcements, Speakeasy with the Sponsors

2:00  – Keynote – Leslie Weilbacher,

3:00  – 3:30  Break  / vendor area open

3:30 – 5:00 - Break out sessions

5:00 – 5:30 Vendor open

5:30  - Dinner on your own

Optional Music in the Max Lounge 7:00 pm

Thursday, October 20, 2022

7:30 – NRAER Board Meeting

8:00 – Registration Desk Open / Vendor open 8:00 am-5:30 pm

8:30 – Break Out Sessions

10:00 – Break / vendor area open

10:30 – Break Out Sessions

12:00 – Lunch on Your Own

1:30 – Break Out Sessions

mailto:nraer22@gmail.com


3:00  – Break / vendor area open

3:30 – Break Out Sessions

5:00  -  Cocktail hour / Silent auction bidding/ vendor area open

6:00 – Chapter served dinner

6:30  - Chapter Business Meeting, Elections & dessert hosted by the vendors

Optional Vendor take down

Friday, October 21, 2022

7:30 – New NRAER board meeting / vendor area open

8:30 – Break Out Sessions

10:00 – Break

10:15 – Break Out Sessions / vendor area closed

12:00 – Closing

Presenters

Chuck Huss

Mr. Huss received his Master of Arts degree in Orientation and Mobility from Western Michigan
University, Kalamazoo, MI in 1976. He has worked as an Academy-certified Orientation and
Mobility Specialist (COMS) in both the private and public sectors of Ohio and West Virginia for
the past 45 years, serving clients or students, K through geriatrics. Mr. Huss is nationally known
for his work and experience in formalized bioptic driver training and assessment. He served as
one of the driver rehabilitation specialists within the West Virginia Pilot Low Vision Driving
Study (’85-’88), its continuum of related services (’89-’08) and its full-time West Virginia Bioptic
Driving Program (’09-’22). Mr. Huss also served on a multi-disciplinary Bioptic Driving Work
Study Committee, ’16-’21, which resulted in the passage of Pennsylvania HB 2296, November
’20; and has since assisted in the in-service staff training of 60+ professionals now involved in
the provision of formalized biopic driving services statewide in Pennsylvania, starting Sept.’21.
Prior to his retirement (1/05/22), his full-time employer for the past thirty-nine (39) years has
been the West Virginia Division of Rehabilitation Services (WVDRS).

Jane Flower
Jane worked with older adults in the field of low-vision for over 12 years before taking her
position at Guide Dogs for the Blind in 2013. Her previous role as Program Supervisor with Dayle
McIntosh Center’s Aging with Vision Loss Program in Southern California and her Masters in
Gerontology afforded her the opportunity to share her personal and professional knowledge on
such topics as Daily Living Skills, Assistive Technology, Braille Reading and Writing, and
Self-Advocacy Training.  Jane was born legally blind, and at the age of 8 was diagnosed with a
retinal degenerative eye disease called Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis (LCA).  Because of her
personal life experience with vision loss, she was also able to provide peer support to the older



adults she assisted. Jane is so blessed to be a part of the Guide Dogs for the Blind family. She
received her current and third Guide Dog Pilaf in November of 2017.  In her current role as
Youth Outreach Specialist, she and pilaf travel throughout the U.S. and Canada sharing the
mission and vision of Guide Dogs to perspective Guide Dog users and their families, and
professionals in the field of low-vision.  Outside of work, Jane and her husband Wayne live with
her retired Guide Dog Anya, their pet dog KC, and of course little Pilaf. They love to travel, hike,
go for long walks with their dogs, camping, and spending time with friends and family.  

LIONS Club of Montana

Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind

Northwest Association for Blind Athletes

Paul Olson

Paul is a Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist with over 30 years of experience. He is a
graduate of the University of Northern Colorado and has been employed at North Dakota Vision
Services/School for the Blind in various capacities throughout his career. He currently is the
superintendent of this state agency that serves both children and adults. 

● Inventor of Treks the Game that Changes Directions as you Do produced by APH
● Inventor of the Dakota Disk with Ambutech
● Past President of the Council of Schools and Services for the Blind
● Coauthor of the Bill of Rights for All Children with Visual Impairment and Their Families
● Chair of the Organization of Schools and Organizations Commission which is a branch of

the AER Accreditation Council

Amy Parker
Amy T. Parker, EdD & COMS is the Coordinator of the O&M Program at Portland State University.
Her research interests include participatory research methodologies that create more inclusive
curricula, communities, and policies for people with visual impairment and deafblindness.

Chris Russell, TVI, MS.Ed.

Christopher Russell, MS, Ed., TVI — Project Coordinator (1.0 FTE)
Chris has extensive experience in the classroom as a Teacher of the Blind/Visually Impaired
(TVI), working with children with varying degrees of visual impairment and additional
disabilities, including deafblindness. He was the first person to receive Perkins-Roman CVI
Range Endorsement in New York and has presented widely on this topic as well as educational
best practices, curriculum adaptations, emergent communication development and various eye
conditions and their implications.
Chris is past president of the New York Association for Education and Rehabilitation of
Blind/Visually Impaired (NYSAER) and remains on the board today. He is also adjunct faculty in



two graduate programs at Hunter College; Blindness/Visual Impairment and Severe/Multiple
Disabilities with an annotation in deafblindness. Chris was part of a team of developers of the
Open Hands, Open Access training modules for interveners and is a national portfolio reviewer
for candidates pursuing certification.
Chris currently serves on the DeafBlind International Network of the Americas board and
participates in NCDB’s Peer Learning Communities that are focused on the Teacher of the
Deaf-Blind and Interveners. Chris has also worked in collaboration with Perkins School for the
Blind on their CVI for TVIs webinar series. Chris is currently pursuing an advanced certificate in
School Building Leader (SBL) and School District Leader (SDL) through the Educational
Leadership program at Queens College. Email: christopher.russell@qc.cuny.edu 
 Phone: 718-997-4853

Alison Steven

Jackie Stallings

Leslie Weilbacher

Leslie is the Outreach Specialist for the Northwest Region with the American Printing House for

the Blind. This position is responsible for creating, alone and in collaboration with the outreach

team and others, professional development opportunities for service providers in the region

which will be shared in-person, by webinar or through learning management systems. Leslie

completed her Bachelor of Arts in Comparative Literature and German from the University of

Oregon with her first guide dog Cammy. After interning with Mobility International USA (MIUSA)

and the Wesley Foundation she pursued her Master of Arts in Special Education with emphasis

in Visual Impairment and Orientation & Mobility from the University of Northern Colorado with

her second guide dog Gwenny. Her experience working with students with visual impairments

extends over 6 years in Kitsap and Whatcom counties and includes serving as a Teacher of

Students with Visual Impairments and O&M Specialist, including summer programs in

Independent living skills, and career experiences for BVI youth.  The last two years she has been

completing a general certificate in Assistive Technology from California State University

Northridge and through Western Michigan University for the Certified Assistive Technology

Instructional Specialist (CATIS) for people who are blind or visually impaired. Leslie serves on the

Board of Directors for the Arc of Whatcom County as Co VP and on the Civics Education

Committee for the League of Women Voters of Whatcom County. She lives in Bellingham

Washington with her current guide dog Neil.

Amanda Winkler

Amanda Winkler is a Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI) and soon-to-be O&M Specialist at

Columbia Regional Inclusive Services. Prior to becoming at TVI she was a special education

teacher working with students with multiple disabilities including deafblindness.  Amanda

enjoys working directly with students, classroom teams, and families.

mailto:christopher.russell@qc.cuny.edu


Ed Worrell - CEO/co-owner OverHere Consulting LLP

Ed helped start OverHere Consulting LLP in 2013 after teaching at the Montana Association for

the Blind Summer Orientation Program. Ed and his company have proudly served the visually

impaired community of Montana for the last 9 years. Ed is a Certified Apple Teacher and utilizes

Apple computers and smart devices to operate his business. He specializes in helping the

visually impaired utilize technology to maintain their independence in school, at home or in the

work place. Ed also happens to be blind himself. He uses the assistive technology he teaches

everyday, to operate his business, develop websites and edit audio tutorials and podcasts.

Sessions
Chuck Huss - October 20, 2022, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM (90 min.) - Bioptic Driving: Getting Started

and Prepared This presentation is intended to serve as an introductory type of session directly

related to “bioptic driving”. It is intended for rehabilitation professionals including but not

limited to COMS, CLVT, CRC with potential interests of serving those clients or students

presenting mild to moderate levels of central vision loss who want to explore the driving

privileges. It will include exposure to: the basic concept of bioptics and bioptic driving;

candidacy and current status of bioptic driving on a national scale; basic types of bioptic lens

systems, basic and advanced pre-driver readiness skills for primarily the young novice bioptic

driver candidate, and the composition of the multi-disciplinary team involved in the screening,

training and testing of typical bioptic driving candidates.  Names and contact information

leading to additional sources of information re bioptic driving, bioptic driving research, recent

related legislative efforts, workshops/conferences, E- learning will also be shared. Attendees can

expect to gain knowledge and background information related to:

1. Concept of bioptic lens systems and bioptic driving;
2. Who makes an ideal candidate for driving with bioptic lens systems?
3. Two basic types of bioptic lens systems (Galilean vs. Keplarian Systems) used in driving
4. Current status of restrictive driving privileges across the USA (including bioptic driving

privileges)
5. Basic survival on-foot low vision orientation and mobility (O&M) skills & advanced/active

front seat passenger-in-car pre-driver readiness skills
6. Composition of the multi-disciplinary team used in screening and training bioptic driving

candidates
7. Additional sources of information related to bioptic driving, bioptic driving research,

recent legislative accomplishments, related e-learning short courses

October 20, 2022, 1:30 PM-3:00 PM (90 min.) - Misconceptions vs. Reality: Low Vision Driving
with Bioptics This presentation is intended to cover and discuss some of the most common
misconceptions related to low vision driving with bioptics, that come to light in private or public
conversation. The novice learner will find this presentation fairly enlightening; perhaps wiping
away some of mistaken meanings or incorrect interpretations related to this at times
controversial topic. Some of the common misconceptions that will be discussed are related to:



user’s ability to see; training needs; bioptic use in familiar areas; optics of the device; special
testing for driver licensure; and program safeguards. Attendees can expect to gain knowledge
and background information related to:

1. Extent of low vision acuity and visual field applicable to safe, confident and effective
driving (restrictive vs. non-restrictive)

2. Limited times and locations while driving where telescopic viewing is engaged by the
trained low vision driver

3. The types of driving skills equally or perhaps even more important and needed than
good bioptic lens usage that helps keep the trained low vision driver(s) collision and
violation-free

4. Awareness of the lack of control all drivers have of events happening outside the
parameters of their moving vehicle

5. The optical limitations vs. optical advantages surrounding the use of prescription bioptic
lens systems

6. The benefits and rationale for special on-road testing for bioptic driver licensure
7. The need for safeguards in screening, training and testing low vision persons who want

to explore the driving privilege
8. Additional sources re bioptic driving (in general), bioptic driver training, bioptic driving

research, recent legislative successes, e-learning, etc.

Jane Flower – October 19, 2022, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM (90 min.) & repeat session October 21,
2022, 10:15 AM – 11:45 AM  (90 min.) - From Canes to Tails: youth services at Guide Dogs for
the Blind
The unfortunate lack of resources across the U.S. for youth who are blind or visually impaired
can lead to gaps that last a lifetime. While a great deal of information is available through
technology, nothing compares to firsthand experiences that highlight the life-changing potential
of the guide dog lifestyle and the human-animal bond. That is why Guide Dogs for the Blind has
created several programs that help children and teens with visual impairments experience the
unique power of the human animal bond: K9 Buddies, Camp GDB, and the “Ready, Set,
FORWARD” workshop series. These programs engage youth as well as their families, their
community of support, and blindness professionals. Because guide dog travel is complex, and
preparation for a successful partnership with a guide dog can start at a young age, the
information, connection, and support provided by GDB for youth and those who support them
will help lay the foundation for these children transitioning into adulthood to make a
well-informed decision to travel with a cane or canine when the time is right.
Learning Objectives:  

● Participants will gain a strong awareness of Guide Dogs for the Blind’s (GDB) programs &
services. 

● Participants will garner working knowledge about GDB’s three youth programs: The K9
Buddy Program, Camp GDB & “Ready, Set, FORWARD”. 

● Participants will better understand how to help a student and their family determine
guide dog readiness. 



LIONS Club of Montana – October 21, 2022, 10:15 AM – 11:45 AM  (90 min.) -

MSDB Showcase – October 19, 2022, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM (90 min.) –

Northwest Association for Blind Athletes – October 21, 2022, 8:30 AM – 10:00 AM (90 min.) -

Paul Olson – October 20, 2022, 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM (180 min.) - An Introduction to the Dakota
Disk Cane Tip in Multiple Environments. The origin of the Dakota Disk cane tip for use in rural
environments will be described. The inventor along with Ambutech Corporation of Winnipeg,
Manitoba took the product through several prototype stages to design the disk-shaped tip
usable on snow, sand, gravel and other surfaces that traditional cane tips were found to be less
effective. In addition to the widely known benefits of the disk tip on rough surfaces, participants
will also be exposed to the potential benefits of the disk tip on typical surfaces for children or
adults that have characteristics making the use of a cane with other tips challenging or
ineffective. Hands-on activities traveling under blindfold or with low vision simulators on various
terrain types will be provided. Learning Objectives: 

1. Participants will develop a better understanding of the steps required to bring a practical
idea that is untested from concept to market.

2. Participants will gain skills in both using a cane with a Dakota Disk themselves and in
teaching a user how to travel effectively on a variety of rough surfaces.

3. Participants will learn about the potential benefits a cane with a Dakota Disk may
provide for a person with additional disabilities. 

October 20, 2022, 1:30 PM – 3:00 PM (90 min.) - Assisting Students of All Ages in Choosing
Orientation and Mobility Technology Tools. Orientation and mobility specialists as well as other
professionals in the vision field are often faced with helping school-aged students and adult
clients choose and learn a wide range of technologies that aid in orientation and obstacle
detection. With the proliferation of both apps for smart phones and stand-alone devices, it is
difficult for all parties to know which devices are most practical and truly useful for the unique
needs of each traveler with a visual impairment. This presentation will describe considerations
in the decision-making process as well as highlight several categories of technology that are
available with an emphasis on participants focusing on a very individualized approach. Learning
Objectives:

1. Participants will leave the session with a knowledge of the several categories of
technology being used currently.

2. Participants will be exposed to both success stories and failure stories which will
underscore the rationale in following an objective process in decision making when
choosing technology.

3. Participants will share their favorite technology tools and be asked to list both pros and
cons to the device or devices they choose to highlight. 

Amy T. Parker and Amanda Winkler – October 20, 2022, 3:30 PM-5:00 PM (90 min.) - Practical
O&M in Schools and Communities for Students with Multiple Disabilities, Including
Deafblindness



Access to safe and efficient mobility is deeply connected to both opportunities and quality of
life. For individuals with multiple disabilities or those who are deafblind, communication is
intertwined with mobility. Come and explore how to create meaningful and motivating mobility
lessons that integrate communication and assistive technology.
 Participant Objectives

● Participants will be able to describe the use of preference assessments for designing
meaningful mobility routines. 

● Participants will describe how to adapt core O&M techniques to promote safe, efficient,
and motivating mobility with students. 

● Participants will discuss local, state, and national resources who can deepen their
understanding of teaching students with complex needs. 

October 21, 2022, 8:30 AM- 10:00 AM (90 min.) - Inclusive Mobility, Planning and Instruction
for Students with Multiple Disabilities Including Deafblindness Part I
Traditional O&M techniques do not always include examples of how to work with students who
have multiple disabilities, complex communication needs or those who are deafblind. The Open
Hands, Open Access (OHOA) modules and other high quality resources can assist with
deepening knowledge to apply to students with disabilities. In this presentation, Amanda and
Amy will describe a process for collaborating with mentors to deepen one’s own comfort and
expertise in observing, assessing and designing meaningful person-centered O&M activities
with students who have complex needs.
Participant Objectives:

● Participants will explore effective and flexible assessment processes that include
interdisciplinary team members

● Participants will describe O&Ms process of role-release in partnership with PTs
and OTs.

● Participants will describe inclusive design practices from case examples provided
from the presentation. 

October 21, 2022, 10:15 AM- 11:45 AM (90 min.) - Inclusive Mobility, Planning and Instruction
for Students with Multiple Disabilities Including Deafblindness Part II
Implementing inclusive mobility involves not only thoughtful assessment and instruction with
students, it involves effective collaboration with the adults and peers that support the students
throughout the day.  In the second half of our interactive session, we will explore ways to
engage teams, peers, and family members in supporting lasting mobility routines. In this
session, Amanda will share case studies of implementation and what spaces and materials
teams created to promote O&M, including learning walls, resonance boards, switches, and
active learning spaces. 
Participant Objectives:

● Participants will learn practical ways to engage fellow teachers and professionals in the
collaborative assessment process.

● Participants will be able to describe effective coaching and modeling techniques for
working with adults that serve students with multiple disabilities. 



● Participants will describe the ways that data can be used to increase collaboration and
shared instructional approaches. 

● Participants will discuss challenges as well as facilitators of implementation with teams.

Chris Russell – October 20, 2022, 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM (180 min.) – CVI Intervention

Approaches & Strategies

October 20, 2022, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM (90 min.) – CVI & O&M accommodations & strategies

Jackie Stallings & Alison Steven – October 20, 2022, 8:30 AM – 10:00 AM (90 min.)– Adult

Mental Health

October 20, 2022, 1:30 PM – 3:00 PM (90 min.) - Youth Mental Health

Leslie Weilbacher – October 19, 2022, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM (60 min.) - Keynote

October 21, 2022, 8:30 AM – 10:00 AM (90 min.) - APH products and technology for the

classroom

Ed Worrell – October 19, 2022, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM (90 min.) - Smart Phone app independence

With the invention of the Smartphone, people all over the world have a mini computer in their

pockets. Smartphones help individuals stay connected everywhere they go, communicate with

friends, family and even make the shopping experience more seamless than ever. One constant

question we always seem to hear is: how accessible is it all? Thankfully it is becoming more and

more accessible and much more friendly to people with disabilities. We’ll focus on persons with

vision loss or the visually impaired community as a whole. We’ll cover many different apps that

help visually impaired users maintain their independence such as shopping apps, identification

apps, navigation/GPS apps, etc.

Key takeaways from the discussion:

1. How accessible and usable are mainstream applications for shopping, food delivery and ride

sharing? How does someone with a visual impairment work around issues that break

accessibility? We’ll go through the interfaces of a few mainstream services and show how to

work around interface issues or even the dreaded unlabeled button.

2. How would a visually impaired smartphone user utilize the default applications on their

device to independently navigate to a restaurant or grocery store? We’ll cover the most popular

and free options for blind and low vision users on the App Store.

3. Identification applications can be a great resource for the visually impaired smartphone user.

From snapping a photo, scanning text and even identifying a song playing on the in-store play in

a restaurant or grocery store. There is an identification app that can help in every scenario.

We’ll cover the most popular apps and their most common uses.

VR Panel – October 20, 2022, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM (90 min.) - What’s Happening in your state?



Continuing Education
ACVREP Credit and state CEUs will be provided, you will need to collect opening and closing

codes for each conference session you attend.

Scholarships
Scholarships are available to assist in paying registration for individuals who do not work for a

school or agency that can fund their attendance at the conference. If you are interested or need

more information, contact Barb Peterson, conference chair, at nraer22@gmail.com

Registration on Event Brite
To register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-northern-rockies-aer-conference-vision-at-the-falls-tickets
-328267215077
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